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GEZHOUBA DAM
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DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTIDN, ‘

Gezhouba Project is the first dam ever built on the main stream of the Yangtze River.
In order to solve a series of technical issues , the scientific and technical staff has
made a lot of investigation and research work which formed as a sound foundation for
the implemen- tation of the project. The construction of the project was started in 1970
and completed in 1989. The construction was divided into two stages. In stage I, by
making use of the Gezhouba islet to build the longitudinal cofferdam, the Second and
Third Channel were enclosed to build the spillway and the powerhouse on the Second
Channel, the No.2and No. 3 shiplocks, silt sluice and approach canal on the Third
Channel. In stage II, the phase II cofferdam was built on the Grand Channel to con-
struct the Grand Channel powerhouse, the No.1 shiplock, the silt sluice and the ap-
proach canal.

The designed construction volume is as following: 10.42 million m* concrete,
88.87 million m*earth-rock excavation and filling, and 75,000 ton metal structure ins-
tallation. The total investment is RMB 4.848 billion yuan.

The closure of the Yangtze River is one of the biggest damming project in the world.
It was started at 7:30 a.m. on January 3 and- successfully completed at 7:53 p.m. on
January 4, 1981, taking only 36 hours and 23 minutes. The measured discharge was
4,720 m’/s and maximal head was 3.05 m, implying a maximal flow velocity of 7m/s.
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In February 1970, ChairmanMao Zedong wrote his
instruction on the reprt on the construction. of

endorse the construction of the dam.”
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Chairmen Mao Zedong was studying the develop-

ment program of the Yangtze River with Li Jing

quan (first from the left) and Wang Renzhong

(second from the left) aboard “Jiangxia” steamboat

the Gezhouba Dam on the Yangtze River: “(l)
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The inscription written by Premier Zhou Enla
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Premier Zhou Enlai was inspecting the
Three Gorges Project dam site in March
1958
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