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Abstract

This book is about the theory of markedness and its application
in the description and explanation of symmetries and asymmetries in
the Chinese grammar.

This new theory of markedness,based on traditional markedness
theories, emphasizes the two concepts of “relativity” and “relevancy”
in a markedness pattern,a pattern which has a general significance,as
well as a pragmatic, cognitive, and physiological basis. This indicates
that language structure is closely related to langugae function,and so,
linguistic phenomena should be explained by means of something
other than language structure.

Chapter 1 addresses the theoretical prerequisites and research
methodology, focusing on the functional perspective of grammatical
structures, Chapter 2 explicates the markedness theory, especially the
characteristics of the markedness pattern, the criteria of markedness,
and the motivations of the markedness pattern. Chapters 3 to 7 are all
related to symmetries and asymmetries in affirmative and negative
sentences, Chapter 3 deals with the nature of markedness in negative

sentences. Chapter 4 concerns the opposition between markedness and
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non-markedness within the category of negation, and explains this
opposition from a pragmatic perspective by using the “cooperative
principle”. Chapter 5 describes and explains the differences and
similarities between the two adverbial expressions “chabuduo” and
“chadianr”,as a demonstration of applying the conclusions reached in
Chapters 3 and 4. Chapter 6 is concerned with Polarity Words, words
and expressions which can be used only in negative sentences or only
in affirmative sentences. The complicated distributional pattern of
these words is explained by the markedness reversal which has a
cognitive-pragmatic basis. Chapter 7 shows that cognitive-pragmatic
principles and strategies of communication are also causes for the
neutralization of positive-negative opposition in certain contexts and
different results of double negation. Chapter 8 is a detailed
examination of the markedness pattern in antonyms, especially
the correspondence among different types of antonyms. A final
explanation is offered in terms of the notion of “normal expectation”.
Chapter 9 extends the application of the markedness theory to
the asymmetry between the grammatical categories of subject and
object. It expounds that this asymmetry is in essence an asymmetry
between Agent and Patient in semantics and an asymmetry
between Topic and Focus in pragmatics. A solution based on
prototypes and degrees of markedness is suggested to the long-
standing problem of subject in Chinese grammar. Chapters 10 and
11 cover the relationship between parts-of-speech and syntactic
functions. Chapter 10 establishes a general markedness pattern in

this respect to solve the dilemma in the study of Chinese parts-of-
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speech,and Chapter 11 is a further investigation of this pattern
as reflected in the category of adjective. Chapter 12, the final
chapter, discusses the skewed relations between form and
meaning in grammar in terms of a “meta-markedness pattern”. It
demonstrates that the regular pattern in language change is an
important cause for the form-meaning asymmetry in language
structure. At the end of this chapter is a conclusion of the whole
book. The different chapters of the book are inter-connected,
with cross-references to each other, and the markedness theory
running through the whole book.

Drawing on recent theories and achievements in wvarious
fields, including linguistic typology, pragmatics, discourse
analysis,and cognitive linguistics, this book endeavors to explore
a new approach to the study of Chinese grammar combining both
description and explanation. The main ideas of the book include
the following: Language structure is not “arbitrary” but to a
large extent motivated. Grammatical categories, like most other
categories established by human beings, are prototypes and non-
discrete. Meaning is important to the study of grammar, and
semantic analysis should consider both objective and subjective
factors. Grammatical rules are the result of fossilization of usage
based on pragmatic and cognitive principles. Language change
and asymmetry in language structure have a mutual cause and
effect relationship. The explanation of grammatical rules can
break the existed boundaries, such as the boundaries between the

parts of speech,and those between vocabulary and grammar.
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