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Brief Introduction

Located at the frontier of southern Yunnan of China, Xishuangbanna
borders Myanmar and Laos, and is in close proximity to Vietnam, Thailand,
Cambodia, and other Southeast Asian countries. With near 5000 species of
vascular plants, Xishuangbanna is reputed as the “Imperial Crown” of the
“Plant Kingdom of Yunnan.” The Dai ethnic group is the most populous in
this region. Since the beginning of their history, their daily life, production
activities, traditional medicine and waste management, literature and art, and
religious beliefs have been closely intertwined with local tropical rainforest
and natural resources. To date, the Dai are known to use 2000-3000 species
of plants.

The book has collected 1395 vernacular Dai plant names of 1175
species and varieties of plants, and has made clear to 95% of the Dai names’
meanings. The Dai people have created a “bi-nomenclature” method for
naming plants that is similar to but predates Linnaean taxonomy. The Dai
people have also adopted the scientific methods of “finding commonalities™
and “dividing differences” to create a practical folk class system for
thousands of plant species. Moreover, the Dai people used a term of
“hong-e-bin” i,e, “the things with life that come out from ground” for the
definition of “plants” — which is different in approach but equally
satisfactory in result with the definition of “any thing that grows from the
ground” from the modern science, and in itself is a highly synthesized
scientific term that has not existed in many other nationalities in the world.

For the recorded plant species and varieties, this book has Chinese
names, Dai names, Chinese phonetic notation and Chinese phonetic alphabet.
As much as possible, each Dai vernacular name is given an explanation for
its meaning. This book will serve as an important reference for researches in

ethnology, botany, ethno-botany, economic botany, and many more fields.
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