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Author’ s Foreward

This collection brings together more than 70 new verses written

since October, 1993 and about 30 verses from my previous three
collections of oil poems. | also include about 40 poems by friends. The
calligraphy and the caricatures with each of the poems are mine.

With a few exceptions, the verses in this collection were com-
posed at banquets or other events, sometimes to provide a moment of
humor, sometimes as a way to thank, to congratulate, or to express
admiration, and sometimes simply for the pure fun of playing with
words. Only after several newspapers found these poems entertaining
enough to publish did | begin to save them. My only ambition in
bringing them together in this volume is to provide you, the reader, a
moment of pleasure.

As early as 1985 my Chinese friends noted a unique flavor in my
oil poems. Mr. George Wu wrote: “| have no doubt that Jerry Ogden’s
poetry will be the basis for an ‘Ogden Style’ in the future.” In 1986
Dr. Zhao Ning wrote that hearing my poems is “like eating Western
food cooked Chinese style, with the spicy aroma of onions, ginger and
garlic” . In the evolution of this“Ogden style”, | have been influenced
by several poetic devices more often used in English poetry than in
Chinese poetry, especially English poetry’ s greater emphasis on the
sound of words and on rhyme. | adhere strictly to the structure of

seven-character and five-character clipped verse, particularly the H
break between the first two or four characters and the last three in 5

each line. At the same time, | try to impart the English equivalent of
“rhythm” by the use of internal rhyme in the lines of my poems. The
result is poetry that, although probably not well-suited to the expres-
sion of profound emotions, does seem to foster the kind of
light-hearted, carefree tone that can evoke a smile in host and guests.

For their support and encouragement, | thank my many friends
throughout China, including: Mr. Wang Daohan, Mayor Xu Kuangdi and

Dr. Chen Haozhu, all of whom were kind enough to write inscriptions for




this volume: Mr. Xu Jinxin, who underwrote its publication; and Dr. Dai
Weidong, Mr. Wang Bicheng, Mr. Wu Youlin and Mr. Wang Youzeng,
who supported publication of my three previous collections.

Finally | thank My friends at Shanghai Culture Publishing House,
Mr. He Yuguang, Mr. Chen Minghua and Mr. Chen Ping. | also thank
World field company’ s Mr. Shen Kuo Dong for the cover design. |
also thank my friends, Mr. Guo Weicheng and Mr. Xu Bailing for their

assistance.

Jerome C. Ogden
Shanghai

December, 1999
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