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i 0 Credits and Courses %4 5i%f

Our university offers a total of 58 undergraduate degree programs
and 63 professional training courses programs, covering nine subjects : lit-
erature, law, economics, history, pedagogy, management, science, en-
gineering, and agronomy. The university has launched a self-regulating
and sustainable teaching mechanism based on a flexible system, credit
system, and stage system. The standard course for undergraduates is 4
years, while the flexible system allows the undergraduates to finish their
schooling in 3 to 6 years, but if they fail to finish required courses within
6 years, they can only get a certificate of completion. The credit system,
taking credits as the criterion to assess student’s learning capacity, allows
the students to graduate if they achieve the required minimum credits.
The stage system, based on the features of different specialties, combines
key stages and semesters as its teaching form. The total requirements for
liberal arts are about 2,200 hours and 155 credits, while those for science
are approximately 2,400 hours and 165 credits.

The courses offered by the university comprise five parts: General
Education Courses ( General Required Courses and Part Required Cour-
ses), Basic Courses in Discipline, Specialty-oriented Courses, Freely
Elective Courses, and Practice and Internship Courses. General Education
Courses are offered mainly in the first academic year, Basic Courses in
Discipline and Specialty-oriented Courses usually in the second and third
academic year, Freely Elective Courses in the seventh semester, and Prac-
tice and Internship Courses in the eighth semester. Our university constant-
ly commits itself to adopting the most advanced education and teaching
administrative systems from other universities at home and abroad, in or-
der to optimize course structure and update teaching content.
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(A student comes across Mrs. Zhang from the Teaching Affairs Office
of Foreign Language School and asks her about course credits. )

Student: Good morning, Mrs. Zhang!

Mrs. Zhang: Good morning!

Student; May I ask you some questions?

Mrs. Zhang: Sure.

Student: How many credits should undergraduates achieve within four
years? R e |

Mrs. Zhang: Different credits are required in different grades. The
Teaching Affairs Office can tell you more about your particular course
teaching plan.

Student: How many courses do we need to graduate?

Mrs. Zhang: Four: credits in General Required Courses, Specialty-ori-
ented Required Courses, Specialty-oriented Elective Courses, and
General Elective Courses.
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Student: How many credits do we need in Specialty-oriented Required
Courses and Specialty-oriented Elective Courses?

Mrs. Zhang: They are designed as a certain proportion of graduation
credits. You’d better consult the teaching plan.-

Student: Then how about the credits for General Elective Courses?

Mrs. Zhané; They are required to account for 10% of graduation cred-
its.

Student: How can I choose General Elective Courses?

Mrs. Zhang: You need to choose them in the second term after your en-
rollment. You can choose 2 or 3 courses per term until you get enough
credits.

Student: Can I make up if I fail in General Elective Courses?

Mrs. Zhang: No. You are required to restudy the subjects next term.

Student . What if I fail to achieve the required credits in General Elective
Courses when graduating?

Mrs. Zhang: You can make up the credits with Specialty-oriented Elec-
tive Courses.

Student: Thanks a lot. Good-bye.

Mrs. Zhang: My pleasure. Bye.
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(Wang Hua, an English major, is talking with Li Na, a computer science
major. )

Wang Hua: Hi, Li Na, nice to meet you on this new campus!

Li Na: Nice to meet you too! Are you also a freshman here?

Wang Hua: Yes. [ major in English. What about you?

Li Na. Computer science. But you know I'm just a beginner, and I have
a heavy class load this semester. I'll have to study hard. How many
classes are you taking this semester, then?

Wang Hua: Five. I'll have to study a lot, too. I think the hard work
will all be worthwhile in the long run.

Li Na: Do you have oral English class?

Wang Hua: Sure, because we're English majors and we’ve got a native
English speaking teacher.

Li Na; We also have oral English, but I find it difficult to learn. Can
you give me any tips?

Wang Hua: First of all, you'd better compete for the chance to speak
and take an active part in the activities organized by the teacher. You
know, practice makes perfect. But it’s not enough to practice only in
class, and you need to practice more after class.

4
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Li Na: Could you tell me how to practice oral English after class?

Wang Hua: Try to speak English with your classmates or friends, and
don’t be afraid of being laughed at. You can practice oral English in
the dormitory, or in the cafeteria, for example. Be an early bird to
read aloud to practice your pronunciation. You also need to practice
listening. Try to imitate the pronunciation of native speakers. You can
listen to VOA or BBC, etc.

Li Na: Thank you very much. I've got a lot from you. I'm sure I can
make it.

Wang Hua: You're welcome. Oops! I'll be late for my class. See you
later!

Li Na:. Bye-bye!
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(Li Li, a freshman, is talking about choosing elective courses with Liu
Xin, a junior. )

Li Li: Which elective course are you planning to take?

Liu Xin: I’m thinking of taking the course in biochemistry.

Li Li: Biochemistry is too abstract for me, so I've no interest in it. I
want to take a course where I'll not only learn a lot but also enjoy my-
self.

Liu Xin: Then you could try English movies appreciation or viewing,
listening and speaking. You can learn English for fun.

Li Li; We freshmen have had English intensive reading and oral English.
I think that’s enough for beginners like me, and I'm not advanced e-
nough yet. But I'm very interested in the two courses you mentioned.
Could you tell me how our university offers English courses?

Liu Xin: In the first two years, undergraduates must take two General
Required Courses: English intensive reading and oral English. To help
the students continually study English in the four years, our university
offers many advanced English courses through General Elective Cour-
ses. Besides the two I just mentioned, a survey of western culture,
English interpretation, American literature, and so on are also provid-
ed.

Li Li: You mentioned a survey of western culture? How about the teacher?
Liu Xin; The teacher’s young and beautiful, who has just come back
from the US. I'm sure you will benefit a lot if you take her course.
Li Li: Then I'll take that course. I think I can learn a lot about western
culture and people there. That’ll be very helpful to improve my Eng-

lish.

Liu Xin: That’s a good idea!
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specialized course/specialty-oriented course %\

intensive reading 1L

extensive reading (7 i

make a specialty of [)-++--- JEAk

accounting £xif2#

analytical geometry f##f7 JL{[
calculus f{fH4y

electronics Hi, F2¢

genetic engineering %% T
journalism 3 [5]2#

pedagogy HE¥

zoology ¥

lecturer Ui

algebra Q%

botany fHY)%¥

ecology A%

environment science ¥ IEFElF
horticulture  [E] 7%
mechanics  HLHR

statistics  4gitaf

assistant B #{

associate professor &I #%
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full professor IF #(#%7 honorary professor %425 #( 47
visiting scholar Jj[a] 2% dean FFE{E,%¥Bebik
head teacher/class teacher BEF/F tutor HiFH

What’s your major? /What are you majoring in? R~ HA %2
What do you specialize in?  {RFEB A7

I minored in Japanese in my college.  K“# H IR HHiE HiE,

I’'m an English major. & REHIEL A,

What was your GPA ( grade point average) last semester?
w2 IR B PP 24

Where do I register for classes?  FRE|WHFJLIEM iR?

My final test is worth half my grade.

IR Z AL R GBS —F

How many credits for each course? %[ JERFEJLN2507

Attending Lectures & hnijf B

Besides teaching, universities also have another function: academic
research. In order to make students aware of that and foster their ability
to do research, lectures are offered on campus almost every day. There
is no exception for our university. It attaches great importance to this and
every year spends over 10,000,000 yuan to invite famous professors,
experts and successful people at home and abroad as honorary professors
or to give lectures to the students and teachers. By listening to the lec-
tures, students can master the knowledge accumulated by professors after
years of study and research. What’s more, their visions can be broad-
ened in a short period of time and they can keep up with the latest deve-
lopment in certain fields. Besides, students can benefit a lot through the
experiences of these professors. There are other kinds of lectures showing
students practical knowledge, such. as how to become self-confident,
how to make up, which can help them prepare to meet future challenges.

Walking on the campus or browsing the university’s website, you
may find yourself surrounded by posters, notices or introductions for lec-
tures. Li Changyu, David Paul, so many great masters and you can’t
help following the students in learning from their specialties.
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(In the lecture hall, two Foreign Language School students are talking
with each other. )

Sun Li. Excuse me, is this seat taken?

Li Ling. Yes. But you can sit here.

Sun Li: Thank you very much! It’s too hard for us to get a seat when at-
tending a lecture! How did you find one?

Li Ling: Oh, I came here even before the door was open. To get a seat,
I even gave up my breakfast. You see, I reserved these six seats for
my roommates, and I also ask them to bring me breakfast. But one of
them can’t make it today, so you can take the seat. As a matter of
fact, I don’t think taking seats is right although it’s a common prac-
tice.

Sun Li: Anyway, I should thank you for giving up the seat for me. By
the way, have you heard of the lecturer today?

Li Ling; You mean Doctor Jiang Nan? I only know a little about him.
One of my teachers told us something about him and introduced some
of his articles to us. He is now a professor at Geogia State University.
He is a Chinese, but he can get a post in an American university. I
never dreamed of having the opportunity to see him with my own eyes

9
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and attend his lectures today in our university !

Sun Li: Yeah! I also feel excited! But I didn’t expect there would be so
many students here already.

Li Ling: Not every university can have the honor of his visit and he must
have a tight schedule every day, so all the students want to grasp the
chance to get some useful knowledge.

Sun Li: Do you know what his topic is today?

Li Ling: A brief introduction of second language acquisition and teach-
ing. He specializes in it, has a doctoral degree and he’s achieved a lot.

Sun Li: It’s a pity that he can only stay here for a few days. I wonder
who will be the next master invited to our university.

Li Ling: I’ve heard that our university keeps inviting “the authorities” in
various fields from all over the world to give us lectures. Have you
heard of Stephen Hawking? He is one of our honorary professors.

Sun Li: Really? Will Mr. Hawking come to our university?

Li Ling: Maybe in the near future. But I've heard now he is preparing
for traveling in space.

Sun Li: Look! Here Doctor Jiang comes! He looks very young and
pleasant !
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