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The British Council have been partnering with Guangdong Department of Education
on vocational education collaboration since 2000. During the first phrase of this success-
ful partnership from 2001 to 2006, we organized learner — centred teaching methodology
training programmes, aiming to improve the quality of teaching and learning in vocation-
al education and to develop the capacity of teachers in Guangdong. We also facilitated
active exchanges between the UK colleges and Guangdong colleges to understand the
TVET systems in both countries and share best practice.

The British Council and the Guangdong Department of Education have organized
various kinds of capacity building activities including inbound and outbound train-
ing, trainer training, principals study visit as well as workshops and seminars to in-
troduce the UK TVET system and UK qualifications. Around 400 teachers and 60
principals have directly received training over the six years of partnership. The UK’
s learner — centred teaching methodology has taken root and been widely put into
practice in vocational colleges in Guangdong. This has contributed to the improve-
ment of the quality of teaching and learning, which is at the heart of the vocational
education reform.

Although we have now developed our collaboration at a higher level with a joint
curriculum development project, the learner — centred teaching methodology training
programme delivered by UK trainers continues thanks to the efforts of Guangdong Poly-
technic Normal University supported by Guangdong Department of Education. Another
2500 teachers in Guangdong have received training under the programme so far. This
book has collected UK learner — centred teaching methodology theory and best practice
supported by case studies from Chinese teachers who have put the methodology into
practice. I am sure this book will enhance the learning quality of the learners and will
benefit more teachers who have not received training before.

The British Council are proud to contribute to the mutually — beneficial and sustain-
able collaboration between the UK and Guangdong in vocational education over the last
twelve years. We will continue to work with our Chinese partners including Guangdong
Department of Education to enhance the quality of vocational education and training in
both China and the UK so that young people in both countries are better equipped with
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the right skills to build their successful careers.

Here, I would like to thank all the people who have contributed tremendously to
this book. I hope the UK’ s experience and lessons will provide useful direction for
Chinese teachers to develop their own teaching methodology which fits their own context.
I am looking forward to more valuable work and experience to be could be shared in the

near future, which will contribute to the vocational education reform and development in

China and the UK.

Susan Milner
Director of Education, British Council China,

First Secretary, Cultural and Education Section of British Embassy
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The Universit'y of Huddersfield has been proud and delighted to participate in this
exciting and important work developing the quality of vocational education and training.
We are very grateful to Guangdong Education Department and particularly grateful to our
long standing partners at Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University for their support, fa-
cilitation, hospitality and expertise. We have forged a very rewarding partnership with
the Teachers’ Centre and would like to thank them for their support and inspiration. It
is always a pleasure to work with such excellent partners.

The University of Huddersfield has a long history of training and developing voca-
tional teachers, and teacher educators that stretches back into the last century. It is a
recognised Centre for Excellence for Teacher Training for the Post — Compulsory Sector
in the UK, with a remit for raising the quality of teacher education in this sector. It has
been particularly stimulating for us to have the opportunity to learn about approaches to
teaching VET in China. We have appreciated being able to work with Chinese col-
leagues, learning about the education system in Guangdong, sharing good practice and
sharing some of our experience in the development of student — centred and creative
teaching techniques.

A book such as this provides VET teachers with a valuable resource. It gives many
more teachers access to new ways of thinking about teaching and learning. It introduces
theories and concepts of learner — centred education to a wider audience and demon-
strates how it works in practice. The use of case — studies enables readers to see how
techniques and approaches work in real situations and makes these ideas meaningful and
replicable.

I commend the writers and all the participants in this imaginative project, and hope
that it continues to bear fruit in the future.

Dean, Professor Christine Jarvis

School of Education and Professional Development

University of Huddersfield
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