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| Preface | 4

View of Great Beauty

Towards the end of 2012, my friend Wang Hui sought me out to ask me to compile a book
introducing Xinjiang to the readers. At the same time, he brought a copy of Tibet: Fast and Furious,
published by the Commercial Press. It was a refreshing read for me — a great book with nice pictures
and high-quality, straightforward text in both Chinese and Eriglish, arranged in a format that takes
readers straight into the action — fitting in with all the “micro™ culture that we have nowadays —
microblogs, microfilms, and the like. For this reason I was of course interested in producing a
new book in the same vein. After a year of hard work with the participation and support of various
authors, Xinjiang: Vast and Varied has finally come out. I hope this book, the product of the hard
work of a number of people, meets with a positive reception from readers.

Xinjiang: Vast and Varied is part of the “1-Minute China” series. Thése books seek to widen
the angle of view and expand the field of vision, revealing new details and dimensions. Looking
at Xinjiang close-up, these microblogs get the readers very close to the topical matter, bringing
the details further to life with a large amount of vibrant pictures, giving the reader a view into the
conditions, the life styles and the state of development in Xinjiang, and providing the readers with a
real, unique and detailed impression of Xinjiang.

What kind of place is Xinjiang? Different people will have different answers, just as “a hundred
readers will have a hundred versions of Shakespeare’s Hamlet”. A seminar on “Shaping and
Spreading the Image of Xinjiang” was held in Beijing, and more than 40 distinguished experts and
scholars were invited to give their ideas and suggestions on how to shape the image of Xinjiang. Just
before the seminar started, they were asked to use a few key words to describe Xinjiang, the most
commonly appearing ones include: “far”, “large”, “beautiful”, “awesome”, “backwards”, “mysterious”
and the like. - .

Xinjiang is a very mysterious and at times confusing place. T’:he place is famous through many
popular songs extolling its virtues as a far-off beautiful place, but in recent years a number of violent
incidents have provoked feelings of worry and unease about the region. I have been lucky enough to
live in Xinjiang for 3 years, supporting the local development, and getting close to the place and the
people that inhabit it. Interacting with all kinds of people and ethnic groups has given me a new view
on the place and its people — a true understanding. If I had to pick a few words to describe the place
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tiful”, “vast”, “bountiful” and “good” would be the ones.

, “beautiful” — Xinjiang has unique natural scenery, and can be called one of the most
places in China. In past conversations with my friends in the media, we haye!discussed
Xinjiang’s beauty, and have found that to describe the place the two best phrases seem to be “great
beauty” and “most beautiful”. It is a kJind of intoxicating beauty — whether it’s your first time there or
one of many trips, you will always have a new feeling and meet with new surprises. The high-altitude
lakes in the Tianshan Mountains, the beautiful scenes of Kanas, the green corridors of grapevines in
Turpan, the Narat grasslands, the serene Kokotay Sea, the famed scenic pastoral areas, covered in
the typical floral cover of the Central Asian plains leave visitors with unforgettable memories. The
southern, middle and northern routes of the Silk Road, along with the Jiaohe City Ruins, the Loulan
Ruins, the Kizil Buddha Grottoes and countless other sceneries renowned both in China and abroad,
make for amazing sceneries to behold. Xm;mg is full of countless beautiful sights all with their
own characteristics — no matter how you go in describing them in flowery prose, you will still not
have gone too far. The beauty of Xinjiang is not only in natural aspects, but also in the people, food,
customs, and other areas. The famous poet Huatig Yi said: “I’ve never been to another place like
Xinjiang — it lights all five senses on fire, dazzling you with indescribable colours, enchanting music,
beautiful cuisine, almost stifling aromas, and the tactical sensations of past and present. This is a
banquet for the senses, a feast for one’s spirit.”

Second, “vast” — Xinjiang is situated in the centre of the Eurasian continent with an area of 1.66
million square kilometres — one sixth of the total area of China, three times larger than France and
seven times larger than the United Kingdom. Its land border with other countries runs for 5,7000
kilometres, touching Mongolia, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan
and India. It is China’s largest province or ‘region in terms of area, border length and number of
foreign countries bordered. The average distance between the seats of the various cities and sections
of Xinjiang and the capital city of Urumgi exceeds 400 kilometres — something unheard of in China’s
inner provinces. The region contains the world’s largest inland basin, the Tarim Basin, as well as
China’s longest inland river, the Tarim River, in addition to the Taklimakan Desert — the world’s
second largest.

Third, “bountiful” — It refers to many aspects of Xinjiang: from race to religion to culture.
This is an area in which many interact. With a total population of 22.6 million people, comprising
more than 60% of ethnic minorities in 55 groups, with 13 groups of native peoples. Historically,
specific geographic features made Xinjiang the main trunk of the Silk Road, a corridor through
which numerous peoples traveled and mixed, especially in the areas of religion and culture.
Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Taoism and other religions have co-existed here; the four great
classical civilisations and various other cultures have collided and mixed here, creating a rich multi-

dimensional culture. Prof. Ji Xianlin, a master of Chinese culture studies, said, “In the long history of



our world with its broad expanses and complex system, those cultures with the farthest reach numk:g
only four, without a candidate for fifth: China, India, Greece and classical Islamic Civilisation.
The areas in which they came together are of course only Xinjiang and Dunhuang.” The bounty
of Xinjiang also appears in its plenﬁ@ biological and mineral resources — more than 4,000 plant
*svpccies, 700 species of wild amr%m Xmﬁz&g Coal, petroleum and natural gas exist in
&éted amounts totalling 40%, 30% % of national reserves, first i in the nation.

“And fourth is “good”. In the year 60 B.C., the Western Han Government established at Wulei

(the present-day Luntai County of Bayangol Mongol Autonomous Prefecture) the Protectorate of the
Western Region, and from this point onward, Xinjiang was drawn into Chinese maps. For more than
two thousand years,‘ the people of the region have worked together supporting each other, repelling
foreign aggressions and developing and protecting the border of our country, building a beautiful life
for all groups through hard work and intelligence, creating a splendid history and culture together.
Through the fluctuations of history, the rise and fall of dyrllasties, rivers and mountains themselves,
the passion for honesty and good flowing through the veins of these people is reflected in their
hospitality when they receive you, whether in a yurt, small traditional courtyard, or urban building.
Modern-day Xinjiang is a place of rapid economic development, innovation in new industries, and
brilliant cultural produce, where the standard of living is constantly rising in what is shaping up to
be a golden area that will be brighter, more harmonious, and better culturéd through the efforts of
everyone who works hard on this land.

How beautiful Xinjiang is! And what a nice place it is! If, after you read this book, you have the
chance to visit Xinjiang yourself, I welcome you to do so, experiencing the sites for yourself as the
region welcomes you with both arms open — you’ll find the scenery, people, food, songs, and dance

all unforgettable additions to your experience — a beautiful and different experience.

Zuo Feng
January, 2015
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XINJIANG: VAST AND VARIED
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e T'he wind, snow-capped peaks, grasslands, white poplars, and the sky — these
descriptions of Xinjiang are so captivating! However, wind, snow-capped
peaks, grasslands, white poplars, and sky aren’t all that Xinjiang has. It’s hard
to describe the region in a few words.
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In China’s more populous inland areas, an hour can take you through a few
cities, whereas in Xinjiang, it’s only the start of a trip.
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Geagraphy and Travel
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In Xinjiang, even an ordinary forest or lake deserves the appellations “grand”
and “wild”. The former reflects its geographic layout, dnd the latter its
character — the natural vibrancy of life.
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East-west travel in Xinjiang runs at breakneck speed — more than a millennium
ago, Xinjiang was the only transit corridor between China, Central Asia, and
Europe. Although the “maritime silk road” became the route of choice later,
and the southerly sea route became the main transit channel between China
and Europe, the former route from China to the West was not swallowed up
by the desert. It has always been there.
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The highest ice-capped peaks, the sweltering Qarakhoja basin, the beautiful
grasslands, the coarse and broad Gobi Desert, the vast arid expanses, the
pleasant and natural oases, the full and dry times of the riverbeds, the lush
orchards, the green and bright lakes and iron-hard mountains — these contrasts,
contradictions and extremes are all part of the body of Xinjiang, a unique and
healthy beauty. This kind of beauty is only found in Xinjiang.
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New is the character and power, as well as the hope and future of Xinjiang.
Let us see it change rapidly for the better! Xinjiang has the right and the
power to become an abundant, beautiful place. Even though we may not be
able to describe it fully, Xinjiang early on found a good name for itself, which
means “new frontier” in Chinese.



