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Ian Munro: a British spy working for British
Intelligence
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Naylor: Ian Munro’s boss
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Cochrane: another British spy working for

British Intelligence
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Lisa Jardine: a nurse in Wanaka, New Zealand
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. Look at the picture on the front cover. What kind of place does
it show?

. Read about the People in the story on page 6. Is Cochrane Ian
Munro’s boss? Where does Lisa Jardine live? What does she
do?

. Look at the map on page 7 and the Contents on page 5. Which
island of New Zealand does Ian Munro go to?

. If you have the recording, listen to Chapter 1.



Chapter 1 From Fiji to
Christchurch

Ian Munro was lying on a beach on the Fijian
island of Viti Levu. The sun was hot and the sea was
warm and blue. Next to him a tall beautiful Fijian
woman was putting sun oil on her long dark legs.

“This is the life,” Munro thought to himself.

Just then a man with a phone in his hand ran
along the beach from Munro’s hotel. He was wearing
a white shirt and dark trousers — one of the hotel
workers.

‘Mr Munro! Mr Munro!” he called.

Munro sat up.

‘Telephone, Mr Munro,’ said the man, giving
Munro the phone. ‘Your father. He says it’s
important.’

‘Thank you,’ said Munro. He took the phone.
‘Hello?’

‘Munro,’ said a voice that Munro knew well. It
was Naylor, his boss.

‘Hello, Dad,’ said Munro.

‘Forget the jokes,’ said Naylor. ‘Are you with
someone?’

“Yes,’ replied Munro.

Chapter 1 From Fiji to Christchurch 9



‘I know you’re on holiday. But I need you. Are
you free?’

‘No, but I can be,’ replied Munro.

‘Good,’ said Naylor. ‘Get yourself to New
Zealand. There’s a plane tonight to Christchurch.
Your ticket will be at the airport. Cochrane will meet
you at Christchurch airport. You know Cochrane?’

Munro did know Cochrane. He always had a lot to
say for himself. Too much, actually, thought Munro.

‘Yes,” he answered.

‘Good,’ said Naylor again. ‘He’ll find you at the
airport. And he’ll tell you what the job is.’

Munro smiled to himself. Naylor never left Britain
on business or on holiday.

‘Any questions?’ asked Naylor.

‘No,” said Munro. Naylor finished the call. Munro
looked at the woman next to him. Then he spoke into
the phone again.

‘Oh no! That’s terrible,” he said. ‘Yes, of course
[ can. I’ll get a plane as soon as I can...OK, Dad...
Yes... Yes... I’ll call you from the airport... OK.
Bye.’

He turned off the phone and kissed the woman
softly.

‘Sorry, my dear,” he said. ‘I’ve got to go. My
grandmother’s very ill.’

10 The New Zealand File



‘Oh Ian!” she said, looking up at him with a half-
smile on her face. ‘Every time you come to Fiji one
of your family gets ill and you have to leave early.
What is wrong with all you Munros?’

Munro laughed.

‘I’1l call you,” he said, touching the side of her
face. Then he stood up and started walking along the
beach.

* ok ok

Twelve hours later Munro’s plane arrived at
Christchurch airport. Munro watched out of the
window as the plane moved across to the airport
buildings. Fiji was a wonderful place, but it was good
to get back to work.

Munro was one of a number of people who
worked for British Intelligence. Many years ago
people called them spies. Today they were ‘foreign
executives’. Same job, different name.

Cochrane was waiting for him, a small bag in his
hand, a smile on his face. He was wearing a dark
brown jacket and light brown trousers. He looked
like someone who sold used cars.

‘Good holiday?’ he asked. ‘Fiji, I hear. Lovely
place, lovely people.’

‘Yes,’ said Munro.

‘Let’s get a coffee, shall we?’ said Cochrane. ‘“Then

Chapter 1 From Fiji to Christchurch 11



I’1l tell you what the old man’s got for you.’

Naylor? The old man? Munro smiled to himself.
He couldn’t see Naylor liking that.

Five minutes later they were sitting at a table in
a corner of the airport coffee shop. Munro looked
around at the other people. Cochrane saw him.

‘Hey! Come on, Munro,’ he said, laughing a little.
‘I can do my job, you know. Nobody followed me
here.’

Munro said nothing. He just waited for Cochrane
to begin.

Cochrane put his bag on the table and opened it.
He started taking things out and putting them in front
of Munro.

‘Map of New Zealand,’ he said. ‘Car keys. I'll
show you the car when we’ve finished here. Phone.
My number is in the address book. Address of safe
house.” He gave Munro a piece of paper. ‘Nobody
knows about this place except you and me. And the
old man, of course. Remember the address and give
me back the paper.” Munro read the address twice
and then passed it back to Cochrane.

Cochrane showed Munro a photo of a man — just
the head and shoulders. The man had short fair hair
and blue eyes. He was wearing a light blue shirt,
open at the neck.

12 The New Zealand File



‘Longstaffe,” said Cochrane. ‘One of ours. Do you

know him?’

‘I know who he is,” said Munro. ‘I don’t think I’ve
ever spoken to him.’

‘That’s OK,” said Cochrane putting away the
photo. ‘He knows who you are too. He’s a good
man.’

Cochrane shut his bag and drank some of his
coffee.

‘Well,” he said. ‘This is the job. Go to Haast

Beach...” He started to open the map, but Munro

Chapter 1 From Fiji to Christchurch 13



