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UNIT 1

Passage A

The comprehension passages on this course are designed
to help you increase your rcading speed. A higher reading
rate, with no loss of comprehension, will help you in other
subjects as well as English, and the gencral principles apply
to any language. Naturally, you will not read every book at
the same speed. You would expect to read a newspaper, for
example, much more rapidly than a physics or cconomics
tcxtbook — but you can raisc your average rcading spced
over the whole range of materials you wish to cover so that
the percentage gain will be the same whatever kind of rcad-
ing you are concerricd with.®

The rcading passages which follow are all of an average
level of difficulty for your stage of instruction. They are all
approximatcly 500 words long. They are about topics of gen-
cral intercst which do not require a great deal of specialized
knowledge. Thus they [all between the kind of reading you
might find in your textbooks and the much less demanding
kind you will find in a newspaper or light novel. If you rcad
this kind of English, with understanding, at, say, 400 words
per minute , you might skim through a newspaper at perhaps
650—700, while with a difTicult textbook you might drop to
200 or 250. '
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Perhaps you would like to know what rcading speeds
are common among native English-speaking university stu-
dents and how those spceds can be improved. Tests in
Minnesotaw, U.S.A., for example, have shown that students
without special training can rcad English of average dilli-
culty; for example Tolstoy’s War and Peace in translation®,
at speeds of between 240 and 250 w.p.m. with about 70%
comprchension; Minnesota claims that after 12 half-hour les-
sons, one a week®, the reading speed can be increased, with
no loss of comprehension, to around 500 w.p.m. It is [urther
claimed that with intensive training over scventecn weeks,
speeds of over 1000 w.p.m. can be reached, but u:iém be
quite exceptional.

1. A higher reading rate will help in other subjects as well
asEnglish . %

A/ provided there is no loss of understanding

B. only if we memorize well

C. but not in any other language

D. though not as-a general principle

2. You would cxpect to read a diflicult cconomics
textbook

A. ;is fast as you read a newspaper

\B/ more slowly than you read a newspaper
C. more quickly than you read these passages
D. only very rarely
3. You can expect to read the passages on- this
course
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A/ more quickly than you read your textbooks
B. more quickly than you rcad a newspaper
C.moreslowly than you rcad your:textbooks
. D. fastér than any other kind'of material
4. The average unirained native spcaker at the University
of Minnesota = =
A.readsat 600 w.p.m. - !
B. reads at about 300 w.p.m.-
C. cannot read difficult works in translation
\P/./&::s at about 245 w.p.m.
5. The University of Minneseta' claims that in 12 half-hour
lessons

Avit-can triple a student’s reading speed -

B.it can double a student’s reading speed

C. it can.increase a student’s reading specd four times

D.'no real increasein reading-speed can be achieved
Notes: i

(1). You would s+~ concerned with X4 but £
HFEF)a) T E RS R E AT G4, ﬁbk'ﬁ]ﬂl,ﬁ—-"i‘i
WA,

(2). Minnesota Bi/E9Rik (SEHALFR—IH)

(3)- Tolstoy’s War and Peace in translation® ﬁ:é]” Hr e 6y
RS #iER '

(4). Minnesota...one a week, X347 & K+ %Eﬁﬁ}ﬂ
VRFHERIEN, S+ 8E—0. SRR %
[ TUNGRER SFeseeee



Passage B

Are you aware that you actually possess six senses? The
sixth is a muscular®sense responsible for directing your mus-
cles intelligently — to the exact extent necessary for each ac-
tion you perform. For example, when you reach for an ob-
ject, the scnsoryoncrvcs linking the muscles to the brain stop
your hand at the correct spot. This automatic perception®of
the position of your muscles in relation to the object is your
muscular sense in action,

Muscles are stringy bundles of fibers® varying from one
fivethousandth of an inch to about three inches. They have
three unique characteristics: they can become shorter and
thicker; they can ﬂ(cféii;; and they can retract to their origi-
nal position. Under a ﬂh-powcred migf;gnpe, muscle tis-
sue® is seen as long, slender cells with a grainygtcxturemlikc
wood.

More than half of a person’s body is composed of mus
cle fibres, most of which are involuntary — in other words,
work without conscious direction. The voluntary muscles,
those that we moveé consciously to perform: particular
actions, number more than five hundred. Women have only
60 to 70 per cent as much muscle as men for their body mass.
That is why an average woman can’l lift as much, throw as
far, or hit as hard as an average man.

6. According 1o the first paragraph, the muscular sensc re-
sponsible for
e



A. linking the muscles to the brain
B. the work of only our involuntary muscles
C. theé normal breathing function
- D/directing our muscles intelligently
7. Under a high-powered microscope, muscle tissue appears

to be ' 7

A. wood :%cxlurcd like 'vood
B. colored like wood ~ D. long and slrdn.

8. Muscles are unique fibers in which they can
A. draw back C. become longer
B. contract D. all of the above -~

9. An average woman is weaker than an average man be-
cause she has
A. more involuntary muscles than an average man
B/bnly 60 to 70 per cent as much muscle a man has
C. 60 to 70 per cent as much muscle for her body mass
D. less muscle fiber for her body weight

10. Implied but not stated: ,
© A. There are many more than 500 involuntary muscles
in the body.

B. Muscle tissuc is stringy.
C. The muscular sense is less important than any other

sense.
D. Muscular sense involves automatic perception.

Notes:
(1). muscular a. UL & WLAEHS



(2). sensory a. BB - HIPEAY
(3). perception n.JB&5G: HI
(4). fibers n.£F 4

(5). tissue n.ZH4R

(6). grainy a. AREURAY

(7). texture n. (FERE) WLFE

Passage C .

Qurs is a big world, complex and full of many diverse®

people. People with: many varying points of view arc con-
stantly running up agahst®olhers who have differing opin-
ions. Those of us who smoke are just one group of many.
Recently, the activism® of non-smokers has reminded us of
the need to be considerate®of others when we smoke in pub-
ficies )
. But, please! Enough is enough! We would like to remind
non-smokers that c‘ourtesy@is a two-way street. If you polite-
ly request that someone not smoke you are more likely Lo re-
ceive a cooperative responsc than if you scowl@fierccly and
hurl®insults. If you speak directly to someone; you arc more
likely to get what you want than if you complain to the man-
agement. !

Many of us have been smoking for so long that we
sometimes forget that others are not used to the aroma® of
burning tobacco. We’re human, and like everyone clse we
occasionally offend unknowingly. But most of us are open to
friendly suggestions @and comments, and quite willing to
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modify our behavior to accommcdate®others.
Smokers arc people, too. We laugh and cry. We have
hopes, dreams, aspirau'ons”. We have children and mothers
1d pets. We cat our hamburgers with everything on them
nd salute™ the Mag at Fourth of July picnics. We hope
you’ll remember that the next time a smoker lights up in pub-
lic.
11. If the above is an advertisement, who is the one putling
it on newspaper?
A. A non-smoker C. An cditor.
B A smoker. D. A newspaperman.
12. When you politcly say “please don’t” to someone who
has a cigarette and match in hands, he will
A.ignorc what you say z
B. blow smoke in your face and say “don’t I?”
C. say “thank you very much” and light his cigarctte
_D. say “sorry” and put them back
13. When a smoker offends you by smoking, he =
A. does this on purpose
gj..docsn’t know he offends
C. insists.on having the right to smoke in your face
D.is making trouble
14. “Courtesy is a two-way street” means - boug
A. Courtesy is especially needed in streets
B.itis impolite to smokg in public -
C. if you arc polite to others you arc'likcly to be trcated:
NS politely -



D. a street has two ways, if you go one I’ll go the tther

15. The ;cnding selection is in favor of . o rights,
\Mmokers’ C. emplyers’
B. non-smokers’ D. employees’
Notes:

© (1). diverse a. ZFEHM, BEBEL | 10 Wass ]
(2). run up against {83 L
(3). activism n.FWR, &3, FEEK [0 Lt vizm ]
(4). considerate a.fkiR#, HIEH] on S dovei )
(5). courtesy n. 3.5 [/Fa: 65 |

(6). scowl v R BUBATHIM (Skou (]
(7). hurlinsults A EF A, BY
(8). aroma n 5%, ik | yourma)
(9). accommodate v.i&RN, TH
(10). aspiration n. ;=S i [.Z’SW'TQ'i/&ﬂ)
(11). salute v. B8 1740

Passage D

Harveys,Elmers, Berthas, Matildas, and other pcople
with unusual names often $uffer. Psychologists® and
educators®have found that while names cannot make people
rich or famous, they can facilitate® or prevent the develop-
ment of a good self-image®, and can even affect success in
school, in work, and in making friends.

Researchers have found that people often agree on cer-
tain characteristics® that they idcntify° with particular
names. A recent U.S. study showed that college students es-



pecially liked “active” names, such as Michael, James, and
Wendy, and thought that Michael and James were extremely
masculine®names while Wendy was very feminine®. Also, all
the students disliked “ passlvc names like Alfreda, Percival,
and Isadore, and lhey “doubted the masculinity of men
named Percival and Isadore.

In 1963 a British psychelogist asked a,group-of people
to list different names according to age, trustworthiness® ,
attractiveness® , sociability®, kindness, and lack of aggres-

on®, The psychologist discovered that most of the people

agrced that a John is trustworthy and kind; Robins are
young; Tonys, sociable; Agneses, old; Agneses and Matildas,
unattractive; and Anns, nonaggressive. In another study it
was discovered that both men and women students sterco-
typcd about twenty names; they considered common, popu
lar names as better, stronger, and more active than unusual
ones. Also, related studies seemed to indicate that pcople ap-
parcmly@l@ stereotypes; while third and sixth-grade pu-
pils confirmed the adults’ stereotypes, kindergarten children
did not.
16. According to the passage a “good” namg mas iy

A. makes one rich

B. makes one well-known

*C. helps one develop a good self-image -

D. prevent one [rom developing a good self-image
17. Michacl, James and Wendy are considered -

A. feminine names C. passive names -



B. masculineiames' -D /éé!ivc nafhes
18. Tf someone named Isadore, he is often thought of

A hctive-- £ €. lack of masculinity
“B. pagsive- - «  Dulack of masculinity
19. According to the arlicle, stcreotypesare - .
A.bornwith. - C.e¢sssential .
B,"lcayned-latcr : D. unnecessary

20. Which is the!proper title?>
A< Stereotypes and Names.
- ZB{A Study of Names.
C. Uncommon:and Attractive Names..
D, Common and-Acceptable Names.
Notes: - '
- (1) psychologist n. P25
(2). educator n.H HFXK
(3). facilitate v. @, {28k
(4). self- image n. BRIER, GREFE:
(5). characteristics n 414, - HE4%
(6). identifly v - G- Tl —H. KRERF
(7). masculine a. B¥EH, FHHEAIZSEH
(8). feminine a. Ze¥ER. TFEH
(9). trustworthiness n. trust{F{F worthy {H88). H&
AR AT, AR
(10). attractiveness n. 85|, %)
(11). sociability n. 332841 ,
(12). lack of aggression filt Z HFHLL, FRZ TN
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