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Editor’s Note

Great progress has been made in developing a sound legal system in China over the past
three decades since the reform and opening up to the outside world. A multi-tier socialist legal
system with Chinese characteristics, that takes the Constitution as the core and the other laws
and regulations as the backbone, has taken shape. In response to the deepening of international
cooperation and exchange between China and the outside world, we have compiled and are to
publish the Laws and Regulations of the People’s Republic of China ( a Chinese-English bilingual
edition) , in order to, respectively enable foreigners of various circles to get a comprehensive
grasp of China’s legal system, currently applicable laws and regulations, and to get conversant
with China’s investment environment, and to meet the needs of the domestic professionals
engaged in foreign affairs for making publicity for and using Chinese laws and regulations.

This Collection consists of the Constitution and seven categories of laws and regulations,
that is, Constitution-related Law, Civil and Commercial Law, Administrative Law, Economic
Law, Social Law, Criminal Law, Litigation and Non-litigation Procedures. They are classified
into eight volumes: Constitutional Law, Civil and Commercial Law, Administrative Law ( |,
Il ), Economic Law ( [, II ), Social Law, Criminal Law and Procedure Law.

The English version of the laws and regulations contained in this Collection is translated
and finalized under the aegis of the Legislative Affairs Commission of the Standing Committee of
the National People’s Congress and the Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council.

Where any discrepancy arises between the English translation and the original Chinese

version in this Collection, the Chinese version shall prevail.

Legislative Affairs Office of the State Council
September, 2011
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Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China

(Adopted at the Fifth Session of the Fifth National
People’s Congress on December 4, 1982, promulgated for
implementation by the Proclamation of the National People’s
Congress on December 4, 1982, amended in accordance
with the Amendment to the Constitution of the People’s
Republic of China adopted at the First Session of the 7th
National People’s Congress on Aprl 12, 1988, the
Amendment to the Constitution of the People’s Republic of
China adopted at the First Session of the 8th National
People’s Congress on March 29, 1993, the Amendment to the
Constitution of the People’s Republic of China adopted at the
Second Session of the 9th National People’s Congress on
March 15, 1999, and the Amendment to the Constitution of
the People’s Republic of China adopted at the Second
Session of the 10th National People’s Congress on March 14,
2004)
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Preamble

China is a country with one of the longest histories in
the world. The people of all of China’s nationalities have
jointly created a culture of grandeur and have a glorious
revolutionary tradition.

After 1840, feudal China was gradually turned into a
semi-colonial and semi-feudal country. The Chinese people
waged many successive heroic struggles for national
independence and liberation and for democracy and
freedom.

Great and earthshaking historical changes have taken
place in China in the 20th century.

The Revolution of 1911, led by Dr. Sun Yat-sen,
abolished the feudal monarchy and gave birth to the
Republic of China. But the historic mission of the Chinese
people to overthrow imperialism and feudalism remained
unaccomplished.

After waging protracted and arduous struggles, armed
and otherwise, along a zigzag course, the Chinese people
of all nationalities led by the Communist Party of China
with Chairman Mao Zedong as its leader ultimately, in
1949 | overthrew the rule of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism, won a great victory in the New-
Democratic Revolution and founded the People’s Republic
of China. Since then the Chinese people have taken control
of state power and become masters of the country.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China,
China gradually achieved its transition from a New-

The

transformation of the private ownership of the means of

Democratic to a socialist society. socialist
production has been completed, the system of exploitation
of man by man abolished and the socialist system
established. The people’s democratic dictatorship led by
the working class and based on the alliance of workers and
peasants, which is in essence the dictatorship of the
proletariat, has been consolidated and developed. The
Chinese people and the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
have defeated imperialist and hegemonist aggression,
sabotage and armed provocations and have thereby
safeguarded China’s national independence and security
and strengthened its national defence. Major successes

have been achieved in economic development. An



