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A Brief Introduction to Manor
of Family Chang

Family Chang was the number one clan of
confusion merchant in Chinese history. The manor
of Family Chang is the biggest private one in
northern China. Shanxi Yuci Family Chang was
ambitious for Chinese No. 1 wealth and had mettle
to make money all over the world. Family Chang
had its tea manufacture in Wuyishan mountain area
and its teashop in Kyakhta. Family Chang opened
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up tea market northwards to Mongolia, Russia, A-
sia and Europe. Its tea business has gone for more
than 200 years. The business made Family Chang
as Shanxi tycoon merchant well known in China
and Sino — Russian merchant family. Why Family
Chang kept long at the top? The most important is
that the family was circumspect and farsighted and
was vigilant in wealth. The family scrupulously
abides by a family instruction that knowledge is the
base for a successful official /businessman. Family
Chang offered good education background to its de-
scendant. Scholar — pattern merchant doing excel-
lent business generation after generation. Skillfully
maneuvering out of a position, its family members
became No. 1 prominent family since Qing Dy-
nasty. The construction of Family Chang’ s
manor started at the end of Ming Dynasty and the
beginning of Qing Dynasty. Later in the middle
period of Qianlong, about 1770, it had been under
construction in large scale. The construction had
aims in pursuit of were for peace living, hard learn-
ing, moral character cultivation, reverie, view and
desire and sight — seeing. In the manor there is a
garden covering an area of 600000 sq. meters. The
construction of the manor lasted for almost two
centuries and resulted a dreaming manor the cham-

pion of private housing in China. Family Chang
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had successful businessmen generation after genera-
tion. After a century’ s of tribulation, one — quar-
ter fine buildings fortunately to survive. Though
vigorously repair and recovery, housing of 40000
sq. meters and garden of 80000 sq. meters, the
manor once again appears its elegant demeanor of
bygone days. In the manor, one attic, two veran-
das, three yards, four gardens, eight tablets, nine
halls, thirteen pavillions, twenty — five corridors
and twenty — seven houses are the important build-
ings. They combined Confucius order with Daoist
romantic and bear characteristics both south China’
s fineness and north China’ s sturdy thickset.
They are works of uncanny workmanship, of pol-
ished, free from wvulgarity, possessing natural
grace, with a extensive knowledge and profound
scholarship inside information when man walks in
the manor, each step a new sense. The manor is an
overall view of Chinese traditional culture. All the
side by side deep housing, the biggest Chinese an-
cestral hall, family school, xiulou for unmarried
daughters and the biggest private manor in north-
ern China, the most stone lions, and the finest
carvings of brick and woods, the most typical Han
—style colorful drawing will make a deep impres-
sion for every tourist.



