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Preface

China is in the era of the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation. After all
the vicissitudes , the Chinese nation cherishes such hard-won historic opportunity.
The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is gathering to become “the Chinese
Dream” and units Chinese people of all ethnic groups to fight for rejuvenating China
with a greater appeal.

By organizing the compilation of Confucius® Philosophy—Introduction to Chinese
Primitive Culture ,Beijing Oriental University builds a* Soul of China”in their own
way first as the soul of Beijing Oriental University,and then to realize™ the Chinese
Dream” together with the Chinese people.

“Soul of China” originates from Chinese primitive culture. Early Chinese civi-
lization led by The Book of Poetry,The Book of History,The Book of Changes, The
Book of Rites ,The Book of Music and Spring and Autumn Annals( Shi  Shu ., Li |
Yue Yi and Chun Qiu)has become the mainstream culture of China after the colla-
tion , interpretation and impartation of Confucius. It has continued for thousands of
yvears ,enculturated generations of Chinese people,and formed the national spirit of
symbiosis of the Chinese nation. I Ching reads, “ As Heaven keeps vigor through
movement, a gentleman should unremittingly practice self-improvement.” * As the
Earth’s capacity is to hold ,a gentleman should constantly cultivate virtue in himself
to shoulder the world.” The vigor and capacity of the Heaven and the Earth are the
fundamental basis for the existence of“Soul of China.”

“Since the modern times ,in order to be distinguished from the Western learn-
ing , the inherent culture of the Chinese nation has been called”science of China” |
“Chinese learning” . Zhang Taiyan thought that it should be known as” Chinese na-

tional culture” and“the inherent culture of a nation” as well. The Chinese nation is
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a multi-national family. It seems more proper to understand® the inherent culture of
a nation” as" the inherent culture of the Chinese nation” and” Chinese primitive cul-
ture.” It belongs to all the Chinese people around the globe.

Chinese primitive culture is of long standing and well established. Sima Tan in
the Western Han Dynasty wrote On the Six Schools. In his book , he analyzed and
sorted out different pre-Qin schools and integrated them into six schools, namely
Confucianism , Mohism , the Debating School , Legalism , Morality , Yin and Yang. To-
day, it remains an indispensible source of valuable book to study the history of pre-
Qin thoughts and the history of philosophy. Emperor Wu of Han Dynasty advocated
Confucianism, while accepting the doctrines of the Yellow Emperor and Lao Tsu.
As it was once recorded , “ Our court has its own system of governance. We rule by
force and by benevolent government. How can we use moral enlightenment alone?
Are you ready to implement the political system of the Zhou Dynasty?” ( The Book
of Han + An Account of Emperor Yuan) In Western Han Dynasty, an official post
was set 1o teach people the five classics. Since then,the era of classics was started.
With its enormous tolerance , Confucianism digested Buddhism and contributed to
the formation of the Confucius idealist philosophy of the Song and Ming Dynasties.
The Qian-Jia School in the Qing Dynasty inherited and carried forward the Confu-
cian classics. Thal is the path of the Chinese primitive culture. It provides endless
precious sources for building the® Soul of China.”

The great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation is carried out in an extremely
complicated international environment. The so-called sense of urgency is also what
the” Soul of China” means. Sima Qian said, “ Xibo wrote I Ching afier he was de-
lained ; Confucius wrote Spring and Auwtumn Annals after he was stranded; Qu
Yuan wrote Sorrow at Parting after he was exiled; Zuo Qiuming wrote the Book of
Historical Narrative after he became blind; Sun Tzu wrote a book on the art of war
after he suffered the miserable penalty; Lv Buwei wrote Mr. Lv's Annals after he
moved to and settled in Sichuan. Han Fei was imprisoned in the Qin Kingdom,
lonely and angry,and wrote three hundred poems. Masterpieces seem lo be wrilten

by the sages and the virtuous only they are pushed hard.” (A Letter to Ren'an)
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Preface

Sima Qian suffered castration and endured all disgrace and insults in order to ac-
complish his book Records of the Grand Historian. When pent up and confused , sa-
ges and the virtuous in the ancient times would recall the past and think about the
future to pacify their anger. What great national spirit it is! It is the ridge of the
Chinese nation.

Lu Xun once said, * Only the soul of the peopleis valuable. Only when it is
carried forward can China make real progresses.” ( Three Immortal Souls in the Aca-
demic Circle) Tt is Lu Xun who was covered by a piece of cloth with® Soul of the
Nation” by the Shanghai people when he passed away. No matter it is called” soul
of the people” or*soul of the nation” it is the®Soul of China.”

Confucius” Philosophy organized and compiled by Beijing Oriental University is
exactly a part of casting and carrying forward* Soul of China™and of building* the

Chinese Dream.”

Chen Qingkun
Jun 2014
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Author’s Preface

Generally speaking, Confucius philosophy refers to the philosophical thoughts
of Confucius; broadly speaking, it refers to the philosophical thoughts of Confucius
and his disciples. Nevertheless, Confucius philosophy stated in this textbook
includes Confucian philosophy of different historical periods. This statement does
not disregard or erase different schools of philosophy at different times , but bases on
the broad popularity of Confucius as the cultural symbol of Chinese ancient philoso-
phy and Chinese original culture in the world. Besides, as described in Yizhuan,
many different approaches and considerations can accomplish the same goal. In
spirit and culture | the knowledge of hundred schools of thought derives from the
“Tao” before“ Tao as technique fell apart because the country fell into chaos™ and
attempts to return to the “Tao” , i.e. the trend of unity of hundred schools of
thought , which is repeatedly realized in the inheritance of Confucian philosophy
founded by Confucius. The so-called” contention of hundred schools of thoughts”is
the integration of hundred schools of thought. Mencius and Xunzi successively
taught disciples and spread policy of benevolence and etiquette thoughts at Jixia
Academy ,the main venue of“ contention of hundred schools of thought” jand Xunzi
was affectionately known as the best teacher and appointed as the principal of Jixia
Academy three times,which contributed to Confucianism which soaked up the ad-
vantages of hundred schools of thoughts. Dong Zhongshu, a Confucian scholar of
Han Dynasty, integrated Confucianism, Taoism, Mohism, the School of Names, the
School of Yin and Yang,and Legalism and created the overwhelming Confucianism
of rulers of Han Dynasty. In the period from Song Dynasty to Ming Dynasty, Neo-
Confucianism integrating Confucianism , Buddhism and Taoism emerged. From these

conditions , we can see the dominant role of Confucianism inaugurated by Confucius
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Author's Preface

in Chinese ancient philosophy as well as the integration ability of Confucianism.
Furthermore ,in comparison with other philosophers and schools of philosophy in
ancient China, Confucius and his philosophical thoughts have unique charm. The
characteristics are shown below. 1.Continuity. Confucius inherited ancient civiliza-
tion, inaugurated later schools of philosophy having been handed down over two or
three thousand years, followed the rules of emperors Yao and Shun, imitated the
rules of Emperors Wen and Wu of Zhou Dynasty, compiled “ The Book of Songs”
( Shijing) and* The Spring and Autumn Annals” ( Chungiu) ,and established the
etiquette system. " Shang Dynasty inherited the etiquette system of Xia Dynasty and
the added and deleted content was knowable. Zhou Dynasty inherited the etiquette
system of Shang Dynasty and the added and deleted content was knowable”. 2.Pos-
itive significance. The spirit of self-reliance and perseverance, great virtues and
magnificent achievements of Confucius guide people to do good turns and make
progress ,i.e. to pursue excellent achievements when they're in power and to pursue
ordinary life when they're forced to relinquish power. 3.0penness and inclusiveness.
Confucius advocated “ don’t take things for granted, don’t be stubborn, don’t be
extremely conceited” | “there are no certain teacher in the course of study” " great
virtue can carry all the things” | “harmony in diversity” , and“ all living creatures
grow together without harming one another”. 4.Naturality and sociality.“ The desire
for food and sex is part of human nature.” “ Take a bath in the riverside,dance in
the wind,and sing a song while walking home.” * A gentleman should regard right-
eousness as his nature, put it into practice according to formal standards, show it
through humble words and actions ,and accomplish it in good faith. This is what so-
called gentleman.” 5. Reality and transcendence. * If wealth and rank is morally
acceptable , I'll be willing to do everything, including menial jobs, e. g. cart
drivers.” “One is even willing to die in the evening if he could hear the truth in the
morning.” “ A scholar should be determined to seek the truth.” Rationality based on
human nature and human relationship and universality going beyond time and
place. Thus,to sum up, longitudinally , Confucius philosophy has historicity , reality
and future ,and horizontally it has universality.
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Just as Mr. Liu Yizhi,the founder of Chinese culturology ,said in A History of
Chinese Culture " Confucius is the center of Chinese culture. Without Confucius,
Chinese culture will not exist. Thousands of years of culture before Confucius was
handed down via Confucius; thousands of years of culture after Confucius was
derived from Confucius.” Mr. Qian Mu,a historian , also said, * Confucius is the first
saint in the history of China. Prior to Confucius, Chinese culture had accumulated
for more than 2500 years. Confucius assembled the essence of such culture. After
Confucius , Chinese culture has evolved for more than 2500 years. Confucius opened
a new era for such culture. The historical course of China during the period of more
than 5000 years indicates that the most influential contributor to the establishment
of the ideal of Chinese culture is none but Confucius.” Mr. Liang Shuming, who
would like to make contributions to the Chinese nation all his life and would like to
make himself become the one always trusted by the society, pointed out, “ Almost
all of Chinese culture prior to Confucius was assembled by Confucius while almost
all of Chinese culture after Confucius was derived from Confucius.”

Confucius combedprevious Chinese culture books, such as “ The Book of
Songs™ ( Shijing) ,* The Book of History” ( Shangshu) ,* The Book of Rites™ ( Liji) ,
“The Book of Music” ( Yuejing ) , * The Book of Changes” ( Zhouyi) , and * The
Spring and Autumn Annals” ( Chunqgiu) , used them as teaching materials , absorbed
and integrated moral ideas, ethnical norms, national political systems, and social
outlook on historic changes contained in such books,and formed philosophy of life
and philosophy of politics such as belief of kindness and benevolent government.
Besides , through researching™ Yi” and compiling “ Yizhuan” , Confucius did not only
further enrich and improve his philosophy of life and philosophy of politics, but also
find metaphysical basis for his philosophy, accordingly forming systematic
Confucius philosophy.

“Yi" has a special place in Chinese original culture. Early in Xia Dynasty , the
first dynasty in Chinese history, there was“ Xiayi” , which was called “Lianshan”.
The* Yi" of Shang Dynasty is called “ Guizang”. However,since Shang Dynasty is
also called Yin Dynasty, the “ Yi” of Shang Dynasty is generally called” Yinyi”.
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