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FOREWORD

We all love Christmas—the lights, the gifts, the music, and the
parties. It’s a time to share, promote goodwill, and enjoy the world
around us.

In countries and cultures throughout the world, Christmas is a
long-standing, heartfelt tradition. In one form or another, it is a special
day they have celebrated for years. For me and my family, it has always
been one of our special times to stop, reflect on the year, and celebrate
together. Whether in Argentina, Costa Rica, Mexico, Colombia,
England, or the United States—from the time I was a little boy to
today—I have always loved celebrating Christmas.

But for others, Christmas is still a new idea—exciting and fun—
yet somewhat foreign. It’s an imported tradition. For many, they may
not know the origins of this special holiday. And for others, they may
have forgotten the true meaning of Christmas. Why do we give gifts?
Why do we tell stories of Santa Claus? Why do we play special music,
decorate trees, and set up nativity scenes? Where did the whole idea of
Christmas come from anyway?

You may be surprised to hear this, but there are two types
of Christmases in the world today. One Christmas is that of
commercialism, parties, drinking, and spending money. It’s the



Christmas that gets a lot of attention. But the other Christmas is one
of love, joy, hope, peace, and adoration of the one whose birthday
we are invited to celebrate—TJesus Christ. That is the Christmas we as
Christians celebrate. That is the Christmas this book is all about.

The truth is, Christmas—the true, Christ-centered Christmas—
is meant to be enjoyed and celebrated by all, but focused on one. It is
a gift for everyone. And for my family, it has been a joy to experience
this gift together, in different parts of the world, in different situations
of life.

Now, as a gift to the people of China, I want to share this beautiful
tradition of Christmas the way I know it. I love China and I want to
share with you the meaning behind the celebration, the truth behind
the gift giving, the joy behind the Christmas tree, the excitement
behind the lights, and the peace behind the nativity scene.

This is my Christmas gift to China.

Luis Palau
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n the United States it is known as Christmas. In Argentina,
Navidad. In France, Noél. In Russia, p oX g€ Cc T B O.
In Finland, Joulu. In whatever language it is referred to, the meaning
behind Christmas remains the same. Christmas is about life, joy,
generosity, love, forgiveness, family, and sacrifice.
Christmas. It is the day marked to commemorate the birth of Jesus
Christ. It is a day that has held a special place in history ever since
the first century, A.D. And although the traditions—and even the
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day itself—were shrouded in mystery and controversy for centuries,
the meaning behind this celebration has always remained the same.
No matter when it has been celebrated, or what other holidays it has

overlapped, its one purpose has been to remember the person of Jesus
Christ.



