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Preface for
Chinese
Version

Who would have thought that there would ever come a time when antibiotics did not
work? We are fast approaching this situation and now is the time to act!

The 2014 report by the World Health Organization presents a gloomy perspective resul-
ting from the misuse of antibiotics but perhaps more importantly, the absence of previous
few novel therapeutic agents. The reasons behind this pessimism are well-described in this
excellent and comprehensive assemblage of reviews on all aspects of antibiotic resistance: or-
igins, sources, mechanisms and environmental distribution.

The majority of the wonder drugs introduced by the 1960s, with the promise of ending
bacterial infection, have effectively been neutralized by the extraordinary ability of
pathogens to develop and disseminate antibiotic resistance genes.

This comprehensive volume provides information on all aspects of antibiotic resistance:
its origins, sources, mechanisms, and environmental dissemination. In particular the au-
thors emphasize how the magnitude of the “resistance” problem was created by our failure to
understand the genetic and biochemical powers of microbes. And now, after 50 years, the
threat of worldwide, untreatable infections is becoming a reality.

As the articles in the Keen and Montfort treatise make it crystal clear, only drastic and
coordinated political, industrial, medical, and human action to control antibiotic usage will
succeed.

This is a guidebook to avoid disaster.
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