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Genius is 1% inspiration, 99% perspiration. Accordingly, a “genius” is often merely a
talented person who has done all of his or her homework.
—Thomas Edison (American inventor)

Do the best you can in every task, no matter how unimportant it may seem at the time.
—Sandra Day O'Connor (American jurist)




Preview

hat makes some people able to
Wconfront hardship when others
despair and give up? What makes some
people able to face difficult circumstances

with strength - and even enthusiasm -
when the chances of success are slim?

When we think of successful people, we
imagine they are successful because of
destiny or good fortune. Yet, the reality
is quite different. Every person is faced
with criticism, obstacles and failures in
the course of their life. It's the inner
will and strength to face and overcome
these difficulties that makes the
difference. It's this inner will that shapes
successful artists, inventors and heroic
leaders who motivate and inspire us
even decades later. While opportunity
is important, success always comes from
a passion to succeed and as a result of
careful preparation, consistent hard
work and amazing determination. Do
you happen to know someone who has
overcome difficulties on the road to
success? What will you do to overcome
the obstacles in your pathway?
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Section A

Pre-reading activities

EJ Listen to a talk about steps to make your
dreams come true. Fill in the blanks based on
what you hear.

1 As long as you are committed to your goals

and you are about your dreams,
you will accomplish them.
2 To accomplish results in your

life, you have to be 100 percent committed
and you must be willing to your
time and effort.

3 What are the three steps that you should
follow to achieve success?
1)

2)
3)

Bl Listen to the talk again and discuss the

following questions.

1 Why do most people fail to achieve success in
the end?

2 Can you think of any other helpful steps that
can be taken to make your dream come true?




Text A

Never, ever give up!

1 As a young boy, Britain’s great Prime Minister, Sir Winston Churchill, attended a public
school called Harrow. He was not a good student, and had he not been from a famous
family, he probably would have been removed from the school for deviating from the
rules. Thankfully, he did finish at Harrow and his errors there did not preclude him
from going on to the university. He eventually had a premier army career whereby
he was later elected prime minister. He achieved fame for his wit, wisdom, civic duty,
and abundant courage in his refusal to surrender during the miserable dark days of
World War II. His amazing determination helped motivate his entire nation and was an

inspiration worldwide.

2 Toward the end of his period as prime minister, he was invited to address the patriotic
young boys at his old school, Harrow. The headmaster said, “Young gentlemen, the
greatest speaker of our time, will be here in a few days to address you, and you should
obey whatever sound advice he may give you.” The great day arrived. Sir Winston stood
up, all five feet, five inches and 107 kilos of him, and gave this short, clear-cut speech:

“Young men, never give up. Never give up! Never give up! Never, never, never, never!”

T WP e AR LR AR bR

The way to success
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3 Personal history, educational opportunity, individual dilemmas - none of these

can inhibit a strong spirit committed to success. No task is too hard. No amount of
preparation is too long or too difficult. Take the example of two of the most scholarly
scientists of our age, Albert Einstein and Thomas Edison. Both faced immense obstacles
and extreme criticism. Both were called “slow to learn” and written off as idiots by
their teachers. Thomas Edison ran away from school because his teacher whipped him
repeatedly for asking too many questions. Einstein didn’t speak fluently until he was
almost nine years old and was such a poor student that some thought he was unable
to learn. Yet both boys’ parents believed in them. They worked intensely each day with
their sons, and the boys learned to never bypass the long hours of hard work that they
needed to succeed. In the end, both Einstein and Edison overcame their childhood
persecution and went on to achieve magnificent discoveries that benefit the entire
world today.

Consider also the heroic example of Abraham Lincoln, who faced substantial hardships,
failures and repeated misfortunes in his lifetime. His background was certainly
not glamorous. He was raised in a very poor family with only one year of formal
education. He failed in business twice, suffered a nervous breakdown when his first love
died suddenly and lost eight political elections. Later in life, he suffered profound grief
over the tragic death of three of his four children. Yet his strong will was the spur that
pushed him forward, strengthening his optimism, dedication and determination. It
intensified and focused his efforts and enabled him to triumph over the overwhelming
failures and profound difficulties in his life. A hundred years later, people from around
the world commend Abraham Lincoln as the greatest American president of all time.

5 Just like Churchill and Lincoln, only those who “keep their eyes on the prize”, those

who uphold a committed and focused will and spirit, will find their endeavors
successful. Many artists, statesmen, writers and inventors have had the same
experience. They achieved prosperity because they possessed a fierce will to keep
preparing and working and a passion to succeed. They attained success, not because it
was easy, but because they had the will to overcome profound obstacles and to work

diligently in the pursuit of their goals.

After growing up on a cattle ranch without running water or electricity, Sandra Day
O’Connor fought to achieve the best education possible. Consistently graduating at the
top of her class, she worked her way into Stanford Law School, where she graduated
with honors. But despite all of her hard work, Sandra Day O’Connor was still a woman
in the 1950s. Even with the prestige of her degree from Stanford, she was rejected
from the entire law circuit as firms preferred to hire less qualified men rather than risk
hiring a female lawyer, which was unprecedented. Yet Sandra Day O’Connor refused to
give up on her dreams. Through sheer persistence she was eventually nominated and
then appointed the first woman Supreme Court Justice of the United States of America.
There, she acted as a crucial vote on issues like abortion and women'’s rights.
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7 Many people simply say that they want something, but they do not expend the
substantial effort required to achieve it. Many people let the threat of failure stop
them from trying with all of their heart. The secret of success is based upon a burning
inward desire — a robust, fierce will and focus — that fuels the determination to act, to
keep preparing, to keep going even when we are tired and fail. As a wise saying goes: “It's
not how many times you fall down that matters. It’s how many times you get back up
that makes success!”

8 Focus on becoming more knowledgeable. Focus on gradual, consistent progress.
Maintain the strong will to keep going — even when you are tired and want to slack or
the odds seem too large. “Keep your eyes on the prize!” “Where there’s a will, there’s a
way!” With hard work, determination, dedication and preparation, you can transcend
any handicap, accomplish any feat, and achieve success!

(912 words)

Culture notes

public school: In the UK (with the exception of Scotland), the term public school refers to a
group of older, more expensive and exclusive fee-paying private schools, which cater primarily for
children aged between 13 and 18.

Stanford Law School: a graduate school at Stanford University. It was established in 1893 and
is regularly ranked among the top three law schools in the United States, along with Harvard Law
School and Yale Law School.

New words . -

deviate /'dirvi,ert/ vi. start doing sth. different from what is expected or agreed ¥5&;

preclude /prr'kluzd/ vt. (fml.) prevent sth. or make sth. impossible PH#%; BHik; #5H%

premier /'premio/ a. (only before noun) best, largest, or most important BiF#); HAH;
BEEDR

n. [C] a prime minister B#H; W

whereby /wea'bar/ ad. (fml.) used for saying that sth. is done according to the method,
arrangement, rule, etc. that has been referred to fEHE4N; &L

civic /'sivik/ a. (only before noun) 1 relating to the people who live in a town or city
or the duties and responsibilities that they have as citizens 2Rf#);
B
2 relating to a town or city YK ; RATHY

patriotic/,patri'otik/ a. feeling a lot of love, respect, and duty toward your country ZE#;
AEE.GE

. i R SRR TR R S i)




