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1. Everything is at its Acme.

Especially the art of making one's way in the world. There is
more required nowadays to make a single wise man than formerly
to make Seven Sages, and more is needed nowadays to deal with
a single person than was required with a whole people in former

times.
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2. Character and Intellect.

These are the two poles of our capacity; one without
the other is but halfway to happiness. Intellect is not enough,
character is also needed. On the other hand, it is the fool's
misfortune to fail in obtaining the position, employment,

neighborhood, and circle of friends of his choice.
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3. Keep matters for a time in suspense.

Admiration at their novelty heightens the value of your
achievements. It is both useless and insipid to play with your
cards on the table. If you do not declare yourself immediately,
you arouse expectation, especially when the importance of your
position makes you the object of general attention. Mix a little
with everything, and the very mystery arouses veneration. And
when you explain, do not be too explicit, just as you do not
expose your inmost thoughts in ordinary conversation. Cautious
silence is the sacred sanctuary of worldly wisdom. A resolution
declared is never highly thought of—it only leaves room for
criticism. And if it happens to fail, you are doubly unfortunate.
Besides, you imitate the divine way when you inspire people to

wonder and watch.
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