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An Introduction to the Paintings
and Calligraphy of HU KE-MIN

Hu Ke-Min entered the Shanghai School of Art in 1926 to start his
fromal training in painting. Since then, he has devoted himself to art for
more than 60 years, and has developed his own unique style of painting.

At art college, he concentrated his studies on the various aspects of
Chinese paintings, including landscape scenery, flowers, birds, animals
and portraits. Yet, he has also utilized the opportunity to learn about
the methods and techniques of western art; namely, sketches, water and
oil painting. More importantly, he combined the best of the western and
eastern techniques in his paintings. After graduation in 1928, he
continued onto graduate studies, specializing in landscape scenery and
flowers.

Hu Ke-Min’s artistic style is especially influcened by Wu Ch’ang-
Shuo of the Ching Dynasty, who captured the spirit of a painting with
brave brush strokes. In order to balance this particular braveness in style,
Master Hu combines it with the delicacy of Yun (Fou-weng) Shou-Ping’s
Nan-T’ien style. In addition, he has also made use the techniques of
other old schools, such as Fu-T’ang and Pai-Yang. But like a true artist in
the Confucius tradition, Master Hu Ke-Min is also well versed in poetry
and prose, and has studied with the scholar Ch’ien Ming-Shan for
sometime.

Since he came to Taiwan, he has developed his style further along
the line of traditional schools. For landscape scenery, he uses the techni-
ques of Masters Tung and Chu of the Five Dynasties (907A.D.—960
A.D.). For flowers, he captured the spirit of T’ien-Ch’ih and Pa-Ta.
During the early period of the National Historical Museum, Hu Ke-Min
was in charge of the Tung-Hwang gallery mural painting. He has not
only consulted all the relevant literatures, but also all the specialists of
that area, as well as people who had visited the caves of the thousand
buddhists. His dedication to learning has won the praise of many, includ-
ing that of Chang Ta-Chien.

In his career as an artist, Hu Ke-Min has been a professor of art in
various institutes of further education, committee member of the
National Museum of History, director of the R.O.C. Chinese Painting
Association, Fellow of the R.O.C. Academy of Art, committee member
of a number of other art associations, as well as a member of the judges
in art competitions. In 1967, he was awarded a special price by the
Ministry of Education, as well as the Gold Award of the R.O.C. Chinese
Painting Association. In addition, he has also been asked to give lectures
in a number of associations and institutes of learning, at home and
abroad.

Master Hu Ke-Min does not restrict his subject topics, and his
paintings include landscape scenery, flowers, fruits and vegetables,
birds, animals and portraits. In 1965, his painting “Fruits of Early
Autumn” was added to the collection of the Australian National
Museum of Art. This year is Master Hu Ke-Min’s 80th birthday, and to
celebrate this special birthday, Art Book Company publishes a represen-
tative sample of his paintings, divided into the following four sections;
flowers and birds in colour, landscape scenery in colour, calligraphy,
patintings (flowers, animals and landscape scenery) in black and white.

Master Hu Ke-Min’s paintings can be considered as different and
unique. He does not think the techniques for painting flowers and
landscape scenery are mutually exclusive; rather, they can be used to
compliment each other. His paintings reveal a sense of orderliness
amongst choas; they do not seem to confine within any specific pattern,
nor are they devorce from nature. From these paintings, one can see and
appreciate the true artistic spirit of the Master of “Yang-Pi”’ (wave of
emerald green).

by | Ruoh-Feng
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Bamboo and Peonies May wealth and good future be yours
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Waiting for butterfly with fragrance
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Peonies in warm spring
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Four seasons in spring
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Leaning flowers
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Beautiful

peonies in full moon



