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Asian— Americans

Early this year, the Kuo family of New York City ’z‘fe-
ceiv;d good news. Sixteen — year — old Divid Kuo had won
horiors in the Westmghouse Science Talent Search — the most
1mportant science compeunon for young people in the United
States. He had been chosen as one of the top forty young sci-
entists in the country.

Winning in the Westinghouse competition had become a
family tradition for the Kuos. David’s oldest brother, John,
had won top honors in nineteen eighty —five. His next oldest
brother, Mar had won in nineteen eighty —six.

David’ s" glze marked the first time in the history of the
competition that children from the same family had won three
straight yeras. David’s prize was &{LS{dered a great success for
another reason. The Kuos are immigrants to the United
States. They came from Taiwan. '

The Kuos are one example of what is often called the B
Asian— American success story. A great wave of Asian immi- |
grants has arrived in the United States in the last twenty
years. Many arrived without much money, and unable to
speak English. Yet, as a group, they have done extremely
well.

The earnings of Asian — American families are a little
higher. than those of most other American families. This is
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partly because, in a larger percentage of Asian — American
families, both the husband and wife have jobs.

A higher percent of Asian— Americans complete universi-
ty study. Only two percent of the people in the United States
are Asian. Yet as many as twenty percent of first —year stu-
dents at some of the country’s top universities are Asian.

Many Asian — Americans are successful partly because
they already had good skills when they came here. They had-
completed university studies in science, medicine, law or engi-
neering. And they had been successful in their jobs—-—some-
times for years——in their homelands. A number of Asians
who became very successful arrived in the nineteen forties and
nineteen fifties. Architect I. M. Pei and computer pioneer An
Wang, both Chinese— Americans, are among this group.

Experts say three Asian traditions best explain the success
of Asians in the United States, education, hard work, family.

Education is considered the key to success. Asian— Amer-
ican parents expect their children to be the best students. Re-
cent research has found that Asian — American young people
spend more time studying than other American students.

Asians are the fastest—growing minority group in the U-
nited States. In the last twenty — two years, their numbers
have increased five times. Today, there are more than five —
million Asian— Americans. Experts say that number may grow
to tenmillion by the year two—thousand.

As architect I. M. Pei notes, however, there really is no



such person as an Asian— American. He says there are Chinese
— Americans, Korean — Americans, Japanese — Americah, s
Vietnamese — Americans and so on. Pei notes that cultural dif-
ferences among Asian peoples are often great. He says other
Americans should learn more about these different cultures.

Many people already feel thankful for the different ways
in which Asian immigrants have enriched American culture.
Asian artists, for example, are bringing new ideas and values
to painting, sculpture, architecture and clothing design. And
Chinese, Japanese, Thai and Vietnamese foods have gaines
wide popularity.

People from China were the first Asian immigrants to
come to the United States in large numbers. They arrived
more than one hundred years ago to help build the nation’s
railroads. The Chinese railroad workers were treated badly and
lived pogrly. But most of them stayed in the United States af-
ter the railroads were finished.

The next large group of Asian immigrants came from
Japan and Korea. They, too, found life hard in the United
States. Laws and \noffigiai\) restrictions made it difficult for
Asians to become citizens or to own land.

Beginning in the late eighteen —hundreds, many Ameri-
cans wanted to end Asian immigration. They feared and dis-
liked Asians, because the Asians were a different race. Work-
ers were afraid they would lose their jobs to Asian immigrants
who would work for lower wages. So Congress passed laws

3



sharply restricting Asian immigration.

One of the worst periods for Asian— Americans was dur-
ing World War Two, when the United States was at war with
Japan. Then, hundreds of thousands of Japanese — Americans
were forced to live in special camps.

In the early nineteen —sixties, the movement tp‘ghafa;tbe
civil rights for black§ made many Americans see that racial
laws and beliefs were wrong. In nineteen sixty — five,
Congress passed a reformed immigration law. The new law
gave Asians the same rights as other people to immigrate to the
United States. The new law resulted in two waves of Asian
immigrants in the nineteen seventies.

Most of the first group were highly —skilled people from
Japan, Korea, Taiwan and Hong Kong.- Many had enough
money to buy their own homes and open businesses immediate-
ly after arriving in the United States. e

The second group of Asian immigrants were'refugees from
Indo—China. They had been farmers or fishermen. They had
few skills and little knowledge of life in a modern, developed
country. . Social workers say many have-had a very difficult
time becoming settled. Even so, most of these Southeast Asian
refugees use public aid only as a temporary measure. v

Like other immigrant groups, most Asian refugees have
settled in large cities. They form close communities where little
English in spoken. The largest group of Asian — Americans,
about thirty —five percent, lives in California. Many new im-
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migrants have also settled in Texas, Louisiana and Mas-

sachusetts.

The growing numbers of new immigrants have caused

some tensions. Asian— Americans are concerned about a num-

ber of anti— Asian ,inéidq%ts“ln the last five years. Some of the |

incidents involved racial insults. Some involved violence.

The United States Civil Rights Commission reported last
autumn that anti— Asian violence is a national problem. Social
experts say some Americans are looking for someone to blame
for the country’s economic problems. These people believe
Japan is reponsible for the trade imbalance and loss of industrial
jobs. So they blame anyone who, to them, looks Japanese-:-
or simply Asian. This feeling is strongest, experts say, among
poorer Americans who are struggling for survival.

Partly because of this problem, Asian— Americans are be-
coming more politically active. They are speaking out against
anti— Asian violence and against policies based on anti— Asian
feelings.

Traditionally, Asians have taken little part in politics in
the United States. They put their energy into hard work and

' taking care of their families. Now, a movement for more polit-
ical power has begun.

Asian — American politicians say the reason is mainly the
desire for political representation. They say all Asian— Ameri-
cans do not share the same political goals, but share a desire to

end all forms of ,'@. These political leaders would like to
5



see more Asian— Americans in political life. California politi-
cian Julie Tang believes that Asian — Americans will become a
united political force with their own elected officials. Ms Tang
says, “Asians want to be really part of the American system. ”

by Carolyn Weaver
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The American Family

Many Americans formed their idea of family life in the
nineteen fifties.  Popular television programs——like Ozzie and
Harriet and Father Knows Best——showed a family with two
or three children. Mother stayed at home to cook, clean and
raise the children. Father earned enough money at his job to
provide for all of the family’s neéds. These television programs
are still shown sometimes. But that kind of American family
has become increasingly less common in the last thirty years.

Beginning in the late nineteen fifties, a wave of social
change swept through American life. Almost every American
family was affected. Historians vay the American family has
changed more rapidly in the last thirty years than in any other
time period.

Social historians say the most far—reaching change in the
family has resulted from changes in women’s work. A majori-
ty of married women in the United States no longer stay home
all day to cook, clean and raise children. They now have paid
jobs outside the home. So their young children spend at least
part of the day in a child—care home or center.

Changes in the family also resulted from changes in mar-
rige traditions. During the nineteen—sixties, maﬁy young men
and women began to live together without being ‘@5 mar-
ried. Some had children. They were a family, but not in the
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traditional sense. At the same time, more people ended their
marriage if it was unhappy. The rate of divorce in the United
States increased more than three times in about twenty tears.
And finally, birth control became more acceptable. Fewer ba-
bies were born. The birth rate feel to its lowest point ever in
the history of the nation.

With divorce and fewer babies, American families got
smaller. They began to look less and less like families in the
television programs. Many more families were made up of only
divorced mothers and children. More two — parent families
contained children from a husband’s or wife’ s earlier mar-
riage. More families were made up of wonem who had never
married, the children they had outside of marriage, and per-
haps a grandmother or aunt.

By nineteen eighty —seven, the “traditional”family of the
nineteen fifties had become rare. It described only four percent
of American families.

Today’s telvision programs show this change. Instead of
Father Knows Best, there is Kate and Allie. This program is
about two divorced women who live together with their chil-
dren. The women go to work during the day while their chil-
dren are in school.

Historians say these changes in the family are not really
new. They have been growing in America for more than one—
hundred years. What is new, historians say, is the speed of
change. It was exwly rapid in the nineteen sixties and
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nineteen seventies.

Andrew Cherlin, a professor of social science at Johns
Hopkins University in Maryland, is a leading expert on fami-
lies. Mister Cherlin says changes in the American family began
with economic and population changes in the nineteenth centu-
ry.

People began buying the thing they needed, instead of
making them at home. The birth rate went down as the nation
became more industrial. Then, after World War Two, the e-
conomy grew quickly. There were many jobs. Having less to

do at home, ed women went to work at those jobs. Their

(LS
earnings helped pay for their family”’s clothes, education and
holidays.

Social scientists say female employment also removed an
important reason for marriage. In the past, women needed
husbands to survive economically. And men needed wives to
cook for them and make their clothes.

Today, women do not need husbands to survive economi-
caly. They can earn their own money. And men do not need
wives. They can buy what they need in stores. Because of
this, social scientists say, marriages today are based less on e-
conomics. Instead, they are based more on the desire for love
and friendship, and the desire to create a family.

All these changes do not guarantge that a marriage will
last. In fact, at present rates, half of all new marriages begun
in the early nineteen eighties will end in divorce. The average
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