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A well-structured argument
can help to overcome misconceptions and negative attitudes.
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Essays Without Rigid Templates
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7% A Tale of Two Countries

'2§$m7ﬁ%aﬁﬁ%%%ﬁﬁ5m—%,@ﬁﬁ—%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁi%ﬁ¢ﬁ%f
S T B A2 AL 31 |

— M RIEMEKEITR B KHIRYK The Globe and Mail ] Facts & Arguments &£~
H )% T Dana Hansen #{#%1#5 i) SCE——The Language Barrier (i&75 M), XHiH
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the lack of a clearly-defined argument, little or no supporting evidence, terrible

sentence structures...
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University students should pay the full cost of their education because university education
benefits individuals more than it benefits society as a whole. To what extent do you agree

or disagree with this opinion?
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Some people think that museums should be enjoyable places to entertain people
while others believe that the purpose of museums is to educate. Discuss both views |
and give you own opinion.
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I am particularly obliged to Ms Meng Yu-qin, for believing in the value of a compilation
of sample and model IELTS essays and for at times being as much of a co-author as an

editor.

Finally, special kudos goes out to my students and readers, whose good-humored
perplexity about IELTS essay questions provided much of the impetus for this material ,

and whose passion for finding out “why” made all my endeavor worthwhile.

G
EIRTHEAM

o



RICHF

Preface

Precisely four years had gone by since the initial publication of the well-received Pat’s Ten-
Day Series: A Step-by-Step Guide to the IELTS Writing Test. During this past winter, I finally

summoned up enough energy for yet another attempt to unravel the myths about the test.

Pat’s Ten-Day Series: The Spectrum of IELTS Writing Questions and Responses is not a
mere extension or expansion of the Step-by-Step Guide , which was primarily concerned with
“quick-fix solutions”, i. e. , getting its readers acquainted in short order with the essential
vocabulary, key sentence patterns, core grammar principles and easy-to-follow techniques
needed to score high on the IELTS Writing Test. Rather, the book in your hands is a fresh
endeavor to dispel the myths shrouding the official IELTS essay topic pool, which has not
been officially publicized so far. This volume is also intended as a stand-alone resource that
provides you with both substantive and organizational insights into composing IELTS essays,
and demonstrates to you an appropriately mature writing style. Accordingly, it is more

concerned with drills and drudgery.

On the other hand, although readers may find rote memorization of the sample essays in this
tome highly useful, it should be noted that IELTS Writing examiners do value spontaneity.
You would be well-advised to concentrate on how to incorporate the ideas and lines of
reasoning that you will find in this book into your own essays, instead of getting bogged
down in word-for-word memorization. Do not be too concerned if you find your essays not
as polished or thoughtful as the ones you will start reading through shortly. Be realistic about

what you can achieve under the time constraints of a testing environment.

My kudos goes out to the amazing people who created the IELTS essay topics which I
combed through, pored over, and compared and contrasted. I hope that the production of
this book, although much delayed, will serve the purpose for which it is intended.

Pat
New Jersey
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