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MAO ZEDONG
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Hunan Province is the hometown of Mao Zedong.
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In 1945, Zhou Enlai warmly received Flying Tigers Edward Bell, Howard
Hyman and Jack Edelman. Mao Zedong invited the three men to dinner.
['hese photos were taken to commemorate the event. Edward Bell kept all
of these precious pictures.
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In the 1940s, the “ Flying
Tigers” and the American
Army Air Forces 14th Air
Force organized by the
backbone of “ Flying Tigers”
were successively stationed at
Hunan's Zhijiang Airfield. the
second largest airfield of the
Allies in the Far East during
the War of Resistance against

Japan. With the full support of

the Chinese army and people,
they fought the Japanese with
brilliant success.
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On July 7. 1937, the war of aggeression that the Japanese fascists
launched against China broke out in full swing. China’s Beijing,
Shanghai, Nanjing and Guangzhou fell one after another. The
Japanese stepped up their attack on Hunan; on Nov. 24, 1937,
Japanese war planes raided Hunans capital Changsha for the
first time, plunging the city into constant danger.
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Chinese army going to the front covered by fighters.
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In lhe interest ()I China dn(l America’s common strategy, General

Chennault, at the invitation of the Chinese government, came in
Oct. 1938 to Zhijiang, Hunan, to set up Zhijiang Aviation School .
In Aug. 1941, the American Volunteer Group in aid of China
headed by Chennault was officially established. For their bravery,
the Chinese people cordially called this air force whose insignia
bore a little tiger the * Flying Tigers” , and Chennault
“General Flying Tiger”

In 1942, the Flying Tigers began to be stationed at Zhijiang
Airfield in Hunan, using it as the most important advance base of
the Chinese and American Air Forces . During such campaigns as
the Changde Campaign, the Campaign in Defense of Changsha
and Hengyang, and the Western Hunan Campaign, the Flying
Tigers dealt heavy blows to the invading Japanese troops, and
made immortal contributions to the final victory of the anti-fascist
war of both China and the world.
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Chennault, full name Claire Lee Chennault, was born in

1893 into a farming family in Texas, America.

In May 1937, Chennault came from America to China..
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1. Reporter Anna Chens first interview with
General Chennault.
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2. On Dec.21, 1947, Chennault and Anna Chen's

wedding was held in Shanghai.
3. At the wedding they cut their cake with a

captured Japanese saber.

4. General Chennault and his wife.
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General Chennault and his Flying Tigers.
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In Oct. 1938, Chennault went to Zhijiang, Hunan, to prepare for
the establishment of an aviation school to help train airmen of the
Chinese Air Force.
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Zhijiang Aviation School
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Chennault watching airmen training.
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In Dec. 1937, to meet the needs of the war, the Chinese
Aeronautical Commission called up more than 35.000 civilian

laborers from 14 counties to build Zhijiang Airfield.
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Chinese civilians building Airfield for the use of the Flying Tigers.
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The stone rollers on the edge of the
airfield weigh 30 to 40 tons each.
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When building the airfield, over 100 laborers
pulled one roller, rolling the runway little by little.
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In late Aug. 1938, the airfield that was not
entirely completed was already prepared for
battle.
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Complete lack of construction machinery made it necessary to depend entirely

on people digging by hands, carrying on their backs or shoulders.
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