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Over the past few years, Cloud technology has taken our industry by storm. Whether you
are a high-schooler creating a small site for your sweetheart or a fortune-500 company hosting
thousands of resources, the cloud has totally altered the way we do business.

For Microsoft, the birth of Azure in 2010 has been a critical milestone in the development
of the company. Azure Websites is one of the most significant parts of Azure in particular as it’s
uniquely tailored to take advantage of Microsoft’s super-successful web server IIS and deliver a
scalable solution that can benefit virtually anyone in some way. Features like auto-scale, traffic
manager integration and WebJobs are designed from the ground up to meet today’s
ever-increasing needs.

As a program manager for Azure Websites, having a book about the service dedicated to the
Chinese market is something that I’ve hoped for a while, and I can imagine no one better for this
than Wei Zhao. I’ve worked with Wei for several years, and seeing him do work that affects so
many customers is nothing less than astonishing. It takes incredible vision, hard work and
perseverance to write and publish a book, and Wei’s stamina, intellectual horsepower and
attention to detail has made it possible. I'm sure you will greatly enjoy reading this publication,
and that it will jump-start your work with Azure Websites into the next level.

Erez Benari
Program Manager
Azure Websites
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It is very rare that someone gets an opportunity to work on something that they absolutely
love. I have spent over decade reshaping Microsoft’s web platform in variety of different roles.
Early 2012, I was asked to get involved in helping build and run cloud scale high density web
hosting platform for Microsoft Azure (Code name “Antares”). There was a clear need in the
marketplace to deliver on a service that is fully managed, easy to develop, works across
platforms, supports open source, and is highly reliable and secure. Today, Microsoft Azure
Websites (Antares) remains the fastest growing PaaS platform in the industry. The team remains
committed to innovating and keeping customers happy.

Azure Websites is truly next generation web hosting platform for modern applications. It
not only managed the lowest level of stack on behalf of developers and site administrators, but
it’s highly reliable and available across different data centers around the world. Customers have
been using Azure Websites for variety of scenarios like, Organizational Web Presence, Digital
Marketing Campaigns, Business Applications, PaaS/SaaS platform and even personal blogs.

I have found following to be the best way to describe Azure Websites to someone,

e Choosing Virtual Machines (IaaS) for Web Hosting is like building your own house.

e Choosing Cloud Services is similar to renting the house.

e Choosing Azure Websites is like living in a luxury hotel! (Everything is managed and

catered to your needs.)

The Author, Wei Zhao has played vital role in shaping the past, present and future of Azure
Websites. He has been working with early adaptors and customers in emerging markets since day
one, providing valuable feedback the engineering team. His subject matter expertise are clearly
evident in this book.

It is an honor to be able to write a forward for a book about Azure Websites. Building this
platform and helping customers succeed has been the best time of my career so far (hands
down)!

Apurva Joshi (AJ)
Senior Program Manager
Microsoft Azure Websites
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