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Origin of Chinese Culture XL N iR

1.1 An Outline of Chinese History 7 [E [ 3 Z g

More than a million years ago, primitive human beings lived on the land now called China.
About 400, 000 to 500, 000 years ago, the Peking Men{D, primitive men that lived in
Zhoukoudian southwest of Beijing, were able to walk with the body erect, to make and use simple
tools, and use fire. Six to seven thousand years ago, people living in the Yellow River Valley
supported themselves primarily with agriculture, while also raising livestock.

In China, slave society began around the 21st century BC, covering the Xia Dynasty, Shang
Dynasty, the Western Zhou Dynasty, the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods.
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Over a span of 1,700 years, agriculture and animal husbandry ( % #8ll) developed greatly and
the skills of silkworm-raising and silk-weaving spread widely. Bronze smelting and casting skills
reached a relatively high level, and iron smelting became increasingly sophisticated. The Chinese
culture flourished, as a great number of thinkers and philosophers emerged, and the most famous
one was Confucius. The teachings of Confucius developed into an ethical and philosophical system
called Confucianism( ffi%%) which helped to build up the norms and values of Chinese people.

In 221 BC, Qin Shi Huang, the first emperor of the Qin Dynasty, established a centralized ,
unified , multi-ethnic feudal monarchy state. He unified the language, the measurement system
and currency, set up the prefectures and counties system( fil £l ) , constructed the famous Great
Wall and built extravagant( % EfY7) palaces and mausoleums.

This period from Qin Shi Huang’s unification of China to the Opium War® in 1840 belongs to
feudal society. During these 2,000 years, China’s economy and culture continued to develop),
leaving a rich heritage of science and technology, literature and the arts. The four great inventions
of ancient China—paper-making, printing, the compass and gunpowder—have proved an
enormous contribution to world civilization.

In 206 BC, after overthrowing the Qin Dynasty, Liu Bang established the Han Dynasty, after
which the members of the ethnic majority in China are named, the “people of Han”. It is divided
into two periods: Western Han Dynasty and Eastern Han Dynasty. The Han Dynasty was notable
also for its military prowess. The empire expanded westward as far as the end of the Tarim Basin
(BB ARZH ) , making possible for the relatively secure “Silk Road” , which extends to the
Roman Empire.

The Han Dynasty survived for 426 years. By 220 AD, China evolved into the Three
Kingdoms Periods, in a tripartite balance ( —[E##37) of the Wei Kingdom, the Shu Kingdom
and the Wu Kingdom. Following the Three Kingdoms Periods were consecutively the Jin Dynasty,
the Sixteen Kingdoms, the Southern and Northern Dynasties. It was an age of civil wars and
disunity for China.

China was reunified in 589 by the short-lived Sui Dynasty. The Sui Dynasty’s short reign was
attributed to the government’s tyrannical (5% %5 (1) demands on the people, who bore the crushing
burden of taxes and compulsory labor. These resources were overstrained (i ' Z5K) in the
completion of the Grand Canal® | and in the undertaking of other construction projects, including
the reconstruction of the Great Wall.

Chinese civilization peaked at Tang Dynasty when Tang people traded with people all over the
world. This is why overseas Chinese often call themselves “Tang Ren”, or the People of Tang.
Stimulated by contact with India and the Middle East, the empire saw a flowering of creativity in
many fields. Buddhism, originating in India around the time of Confucius, flourished during the
Tang Dynasty, becoming thoroughly assimilated and a permanent part of Chinese traditional
culture. Block printing was invented, making the written word available to greater audiences. The

Tang Dynasty was the golden age of literature and art.
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Chapter 1

Following the Tang Dynasty came the period of the Five Dynasties and the Ten Kingdoms. In
960 a new power, Song Dynasty reunified most of China. The Song Dynasty divides into two
phases : Northern Song and Southern Song. The division was caused by the forced abandonment of
north China in 1127 by the Song court, which could not push back the nomadic (45 R % )
invaders.

By the mid-thirteenth century, the Mongols (5¢7 A) had subjugated (fiEflt) north China,
Korea, and the Muslim (F2Hi#K1%) kingdoms of Central Asia and had twice penetrated Europe.
With the resources of his vast empire, Kublai Khan (1215-1294) ( Z 44 %1), a grandson of
Genghis Khan ( 1167-1227) (375 L ¥F ), began his drive against the Southern Song. Even
before the extinction of the Song Dynasty, Kublai Khan had established the Yuan Dynasty with
Dadu ( now Beijing ) as the capital.

Rivalry among the Mongol imperial heirs, natural disasters, and numerous peasant uprisings
led to the collapse of the Yuan Dynasty. The Ming Dynasty was founded by a Han Chinese
peasant, Zhu Yuanzhang. Ming Dynasty had its capital first at Nanjing and later at Beijing. In
this period, the Chinese fleet sailed the China seas and the Indian Ocean, cruising as far as the
east coast of Africa.

Long wars with the Mongols, incursions ({2J2) by the Japanese into Korea, and harassment
of Chinese coastal cities by the Japanese in the sixteenth century weakened Ming regime. In 1644
the Manchus ( {ifi /& N ) took Beijing from the north and became masters of north China,
establishing the last imperial dynasty, the Qing Dynasty.

The Qing Dynasty was determined to protect itself not only from internal rebellion but also
from foreign invasion. After China’s land had been subjugated, the Manchus conquered Outer
Mongolia ( now the Mongolian People’s Republic ) in the late seventeenth century. In the
eighteenth century they gained control of Central Asia as far as the Pamir Mountains ( A /RK &
Ji1) and established a protectorate over the area of Tibet.

The success of the Qing Dynasty in maintaining the old order proved limited when the empire
was confronted with growing challenges from Western powers. In 1840, anxious to continue its
opium trade in China, Britain started the Opium War against China. After the war, the big foreign
powers forcibly occupied land and divided China into different spheres of influence (% J735 [ ) ;
China was transformed into a semi-colonial, semi-feudal society.

The Revolution of 1911 led by Sun Yat-sen abolished the feudal monarchy, and established
the Republic of China.

With the introduction of Marxism and Leninism into China and under the influence of the
October Revolution in Russia, the May 4™ Movement broke out in 1919, and in 1921, the
Communist Party of China (CPC) was founded. After the Anti-Japanese War and Liberation
War, in 1949, Communist Party of China established the People’s Republic of China.

Abridged and revised from
http: //polaris. gseis. ucla. edu/yanglu/ECC_HISTORY_SUMMARY. htm
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{ Exercises :

I . Decide whether the following statements are true or false. Write T if the statement is true and
F if it is false.
1. Ancient Chinese learned to farm and raise livestock in the Xia Dynasty, the first
dynasty of the slave society.
2 Qin Shi Huang founded a centralized, unified, multi-ethnic feudal monarchy
state. He unified the language, set up the prefectures and counties system,

constructed the famous Grand Canal and built great palaces.

35 Chinese society entered the feudal society after the establishment of the Tang
Dynasty in 618 AD.
4. Ming Dynasty’s first capital was Nanjing, and then they moved their capital north

to present Beijing.
5. Sun Yat-sen’s overthrow of the last Qing emperor and founding of the Republic of
China mark the beginning of the modern Chinese history.

II. Match the founders of Chinese dynasties in Column A with dynasties in Column B.

Column A Column B

I. Liu Bang A. Ming Dynasty
2. Zhu Yuanzhang B. Qin Dynasty
3. Kublai Khan C. Han Dynasty
4. Qin Shi Huang D. Yuan Dynasty

Il. Find out the English expressions of the following Chinese terms from the passage.
1. BB EX
2. HLH S
3. Fhil

004 @@®



4. REE X
5. MEAMEN
IV. Translate the following sentences into English.

1. EE AR TR 40 J7 2% 50 JHAERTA R A, AbATRT LB ATAE , i Ao e R
MTH, X,

2. BRBG—ANEE, Ng—T3XF, EREMET, #3 7HEH,

3. 4 A (Jurchens) T/ATE 1127 AEARILE, &EBER. ROWRREE, BA, XK
FRORKT, MF IR FHREZAE”

4. FEEIE P E B A S T EoR, T REA, 5L, VUL AIRRI E KA
*. At Z R E AR EAN,

5. WSS T £ AP E AR R E A Ear@m, PET 1919 FR AT
PiEEh”, 1921 4FpSr T E 5

1.2 Chinese Ancient Mythology = [E i 5 #1i%

Chinese mythology is a collection of history, folktales ( F&[8]f£13() and cultures that have
been passed down by generations in oral or written form. Within the Chinese society, there are
many stories about creation. Back in the beginning, China was not a single country, but a
scattering of different groups (tribes) across Asia. Because of this, there are many different
stories of how the world came to be. Some people believe these stories are factual recordings of the
Chinese history. Historians have found that Chinese mythology began in 12" century BC. These
myths have been passed down over thousands of years, before being written down in early books
such as Commentary on the Waterways Classic ( Shut Jing Zhu®) and Classic of Mountains and
Seas (Shan Hai Jing®).

A striking feature of Chinese mythical stories, either those created by the primitive people or
those written by later scholars, are full of human feelings. Chinese inventors of myths describe
gods the way they describe man, or treat them as if they were human, and endow them with
human nature. There are also stories that try to illustrate fatalism ( fE#i£) , reincarnation (% 1H
), and all sorts of feudal ethical principles. This is only natural, because literary works
inevitably reflect the beliefs of the age in which they are produced. Chinese myths are greatly
influenced by religious beliefs, particularly Taoism, Confucianism, and Buddhism. The following

are two generally accepted Chinese creation stories.
Pangu and the Creation of the World

In the beginning there was darkness everywhere, and chaos ruled. Within the darkness there
formed an egg, and inside the egg the giant Pangu came into being. For many years, safely inside
the egg, Pangu slept and grew. When he had grown to gigantic size he stretched his huge limbs
and in so doing broke the egg. The lighter parts of the egg floated upwards to form the heavens
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