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PREFACE

The 12th National Art Exhibition, a splendid art tour and an
intensive show of art creation, is unveiled its brilliance on our
way to realize the historic mission of the great rejuvenation
of Chinese nation.

The great rejuvenation of Chinese nation will surely
rejuvenate literature and art and catalyze the prosperity of
fine arts. The 18th National Congress of the CPC and the
3rd Plenary Conference of 18th CPC National Congress
deployed the strategic task of comprehensively d&epening
reform, opened the new reform window and established
the grand blueprint of rejuvenating Chinese nation, which
energetically ignited the responsibility sense of historic
mission and artistic creativity of the artists. Artists across
the country have actively promoted socialist core value,
insisted on people-centered creation, consciously penetrated
reality, strived to find the beauty of nature, life and culture,
and showcased their historic mission in the contemporary
era. They have upheld Chinese culture, energetically
driven art innovation, endeavored to forge Chinese style
and demeanor based on tradition in art creation from a
brand new dimension, adhered to high-level art pursuance,
delineated the people” s good vision and practice in
realizing the Chinese dream with soulful and skillful brushes
and produced wonderful and plentiful works on images of a
modern China.

The 12th National Art Exhibition, jointly sponsored by
Ministry of Culture of the People” s Republic of China,
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles and Chinese
Artists Association, is an intensive display of the great
achievements of China“ s art creation over the past five

years. The exhibition received great attention of nationwide

Party and political departments, cultural institutions and
federation of literary and art circles, energetic support from
the group members of Chinese Artists Association, the
exhibition subareas and art institutions. The Exhibition has
received enthusiastic and active participation and production
of nationwide artists. They represented the cultural image
of current China from unique aesthetic visual angles and
through impressive art characteristics and abundant art
language, highlighting an open cultural vision and great
art exploration courage. Art exhibitions have been held
across the country to initiate and drive the prosperity of art
creation. The national art exhibition is a stage for artists to
realize their dreams. The 12th National Art Exhibition won
wisdom contribution of experts and scholars. The Organizing
Committee sent experts to nationwide exhibition subareas
for investigations, inspections, guidance, seminars and
adjustment to improve the evaluation mechanism, strengthen
supervision and management and strive to improve the
design and exhibition.

In order to better exhibit the achievements of Chinese fine
arts creation, the 12th National Art Exhibition innovates in the
mode of exhibition and organization. The exhibition consists
of two phases. In the first phase, the subarea exhibitions
for various art genres to be separately held in nationwide
13 exhibition zones from August to September, 2014. The
traditional Chinese painting exhibition will be held in Tianjin,
the oil painting in Hangzhou, the block print in Guangzhou,
the sculpture in Taiyuan, the watercolor and gouache in
Wuhan, the mural in Beijing, the lacquer painting in Fuzhou,
the art design in Xi" an, the paintings of Hong Kong, Macao,

Taiwan and Overseas Chinese in Panjin, the experimental
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art in Beijing, the New Year pictures, comic strips, caricature,
illustrations, book binding and cartoons in Jiaxing, the
comprehensive material painting in Shijiazhuang and the
pottery art exhibition in Xi" an. Totally about 4,500 works will
be exhibited in these cities. The exhibition sets up pottery,
lacquer painting and experimental art exhibition subareas
for the first time, indicating its openness, inclusiveness and
confidence. In the second phase, the award-winning and
excellent works selected from the subarea exhibitions will be
exhibited in Beijing in December 2014. These works will be
granted “the 2nd China Art Award: Creation Award.” Also,
“the 2nd China Art Award: Theoretical Comment Award”

and “the 2nd China Art Award: Lifetime Achievement
Award” will be selected at the exhibition.

Artists have created gorgeous works for years. As one
of state-level cultural events with the longest history, the
National Art Exhibition is an assembly of the wonderful
chapters in the fine arts history of New China and represents
the art spirit, artistic achievements and the brilliant progress
of state development and social evolution over the past 65
years. At the new start point of history, the 12th National
Art Exhibition calls upon nationwide artists to create for
the people, delineate the colorful art world with their
brushes, eulogize the people’ s vigorous spirit of the era
and open a new page for cultural construction. These
works are dedicated to the 65th anniversary of New China.

Let’ s together create new brilliance in realizing the great

rejuvenation dream of the Chinese nation.

Ministry of Culture of the People” s Republic of China
China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Chinese Artists Association
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Foreword

The National Exhibition of Fine Arts held once every five
years is the most authoritative, influential, large-scale, and
comprehensive exhibition of fine arts, representing China“ s
highest level. Eleven exhibitions of such kind have been
successfully held up to now, which made great conftibution to
the development and prosperity of the fine arts enterprise of
New China.

As a young while an ancient painting type, lacquer painting
has experienced unique development over the past years. It
is young because it firstly appeared in the National Exhibition
of Fine Arts under the category of “Others” as a form of
painting art in lacquer in 1964. And it was until 1984 that it
formally appeared in the National Exhibition of Fine Arts in an
independent form of “lacquer painting” . Following presence
with such art forms as potteries, New Year pictures, comic
strips, posters, caricatures, and illustrations in the hybrid
exhibitions over the past years, lacquer paintings are present
in independent exhibition halls formally the first time in the 12th
National Exhibition of Fine Arts in 2014.

In light of the history of lacquer paintings since the founding of
New China, in particular after the reforms and opening-up, the
creation philosophy of lacquer painting has seen its gradual
shift from conservative to open. Undoubtedly, lacquer painting
is outreaching the traditional category of lacquer decoration
to boldly absorb and borrow advantages and merits of other
painting types to establish the aesthetics standards and

creation ideology with the spirit of the times, native features

and regional characteristic. In addition, the bold integration
with the emotion pursuit and aesthetics fashion of modern
people have certainly been the landmarks for lacquer painting
to become a true form of modern art. Nowadays, lacquer
paintings have combined kinds of concrete, imaginative
and abstract art forms, fully showing the inherent art state
of lacquer painting as a pure art, and making prominent its
epoch and national and indigenous features. And such art has
actively promoted the prosperous development of New China.
It cannot be denied that lacquer painting is a crucial member of
China’ s ancient civilization and a young painting type as well.
Nowadays, lacquer painting has been influential across China
from being regional or local as the most characteristic painting
type full of national styles in Chinese art treasures. It has been
an international painting type day by day and must be a key
art form linking ancient civilization and full of new vitality for
China“ s fine arts to be globalized.

Over 1,700 works of wide themes, rich content and diversified
forms were presented in the lacquer painting exhibition of this
National Exhibition of Fine Arts. Through stringent and fair
preview and review by the voting committee, 308 works were
selected as candidates for the lacquer painting exhibition of
the 12th National Exhibition of Fine Arts and, further, 34 were
selected from them as candidates for exhibition in Beijing.
The exhibited works show that over the past five years, the
lacquer painters across China have reflected more inclusive

and thorough art philosophy while making prominent social
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responsibility and main theme. Their individual art styles have
been better shown with more diversified art forms than previous
exhibition. Moreover, the exhibition this year has seen more
new artists and works. The new painting type created in old
media has helped push China’ s lacquer painting enterprise
forward by publicizing new and outstanding young and middle-
aged lacquer painters through exhibitions. The lacquer painting
exhibition this time is very obvious in this regard.

With the development of the times, the young and middle-aged
lacquer painters have brought great changes and revolution to
the field of the lacquer painting with their new thoughts, bold
exploration and practice. Over the past five years since the
11th National Exhibition of Fine Arts, art colleges in universities
around China have started or expanded their teaching and
communication of lacquer painting subjects according to
their own development states. They have carried out mutual
exchanges of teaching philosophy and jointly perfected
education system of China’ s modern lacquer painting
subjects, showing their unique art styles and pursuits.

Fujian, the exhibition venue this year, is the center of China” s
modern and contemporary lacquer art and one of the main
origins of China" s modern lacquer painting as well. With
concern of CPC Fujian Committee and Fujian Provincial
Government, under the direct leadership of the Department
of Publicity of CPC Fujian Committee and Fujian Federation
of Literary and Art Circles, and with the organization and

promotion of Fujian Provincial Artists Association, a large

amount of outstanding lacquer painters of China have
emerged in Fujian these years. Old, middle-aged and young
lacquer painters have inherited the traditions and made bold
innovations in exploring lacquer painting styles and languages,
and made new breakthroughs in exploring lacquer meta-
languages. Classical regional lacquer painting features of
Fujian have come into being as an important part and frontier
among China" s lacquer painting development. The exhibition
and exchange in the exhibition this year must further promote
deeper, higher and wider development of China’ s lacquer
painting enterprise, and more prosperous development of

»
Fujian" s lacquer painting as well.
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