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Huizhou— My Dreaming Haunting Place (Preface)

Guo Yin

Why do millions of wanders from Huizhou never forget their haunting hometown?

Why do millions of visitors who ever toured Huizhou adore it at first sight and become a
lifetime lover?

Here are the reasons.

Because of Huizhou culture, of the Cheng-Zhu School of Neo-Confucianism, of Herme-
neutics of the Qing Dynasty represented by Jiang Yong and Dai Zhen, and of Xi’an-style paint-
ing mainly represented by Cheng Jiasui, Li Yongchang, Jian Jiang and Zha Shibiao.

Because of the sages and saints like Wang Hua and Tao Xingzhi.

Because of the scenic attractions like the Huangshan Mountain, the Qiyun Mountain and
the Xin’an River.

Because of the numerous ancient villages near the mountain and by the river where
Huizhou clan lives.

Because of the simple moral, good custom, harmonious social relation and unity of nature
and man. What’s more, smart Huizhou people who cultivated by the great culture count most.

I was born in Xiashui Village, Jixi County and grew up there.

My personality and character is shaped by the spirit of hometown, namely represented by
Huizhou camel and Jixi cow.

My green culture and green aesthetic theory reminds people of my life experience. They
say I live in green from origin to the future.

That’s true, because I came from Huizhou like a green ocean, and I wish the whole world
looked like a flourishing scene of prosperity. I came from a small world in which the relation
of inner self, human and nature is so harmonious and I wish we could live in a universe like
that.

The main carrier of harmonious Huizhou culture is the Villages.

The book Ancient Villages in Huizhou, which is compiled and written by Mr. Li Chuanxi,
chooses 20 of the villages to interview and narrate the story of them. It is a book that deserves
careful reading and time spending.

Let us follow the guidance of the narrator to travel the ancient villages one by one: Xiong-
cun Village, there is a couplet in Zhushan Academy saying “Being open like hollow bamboo,
learnt and found flaws; Piled up by earth to form hills, making success from scratch.” Zhanqi
Village, it is the birth place of famous mathematician Wang Lai in the Qing Dynasty and still
has his intact former residence. Changxi Village is the hometown of a legendary man Wu



Chengshi, who was a famous scholar. Mr Wu worked as an officer in the Qing Dynasty and
Republic of China, who joined the communist party in 1936 and later studied traditional Chi-
nese culture from the perspective of Marxism. In Tangyue Village, we have world-famous me-
morial archways called “Paifang” which represented typical local culture of Huizhou. Many
celebrities came from there and possessed the Chinese virtue namely “loyalty, filial piety, chas-
tity and righteousness” . In Chengkan Village, we could visit Luo Dongshu shrine, the

“national treasure” and learn the story of Luo Dongshu, a scholar who refused to be an official
and pursue his lifelong studies in seclusion. Tangmo Village, it is a place where the beautiful
natural landscape and man-made scenery stay in harmony with delicacy and splendor. In
Wan’an Village, there is a famous ancient compass shop called “Wu Luheng” , and it is also
the place where great Chinese educator Tao Xingzhi started pursuing knowledge. Hongcun
Village has a unique design of water system, which is called “ the textbook to research history
of ancient Chinese water system” by architects all over the world. Xidi Village is the treasure
house of ancient residential architecture and folk house museum of the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties. Nanping Village is the museum of ancient Chinese ancestral shrines. A famous Huizhou
merchant called Li Zongmei constantly donated for public welfare undertakings after he got rich
and he is still praised for his contribution. In Zhukou Village, an old library Zhen Yi Ge collects
thousands of valuable books. In the Ming Dynasty, three ministers came from a family in Long-
chuan Village, and Hu Zongxian, the Defense Minister made great contributions to pacify the
pirates. The woodcarving sculptures in Hu’s ancestral hall stand for harmony and peace, and a
giant clock there casted four Chinese characters saying “ Guo Tai Min An” , which means

“May the country be prosperous and the people live in peace” . Shangzhuang Village is the
birth place of famous scholar Hu Shi, a celebrity of controversy in Chinese history. He devoted
himself to The New Culture Movement and The Second Sino-Japanese War, and he
contributed greatly in academic research, which deserves our respect for sure. Hu Kaiwen, also
a merchant from Shangzhuang Village, was well-known for ink industry and made unique con-
tributions to the development of Chinese culture.

When I read Hometown of Oblivion written by my daughter, Hu Chi, I wailed and burst into
tears. Having been through vicissitudes for decades, Xiashui Village, my birthplace, looks
shabby and desolate, and will present a thriving image together with its nearby villages only if
photographers, locals or foreigners of Anhui Province, come here to tour and take photos when
rape flowers are fully blooming. You can appreciate the grandness of the ancestral hall of the
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Jiang family in Jiangcun Village. Although being an ancient commercial hub, Wangkou
Village boasts many academic institutes, among which Yangyuan Study Hall and Cunyu-
zhai Academic Institute are perfectly preserved until today, vividly demonstrating the
Confucian identity of Huizhou businessmen. Likeng Village is famed for the far-flung
goodwill of the Cheng-Zhu School of Neo-Confucianism and runs down with the down-
hill of Cheng-Zhu School, whose widespread historic architecture of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties showcase its bygone glory. Hongguan Village is the place where several
renowned families live, including the Zhan family of ink producing, the King of Paper
running businesses of paper making, and a family full of tall people with the tallest being
2.48 meters. Lingxia Village is the settlement in which the generations of Su Zhe reside
and the hometown of the famous female writer Su Xuelin. The forefather of the nearby
Dujia Village is Du Xunhe, who is a famous poet showing sympathy to peasants from the
Tang Dynasty. Zhaji Village, whose structural layout, architectural style of dwelling
houses, and customs and folklore are similar to those in villages of Huizhou, although
being a village governed by Jingxian County, offers the Lake of Peach Flower praised by
Li Bai as “heaven on earth” , architecture from the Yuan Dynasty remaining until today,
and Phoenix-Shaped Roofs which differ from the Ma Tou Roofs.

If someone asks me which one I prefer to spent my rest life among the 20 villages, I'd
like to choose Tangmo Village to live but return to Xiashui Village, the haunting home-
town after my death. That’s where I have my family-gathering in Heaven.

The old villages scattering in Huizhou and Southern ui are beautiful and witness the
vicissitudes of history. They are worth touring, exploring and researching. This book just
presents a drop in the bucket. However, due to the knowledge and talent of the author, this
very “drop” is the most wonderful and fascinating one.

The history and society keep developing, and more llagen Huizhou are emerging in
large numbers.

Now we may stop looking back to the history, let’s agine and create a bright future.
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