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B Preface

Originated from labor and daily life, folk arts are deeply rooted in the-
rural areas, villages and towns and therefore represent the lifestyles
of the people who created them. The various folk art forms that
thrived in Zhejiang Province reflect the wisdom and interests of its
people. The rich variety is also a manifestation of the adaptability
and creativity of the people of Zhejiang in their struggle for survival
and development while inhabiting an area with a dense population
and limited land. On display here are some of the most outstanding
works of folk art that originated on this land called Zhejiang. These
items have in the past made life better for the local people and also
brought them much pride and admiration. Lifestyles change however,
and cultures transform, bringing tremendous challenges to the
survival of various folk arts. Some of these art forms have dwindled
while others vanished. Confronted with such a serious situation,
government institutions at different levels have come up with policies
in protection of these representatives of intangible cultural heritage
and have made great efforts to protect folk art forms that are on the
verge of extinction. The current exhibition is part of this movement to
protect these folk arts. This exhibition intends to draw attention to the
intangible factors behind the materials the items are made of. These
factors include the historic evolution of an art form, its manufacturing
process and craftsmanship, its intellectual worthiness and the wisdom
it represents. This is an attempt to leave a faithful record for the
future generations as well as an awakening call to the public for their
awareness and sense of responsibility in protecting the folk arts.
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The Art of Carving
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