\»55 o~y =
AR ey D e
-] : [ i \
== [11 4= 4T
=4 L J Oj
HREIT
HAEEE
HEX R

ole

HRAREAR MR




Nature's Creation

Stone Sculptures from Zimbabwe

R0t

HRaXKT =
HRAEYE

ofe

HRAREZER MR



EBAEMHE C 1 P) &R

AT A EAT AR / S SR, — 22
: HIN ARSEARH AL, 2011. 2
ISBN 978-7-80588-902-3

[. @i II. O%h-- 1L OfE—EE B —EE
IV.(®J333

o E R A B B AECTPE R 7 (2011) 250181575

AP

REHREOME

Nature’ s Creation

Stone Sculptures from Zimbabwe

HRE XL
A& e
HEX %
e kA
B T

%

R & 17

HAARZEAR R

b: L

(730030) = H 55 KiE5685

I

0931-8773224(4%5%B) 0931-8773269(K F7Lh)
E - mail:

gsart@126.com

Ep Rl
EMRAFNBEHRAS
oA

889K X 1194 %K  1/16
FIE

8.75

T

2

R OR:

20114E7B 81K

ok

201147 B 1REDRI

o #.

1~1,000

=

ISBN 978-7-80588-902-3
=l

128.007T

W KR EREEIA, Hoh Wik, e R R4

ABRH N BN E RN, FETER.
REPE T, A CULE ] 76 8 8 1 4% 4



B>

AFRICAN CULTURES

e G0N0

20103E I SCIL R £ - ZEHEXLA

African Cultures in Focus 2010 - Zimbabwe Culture Week

G - BT AR

Nature’'s Creation

Stone Sculptures from Zimbabwe



I RR TR TTRE

AN i (A
W Fund of the Chinese Ministry of Culture for "Sharmel Sheikh Action Pian‘of FOCAC

FEEAL:

He A R 30 E ST A
HitE ARBUAF

BRI EEEENLRE

e AR AL E RS E
ERGEELZR

ERXUE

ARINERML :
HR&aXHT
HEXSN A RE A
H&EmwE

T In AL 2
PEAEMEEF RS

Organized by :

Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China

Gansu Provincial Government

State Administration of Radio,Film and Television

Ministry of General Administration of Press and Publication of the People's Republic of China
General Administration of Sport

State Administration of Cultural Heritage

Presented by:
Gansu Provincial Bureau of Culture
China Arts & Entertainment Group

Gansu Provincial Museum

In collaboration with:

China Rasearch Association on Africa

LT

Acknowledgements to:

é? PESERZERETHERS

Implementation Committee of China-Africa Cooperation Forum

EBttESEE AR
eis. Coordination Committe of Shanghai Expo 2010



P

5

X
U -
Z

X

A

FHEREZERIL. BAXEZES TEHERE.

BRTAFHEAMZAR, E#HPINUZ R EEHREREZARE

Inscription by Lu Hao—Secretary of Gansu Provincial Committee
of Chinese Communist Party and Director of Standing Committee of
Provincial People's Congress of Gansu:

Demonstrates the art of sculpture from foreign lands,promotes

cultural exchange between China and foreign countries.Congratulations
on Zimbabwe Stone Sculpture Exhibition
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An inscription from Minister David Coltart for the exhibition:
To the People’ s Republic of China and Gansu Province: Thank you for organizing this

exhibition—I hope that it further and strengthen the relations between our countries. Best
wishes.
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Preface

On the occasion of the opening of the activity
“African Cultures in Focus 2010, Zimbabwe Culture
Week” in Lanzhou, we feel happy from the bottom of
our heart to present this exhibition “Creating Miraculous
Beauty = Stone Sculptures from Zimbabwe” to the
public. Zimbabwe, located in the inland Africa, is a country
with a long history, abundant natural resources, beautiful
natural landscapes and art—loving people. Stone carvings
made by people of Zimbabwe known for their concise
line, rugged shape, artistic exaggeration out of rich
imagination always shock us when we face them. They
are art gems in the treasure house of human civilization.
The stone sculpture “Zimbabwe Bird” has become the
pride of the Zimbabweans and a symbol of their country.
This exhibition “Creating Miraculous Beauty - Stone
Sculptures from Zimbabwe"” shows 100 pieces
of carefully selected stone sculptures created by
Zimbabwean folk artists with simple form and
extraordinary artistic appeal. These artistic works embody
the mysterious religious culture and ancient folk legend,
incarnate the primitive aestheticism and tranquility of
African continent and the old—age history of Zimbabwe
as well, emphasize the nature and connotation of life.
They bear an extremely strong taste of original eco—art
and extremely high aesthetic value for appreciation giving
people exceedingly intense visual shock and psychic
resonance. This is the first time for Gansu Provincial
Museum to have the opportunity to hold such large—
scale and high—grade exhibition, also the first time for
the cultural exchange between Gansu and Africa. We
eagerly wish to enrich our understanding of culture and
art of Zimbabwe, deepen the friendship between Chinese
people and Zimbabwean people and push on the bi—

lateral exchange and co—operation through this exhibition.
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Opening Speech for
""African Cultures in Focus 2010 + Zimbabwe Culture Week
And Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition”

By Minister of Education,Sport,Arts and Culture, Senator David Coltart

Honorable Vice Minister of Culture of China
Honorable Vice Governor of Gansu Province of China
The Director of the ceremony, Ladies and Gentlemen

[t gives me a great sense of honor and pride to address this August gathering on the occasion of “African
Cultures in Focus 2010" ——Zimbabwe Culture Week and the Exhibition of Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture
especially when the Exhibition of Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture is held in a foreign land.

At the outset however please would you accept our condolences with regard to the loss of life and suffering
which has taken place this week in Gansu Province, indeed not far from here, as a result of the flood and mud
slide which hit on Saturday. | know | speak on behalf of the whole nation of Zimbabwe when | say how sorry we
are that this tragedy has befallen your people at this time. Our thoughts and prayers are with all the victims, their
families and also the rescue teams.

This exhibition which will be opened soon today clearly shows how the great nation of the People’ s
Republic of China values Zimbabwean culture and in particular our sculpture. For that, | would like to pay tribute to
the people of the People’ s Republic of China and congratulate them for successfully organizing the Zimbabwe
Culture Week and this exhibition.

| am also excited to be part of this gathering because Zimbabwe is participating at this exhibition for the first
time ever. Zimbabwe’ s participation here further strengthens and broadens the bilateral relations in the arts
and culture that exist between our two great nations. Politically and economically, our two countries have been
cooperating since the days of Zimbabwe’ s struggle for independence and self determination. However, the area
of culture has not been taken seriously as we witness today.

The country’ s name, Zimbabwe means the House of Stone. The Great Zimbabwe structures located near
Masvingo——one of Zimbabwe’ s five cities—were built from beautifully and skillfully sculptured stones. So the
country has a strong legacy of stone carving tradition.

As a result of this stone carving tradition, stone carving skills are very well developed in my country. Taking
cognisance of this, the white minority government of that time opened a National Gallery in 1957 that provided
a welcome stimulus to the then present and would—be sculptors. From then on sculpture began to take root in
the country. The National Gallery did a great deal to market the work of artists in sculpture during the 1960s and
1970s.

By the time of the attainment of Independence in 1980, a number of excellent sculptors existed in the
country and their acclaim was such that Zimbabwe was at that time identified as the home of 4 out of 5 of the
best sculptors in the world. By then the most successful and sought after sculptors included brothers John and
Bernard Takawira, Bernard Matemera, Henry Munyaradzi and Nicholas Mukomberanwa among others.

These artists produced innovative and ground-breaking work for many years while taking time also to pass
on their skills and expertise to a younger generation. As a result many publications were produced analyzing and



interrogating their works while, at the same time, the works were being shown all over the world to continue
critical acclaim. Generally the works focused on ontological themes that explored traditional life and beliefs. These
works were largely well finished, polished and compact in form.

From the nineteen eighties a new younger breed of sculptors began to take centre stage. Most of these
artists had received informal training from established artists and they began to produce new work making use
of the abundant stone deposits in the country as raw materials. However, their work was more secular in nature
and more concerned with social issues and the transition that was taking place from the traditional African world
outlook to a modern one that draws on diverse subject matters and even culture. This generation of artists
received little formal training and include such artists as Tapfuma Gutsa, Joseph Muzondo, Brighton Sango,
Colleen Madamombe among others.

Although the nature of the production is largely a male preserve several female sculptors have established a
niche in this field producing works that represent softer and more feminine imagery while exploring female issues
such as various roles that women play in society. Artists like Agnes Nyanhongo and the late Colleen Madamombe
have put the female sculptors firmly on the map.

It should be noted, however, that stone sculpture has changed over the last ten years with the introduction
of other materials alongside the use of stone. These are mixed media sculptures.

Let me conclude, Ladies and Gentlemen, by thanking the People’ s Republic of China for inviting me to this
exhibition, the organisers of this event, the artists who produced these pieces of work, the exhibitors and the
general public who have come to see the works for without them the event would have been a non event.

Zimbabwe has been a negative brand for the last few decades because of our internal political turmoil. With
the advent of the new transitional government in February 2009, we are trying to create a new positive brand
for Zimbabwe. Our art has always been a constructive and positive feature of our society and so its promotion
internationally is a critical component of this rebranding exercise. Accordingly, events such as this exhibition go
way beyond art and culture and are an important step in assisting us stabilize and rebuild Zimbabwe, just as you
have done in your great nation since 1978.

I trust that the Zimbabwe Culture Week and 2010 Exhibition of Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture will be a great
success and that it will further strengthen relations between our Nations. | thank you!

August 12, 2010, Lanzhou
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Opening Speech for
""African Cultures in Focus 2010 + Zimbabwe Culture Week
And Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition”

By Vice Minister of Culture of P.R. China, Ms. Zhao Shaohua

Honorable Minister David Coltart,
Honorable Vice Governor Hao Yuan

Ladies and Gentlemen friends
On the occasion of the opening of the activity "African Cultures in Focus 2010 + Zimbabwe Culture Week

and Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition " in Gansu, | would express my warm congratulations on behalf of
Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China.

China and Africa are far apart, but friendship between Chinese people and African people goes back to
ancient times and remain unshakable and become even firmer as time goes by. In the modern times, Chinese
and African people wrote glorious chapter on the national construction, national rejuvenation, and made a
significant contribution to the promotion of human civilization.

Culture is a bridge and a link between human minds. “Chinese and African Cultures in Focus” has
become a brand project in recent years™ close cultural contacts between China and Africa. This year's "African
Cultures in Focus 2010 " was launched in May 20 in Beijing, art troupes from 12 African countries will come to
China successively to show the charm of African cultures and promote friendship and understanding between
China and Africa.

Zimbabwe Culture Week is to raise the curtain officially today in Gansu, China — one of the cradles of
Chinese civilization. The Zimbabwean delegation led personally by Minister David Coltart traveled thousands of
miles to China bringing the world famous Zimbabwean stone sculpture exhibition and art performances with
strong African taste and hence providing us an opportunity to feel in person the uniqgue charm of Zimbabwean
culture. It will also be a precious gift for the 30th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between
China and Zimbabwe.

There is an African saying "go only hand in hand and go far." | hope that both sides can take the activity
‘Zimbabwe Culture Week" as a new opportunity, and make a joint effort to promote the cultural relations
between the two countries to a new stage, acquire new achievements, thus make a greater contribution to the
development of bi-lateral relation and the establishment of a new strategic partnership on the basis of equality
and mutual trust in politics, mutual win in economics, mutual exchanges and learning in cultures.

Finally, | would like to thank again Gansu Provincial Committee of CCP, Gansu Provincial Government,
Gansu Provincial Bureau of Culture, Gansu Provincial Museum and friends from all walks of life for hosting the
*Zimbabwe Culture Week and Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibiton" with their arduous work especially at the
present time when the debris flow—a serious natural disaster just occurred. We would express our condolences
to the victims and pay our respects to people of Gansu who fought the disaster doggedly.

Finally, thank once again Minister David Coltart and your delegation, and sincerely wish the "African Cultures
in Focus 2010 + Zimbabwe Culture Week " and Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition a full success! Thank
you!

August 12, 2010, Lanzhou
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Opening Speech for
"African Cultures in Focus 2010 - Zimbabwe Culture Week
And Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition”

By Vice Governor of Gansu Province, Mr. Hao Yuan

Your Excellency and Honorable Minister Coltart,
Honorable Vice Minister Zhao Shachua
Distinguished guests friends ladies and gentlemen

Good morning!
“African Cultures in Focus 2010 + Zimbabwe Culture Week and Zimbabwean Stone Sculpture Exhibition”

organized jointly by the Ministry of Culture of the People's Republic of China, Gansu Provincial Government,
State Administration of Radio, Film and Television, Ministry of General Administration of Press and Publication
of the People’s Republic of China, General Administration of Sport, State Administration of Cultural Heritage and
opened officially today in Gansu Provincial Museum is a significant cultural event in the history of Gansu and also
a witness of the friendship between Chinese and Zimbabwean people. Here, on behalf of the Gansu Provincial
Government, | would like to express our heartfelt congratulations for the success of this exhibition, and a warm
welcome to the cultural delegation of Zimbabwean government from afar.

‘African Cultures in Focus 2010" is the implementation of the commitment of Chinese government related
to the fourth Ministerial Conference of China—Africa Cooperation Forum, also is a concrete measure to further
promote China—Africa cultural exchanges and mutual learning, and to deepen mutual understanding. In recent
years, with the extensive support of the Ministry of Culture, the cultural exchanges between Gansu province
and African countries have been expanded and friendly contacts have been made frequently. Gansu troupes of
musicians and artists have given artistic performances and carried out cultural and artistic assistance activities
in more than 10 African countries, and scholars from 30 African countries have come and visited Gansu, the
friendship between people of our province and people of African countries has been enhanced through various
forms of cultural exchange and cooperation.

Zimbabwe has a long history and splendid civilization. Zimbabwean stone sculpture art goes back to ancient
times and its unique sense of life and visual art shake the world. As exhibits of this exhibition, 100 pieces of
stone sculpture created by Zimbabwean artists out of their rich imagination embody the primitive aestheticism
and tranquility of African continent, emphasize the nature and connotation of life. These works of art representing
artistic achievement of Zimbabwean sculpture will give Chinese audiences a rich and profound visual perception.

In addition, Zimbabwe artists will give us a colorful dance performance with unique African taste tonight. We
believe that cultural and artistic exchange and cooperation will surely enhance the understanding of Gansu people
for Zimbabwean people, deepen the friendship between Chinese people and Zimbabwean people, creating new
ways of friendly exchange and cooperation between Gansu and Zimbabwe.

Finally, | wish the African Cultures in Focus 2010 « Zimbabwe Culture Week and Zimbabwean Stone
Sculpture Exhibition a complete success! | wish His Excellency Minister Coltart, Vice Minister Zhao Shaohua and
our distinguished guests a good health and favoring work during your stay in Gansu! Thank you!

August 12, 2010, Lanzhou



