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Text A: Confucius

Text B: On Learning
—Selections from The Analects

In their famous book, Sources of Chinese Tradition
Vol. 1, de Bary et al. said, “If we were to characterize in
one word the Chinese way of life for the last two thousand
years, the word could be ‘Confucian’. No other individual
in Chinese history has so deeply influenced the life and
thought of his people, as a transmitter, teacher and creative
interpreter of the ancient culture and literature and as a
moulder of the Chinese mind and character” (2003, p.15).
Confucius is a great philosopher and educationalist in
ancient China. With his tireless learning and profound
teachings, he has been held in great respect by the Chinese
people and considered to be “The Greatest Sage and
Teacher” and a “Role Model for Teachers through the
Ages”. His teachings, preserved in The Analects, form the
foundation of much of the subsequent Chinese speculations
on the education and comportment of the ideal man, on
how such an individual should live his life and interact
with others, and on the forms of society and government
in which he should participate. Feng Youlan, one of the
greatest 20th century authorities on the history of Chinese
thought, compared Confucius’ influence in Chinese history
with that of Socrates in the West.
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< poverty-stricken
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< granary n.
B, Be
<« make effort to

BHT

Text A

o 15
Confucius

Confucius is China’s most famous teacher, philosopher, and
political theorist and the founder of Confucianism, whose ideas
have influenced the civilization of East Asia and even of the whole
world.

Confucius was born in the 22nd year of the reign of Duke
Hsiang of Lu® (551 B.C.). The traditional claim that he was born
on the 27th day of the eighth lunar month® has been questioned by
historians, but September 28 is still widely observed in East Asia
as Confucius’ birthday. It is an official holiday, Teachers’ Day, in
Taiwan, China.

Confucius’ ancestors were probably members of the aristocracy
who had become virtually poverty-stricken commoners by the time of
his birth. His father died when Confucius was only three years old.
Instructed first by his mother, Confucius later distinguished himself as
a tireless learner in his teens. He recalled toward the end of his life
that at age 15 he set his heart upon learning®. A historical account
notes that, even though he was already known as an informed
young scholar, he felt it appropriate to inquire about everything
while visiting the Grand Temple’.

Confucius had served in minor government posts managing
stables and keeping books for granaries® before he married a
woman of similar background when he was 19. It is not known
who Confucius’ teachers were, but he made a particular effort to

find the right masters to teach him, among other things, ritual and

AICHR H FEncyclopedia Britannica 2004, />5\#77 w4 2k .

BEATT 4,

FIBIAR —+t.
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WET GEig) H=/, B0 “FAKHEH, %6, "
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music. Confucius’ mastery of the six arts’—ritual, music, archery,
charioteering, calligraphy, and arithmetic—and his familiarity with
the classical traditions, notably poetry and history, enabled him to
start a brilliant teaching career in his 30s°.

Confucius is known as the first teacher in China who wanted to
make education available to all men’ and who was instrumental in
establishing the art of teaching as a vocation, indeed as a way of life.
Before Confucius, aristocratic families had hired tutors to educate
their sons in specific arts, and government officials had instructed
their subordinates in the necessary techniques, but Confucius was
the first person to devote his whole life to learning and teaching for
the purpose of transforming and improving society. He believed that
all human beings could benefit from self-cultivation. He inaugurated
a humanities program for potential leaders, opened the doors of
education to all, and defined learning not merely as the acquisition
of knowledge but also as character building.

For Confucius the primary function of education was to
provide the proper way to train noblemen'® (jun zi), a process
that involved constant self-improvement and continuous social
interaction. Although he emphatically noted that learning was “for
the sake of the self”"'(the end of learning was self-knowledge and
self-realization), he found public service a natural consequence
of true education. Confucius confronted learned hermits who
challenged the validity of his desire to serve the world; he 'resisted

»12 to live apart

the temptation to “herd with birds and animals
from the human community, and chose to try to transform the
world from within. For decades Confucius was actively involved in

politics, wishing to put his humanist ideas into practice through

7 CRET, AL, &, 8 @ B B

8 fLF “=tmar" , EXFEESF, FREHEEERE.

9 LT “HEEE" BHEE.

10 BHF. X##iiFMsuperior mangentleman.

11 AT Gl ) SB-H0uR, FoR: “WZEENS, SZEENN "

12 AT GRIED) BH/AR, B3CRk: “RFERE: ‘SERTSEE, FERAZES
miEs? XKFHE, EAS5M. * 7
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< magistrate n.

K, WiksE

< alienate v.
fEEiE, #0E
< rectitude n.

IEH, WHhE

< not sit well with

INFernans B{ngk

<in an attempt to
=ik
«feudal adj.

« prophetic adj.
BEH, SR

governmental channels.

In his late 40s and early 50s, Confucius served first as a
magistrate”, then as an Assistant Minister of Public Works', and
eventually as Minister of Justice® in the state of Lu. It is likely
that he accompanied Duke Lu as his chief minister on one of his
diplomatic missions'®. Confucius’ political career was, however,
short-lived. His loyalty to the Duke alienated him from the power
holders of the time, the large Chi families', and his moral rectitude
did not sit well with the Duke’s inner circle. At 56, when he realized
that his superiors were uninterested in his policies, Confucius left
the country in an attempt to find another feudal state to which he
could render his service. Despite his political frustration he was
accompanied by an expanding circle of students during this self-
imposed exile of almost 14 years'®. His reputation as a man of
vision and mission spread. A guardian of a border post once
characterized him as the “wooden tongue for a bell” of the age,
sounding Heaven’s prophetic note to awaken the people'®. At the
age of 67 he returned home to teach and to preserve his cherished
classical traditions by writing and editing?®. Confucius died in
479 B.C., at the age of 73. According to the Records of the Grand
Historian, 72 of his students mastered the “six arts”, and those
who claimed to be his followers numbered 3,000*'. He has been

respected as the “Role Model for Teachers through the Ages”.

13 # B, XBEELFIMEQFEE—R, PEES LR B,

14 8L FIHEER R Z — I, AFTEHEA TR,

15 L FFHREMKRIE I, AFTEEARES.
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17 2K, fLFHHEN=KRKEZ—,

18 MEAMEFLFRITEE, FMWsIE, HEFRESHTFRIT.
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Unit 1

Exercises v,

IL.

Answer the following questions.

Who is Confucius?
Why is September 28 set as Teachers’ Day in Taiwan, China?
What do you know about Confucius’ family background?

p—

What did Confucius do when he was young?

Why is Confucius regarded as the first teacher in China?
What are the major points of his ideas about education?
What did Confucius do in his late 40s and early 50s?

Why did he leave his country and travel around various states?

© ® N U s W N

What did he do in his last few years?

Complete the following sentences with the proper forms of the words given in
the box.

return

tireless  influence

follower  book-keeper  sage tradition ’
music render edit state heaven  poverty background ‘
arts history practice  ritual noble minister  exile

1. Feng Youlan, one of the greatest 20th century authorities on the of Chinese
thought, compared Confucius’ in Chinese history to that of Socrates in the
West.

2. Confucius was born into a poor but family that had fallen on hard times.

3. His father died when Confucius was three years old, and he was brought up in
by his mother.

4. Confucius is reported to have worked as a shepherd, cowherd, clerk, and a

5. We do not know how Confucius himself was educated, but has it that he
studied with the Taoist Master Lao Dan, with Chang Hong, and
the lute with Music-master Xiang.

6. At the age of fifty, Confucius’ talents were recognized and he was appointed Assistant Minister
of Public Works and then of Justice. But Confucius apparently offended

members of the Lu nobility and he was subsequently forced to leave office and go into
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10.

11
12.

In the company of his disciples, Confucius left Lu and traveled in the of Wei,
Song, Chen, Cai, and Chu, looking for a place where he could his service but
meeting instead with indifference and, occasionally, severe hardship and danger.

Confucius to Lu in 484 B.C. and spent the remainder of his life teaching,
putting in order the Book of Songs ( { 4k ) ), the Book of Documents ( {43 ) ) , and other
ancient classics, as well as the Spring and Autumn Annals ( {FFK) ).
Confucius also claimed that, by the age of fifty, he had come to understand what

had mandated for him and for mankind.

Confucius was willing to teach anyone, whatever their social , as long as they
are eager and . He taught his students morality, proper speech, government, and
the refined

His most popular posthumous names are “The Greatest and Teacher”.
Confucius’ teachings were later turned into an elaborate set of rules and by his

numerous disciples and

Il. Translate the following expressions into English.

1. BREATTF 2. BBEABZT+t
3. ILFERE 4, HEF®
5. KJ& By AP
7. 3L R SLEL BB 8. HEMINAE
9. 558AfH 10. F=
1. K=& 12. K&
13. (&iE) 14. Fitlhsk
IV. Translate the following sentences into English.

IFRPELTREANBEER. BEXRMEBER,
AWBZ+/N\BRILFHERLEB.

EHEFREN, FYEHdRE (TEER) NEE (TEAE ) HWI\ESE,
AFETHESZHRESTTE, HEAHEFEIMEZARLE,

FAKE, BEE,

LF—EBNTEINEE, FHABNEXTESKRES,

LFINA, BENEEDHETREEFREFOERF %
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8. EXTEMNEN, ILFHRRSEBCEE, FLEHBUFHNRELE CHBEM
Ko

9. EHETAFH, AFEFSFIINEBRERTHETBBFIIENEE,

10. #& ($Bi2) iEH, LFEFRF=TF, HPB "RZ" FLTZAo

V. Translate the following two paragraphs into Chinese.

Paragraph 1
Confucius was born in 551 B.C. in the State of Lu which is known today as Qufu in Shandong

Province. Confucius’ name was Kong Qiu in Chinese. Kong was the family name while Qiu was
his given name. This was because his parents had prayed for a son at Niqiu Hill, and “Qiu” was an
appropriate token of their thanks and joy at having their prayers answered. Sadly, his father died
when Confucius was very young, but despite a hard life, Confucius dedicated himself to study at
the age of 15.

Paragraph 2
Confucius is said to have risen to the position of Minister of Justice in Lu at the age of 53.
According to the Records of the Grand Historian, the neighboring state of Qi was worried that Lu
was becoming too powerful. Qi decided to sabotage Lu’s reforms by sending 100 good horses and
80 beautiful dancing girls to the Duke of Lu. The Duke indulged himself in pleasure and did not
attend to official duties for three days. Confucius was deeply disappointed and resolved to leave Lu
and seek better opportunities, yet to leave at once would expose the misbehavior of the Duke and
therefore bring public humiliation to the ruler Confucius was serving, so Confucius waited for the
Duke to make a lesser mistake. Soon after, the Duke neglected to send to Confucius a portion of
the sacrificial meat that was his due according to the custom, and Confucius seized this pretext to
leave both his post and the state of Lu.
(Selected from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confucius)

VI. Translate the following passage into English.

I1LF, AR, TEEATTFE (ATHG51E ) RENBZ+EtHATER,
MIMEANLRBE, HEREBTREANEER. XEFRNEEERR, BRFIRNEILE
Ao HEEE (F) (H), 1T (ALY (K), F{(AZ) , £ (FK) - BPEAER
A EE5E, FHIER" .
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LFHHRR, =F%X, BESFAFKA, FENSEHMT "ZE" (TE2EE)

5 @ (EEER) . BREFERE, ILFHESH "TFF" . hEBTBUAMEA,

Y. “=Af7, XEERNR. BEHEEFMMZ, HFEEmXZ, " ILF "=+
3", FFFEEEHSE, hEK BHEEE" , EA—NBRAIR. TRBEEH AU
AR TF. EEANE (ATHB01E ) LFHREGAPEHE, BFILFET—%,

—FEHPBEIIE, BRAAKTRE, B, TAMARREMHN LI 8 S HWBKH
FTEXB, TRAEHTFHARETEFEE, FaT KA TOFNERIENEE, £X
ATESH, AFEREE, AFRERNTEEXR, BENEHE, ERATARE
(ATTAIA79F ) , FLFifith, BFEE+=%,



Text B

On Learning
—Selections from The Analects'

1. The Master said, “To study, and then in a timely fashion to
practice what you have learned—is this not satisfying? To have

companions arrive from afar—is this not a joy?”

FH: M2, RIRGEP AHEEIHR, FIRF?

2. The Master said, “Having in the morning learned the Way, one

could die that evening without regret.”

TH: “WiEE, FIEAR, "

3. The Master said, “In ancient times scholars worked for their own
improvement; nowadays they seek only to win the approval of

others.”
FH: “HZEEND, SZFEEANN”

4. The Master said, “A true teacher is one who, keeping the past

alive, is also able to understand the present.”
FH: “WREmAET, ATLChIS,

5. The Master said, “To learn without thinking will lead to
confusion. To think without learning, however, will lead to

fruitless exhaustion.”

%E: “—?‘ﬁﬁz:fmﬁ\m%, E‘.;a\ﬁﬁz:%‘gmulfao 1

6. The Master said, “I once engaged in thought for an entire day
without eating and an entire night without sleeping, but it did no
good. It would have been better for me to have spent that time in

study.”

1 AFHVGER SRR FETIA . Ivanhoe, P. ]., & Nordan, B. (2001). Readings in classical
Chinese philosophy. New York: Seven Bridges Press. #ll Gardner, D. K. (2003). Zhu Xi’s
reading of the Analects: Canon, commentary, and the classical tradition, New York:
Columbia University Press. DUSH T EES M. 58, FRH. 2001, 381F. M. J7HH
Jkt.
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< timely adj.
Ky, A E

«afar adv. i

< without regret

BAT

<« exhaustion n.



