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1. Diamonds in the United States

Most of the world’s diamonds come from Africa, but there
is one place in the United States where they are found. It is near
Murfreesboro, Arkansas.

Diamonds were first found near Murfreesboro in 1906. A-
bout fifty thousand diamonds have come from this field. One fot-
ty—caratdiamond was the largest ever found in North America.

But most of the stones were too small to make mining worth-

while. Soon all mining stopped there. Today a visitor to Mur-
freesboro can hurt for diamonds himself.

A few diamonds have been found in sand and gravel along
the Great Lakes, too. But none of these were in their original
blue ground. They may have been formed far to the north and

carried south by the last great glaciers.
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2. The Necktie through Thick and Thin

From hat to shoes, men’s clothes are useful. Only one piece of
clothing is worn just for decoration. It is the necktie, or cravat. The
necktie is left over from the time when men wore ruffles, ribbons, and
tassels;

Beau Brummel was an Englishman of the early 1800’s. He was fa-
mous for his fancy clothes, The story is told that he used to invite guests
just to watch him knot his white cravat.

Now, perhaps, even the necktie is going out of style. It has been

getting smaller and smaller for hundreds of years, It started out as a piece




of lace and turned into a silk bow. Then it became a triangle that was tied

around the neck. Now many neckties are no wider than a piece of string,
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3. Who First Made Ice Cream

Most Americans think that ice cream is as American as
baseball and apple pie. But ice cream was known long before

\

4




America was discovered.

The Roman emperor Nero may have made a kind of ice cream. He
hired hundreds of men to bring snow and ice from the mountains, He
used it to make cold drinks. Traveler Marco Polobrought back recipes
for chilled and frozen milk from China.

Hundreds of years later, ice cream reached England. It is
said that King Charles I enjoyed that treat very much. Thereis a
story that he bribed his cook to keep the recipe for ice cream a

royal secret.

Today ice cream is known throughout the world. Americans

alone eat more than two billion quartsa year.
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