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Reading Exercise 1

What is eBay? The simple answer is that it is a global trading platform
where nearly anyone can trade practically anything. People can sell and buy
all kinds of products and goods, including cars, movies and DVDs, sporting
goods, travel tickets, musical instruments, clothes and shoes—the list goes
on and on.

The idea came from Peter Omidyar, who was born in Paris and moved
to Washington when he was still a child. At high school, he became very
interested in computer programming and after graduating from Tuft
University in 1988, he worked for the next few years as a computer
engineer. In his free time he started eBay as a kind of hobby, at first
offering the service free by word of mouth. By 1996 there was so much
traffic on the website that he had to upgrade and he began charging a fee
to members. Joined by a friend, Peter Skill, and in 1998 by his capable
CEO,Meg Whitman, he has never looked back. Even in the great . com

crashes of the late 1990s, eBay has gone from strength to strength. It is now
one of the ten most visited online shopping websites on the Internet.

eBay sells connections,not goods, putting buyer and seller into contact
with each other. All you have to do is take an e-photo,write a description,
fill out a sales form and you are in business: the world is your market
place. Of course for each item sold eBay gets a percentage and that is a

great deal of money. Every day there are more than sixteen million items
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listed on eBay and eighty percent of the items are sold.
1. We learn from the text that eBay provides people with
A. a way of buying and selling goods
B. a website for them to upgrade
C. a place to exhibit their own photos
D. a chance to buy things at low prices
2. Why did Peter create eBay after graduating from university?
A. For fun.
B. To make money.
C. For gathering the engineers.
D. To fulfill a task of his company.
3. From “he has never looked back” in Paragraph 2 we learn that
Peter .
A. did not feel lonely
B. was always hopeful
C. did not think about the past
D. became more and more successful

4. How does eBay make money from its website?

A. By bringing sellers together. B. By charging for each sale.
C. By listing items online. D. By making e-photos.
\

(£i7]

by word of mouth [13L3i: Most old legends were handed down from generation
to generation by word of mouth. KZ ¥l & L UL & — R — U0 DA T ok
o
upgrade v. $&F}, F19: upgrade the status of teachers £ = 2 1) Ho oL
\
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REPEMEA IR S5 BT 1996 45, Wl i i KRR T AT A AT T4, IFIF
i 2 BOSCR B o ok AT A AT « Wk A ZE R 1998 4T, Ki§ W48 1 )
s« BRFEAE B HATE AL Al R B B3k o R 20 {428 90 ARAK
PRI A5 A0 , B DU SR AN IR & S pE e IR, 2 LI R0 L 10 15 )
KL Rt 2 —

Ty VUG EE 4 AR R iy, EAE SR R SE K R AE—ikL . UREM HUE 3R 5K
R BT GO UEI] , SR B B A XAl ol DU B T AR AR .
SRR —FRT N B VLR AR B — 7 LU i, i o2 — R 50 EEXR
FIH BT AT 1 600 J7 14, Horh 809% #RBLES 1«

Like all other mothers who have small children, I, too, have to steal
time—from my own children at home and from the children who know me
as their teacher—just to put a few words down on paper. Many times ['ve
wanted to write for myself, for other women, for my parents, for my
husband, and especially for my children. I would have liked to leave a
legacy of words explaining what it has meant to have twins. One reason
that there is not a great deal written about being a mother of a new baby is
that there is seldom a moment to think of anything else but the baby’s
needs.

With twins, I did not have a spare hand to write with.

Before my twins were born, my days were long and 1 had nothing to
write about. After the twins” birth 1 did have something to write about,but I
found myself facing not a pen and paper but milk bottles.

Some nights, friends would visit. They would leave at 11 p. m.,

3
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heading for bed,and for us the night was only just beginning. With twins,
there is really no night. Each feeding lasts a long time. At 1: 00 a. m. ,each
of them would begin crying from hunger. At 4: 00 a. m. ,when 1 finally put
them down,I head for the kitchen and light a cigarette. I havent smoked in
almost a year,and I feel I've never needed it any more. But I'm so sleepy
and so tired that I dont care.
Two years have passed since then and weve managed to live through it

all. My days are still very full and even now there isnt one evening when I
put the twins down for the night that I dont breathe a sigh of relief. At last
a little time for myself.
1. What does the writer mainly write about?

A. Her role as a wife. B. Her work as a writer.

C. Her role as a teacher. D. Her experience as a mother.
2. When did she have time but nothing to write about?

A. Before the birth of her twins.

B. When she faced bottles of milk.

C. After her friends” visit to her home.

D. When she had to think about the babies” needs.
3. When the writer says “I dont care” ,she means that she doesnt care

about

A. her babies any more

B. the time to go to bed

C. the writing of her book

D. the possible effects of smoking
4. Even when the twins were two years old, the only time the writer could

find for herself was

A. when her babies were asleep B. when the feeding was over
C. when her friends left D. when evening began
(%71
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legacy n. 577: The man’s legacy to the museum was his entire art collection. Jt, A\
T2 265 T U P Al SRR 14 427 2SR o

sigh n. TS, M E: With a sigh, he rose and walked slowly away. I T 07K, 18
EHIE T .

relief n. 2
E’chfiﬂ/\k

(«Tﬂ

[,E It’s such a relief to hear you laughing again. F-7X U7 E /R

(&%Fx]

A AT R REE — R, WA F I [ —E R BN A C %7 5 B8,
TR A SR B A —— RN TR EZEILAT. 2R BB A
O N HA LN O ACRE SR R R N R % T 5 R AR B T —
LS AR U — W AR ERE 4. A PMRZARTH— DI A
R LBIRESE BT BAT I ]RSSO AR VY L B 1 1 A 2

AT XU FARARE A TR RV

TEIXX XURL R A1 B RAR 7870, A A AR S . &1 hA)s,
WA RIS T, AR A C A A ZARE 2.

A A A Lo AAT] 11 GG IF e sl LAIR] K5 1, AH X AT
KL A WIRITF R - AT XU FAT8BA T B R B . B UCIR I HR 2
FREEARIT ] o B T BUR 1 i AT TOT IR PRI SN o« IR 4 81, YA T
WA S LB D s — SO . RE 2R —AFBA WM T, A A 2l
ATEE T nBAENINY R, CEWA TIFZ.

WA, MiAFE 2 T, A E S 2 T HER. a“iZE’JBTI‘ETJWﬁﬁFﬁ%i‘*%
(0, BVE R T BRAE B — D AR WA A TR A REAL R RIE AR
J&F A B — ]

Growing up in Philadelphia, Lieberman started cooking with his stay-
at-home dad when he was seven. His foodHoving family had two kitchens,
and he quickly learned what was the best way to bake his cakes. Lieberman

improved his kitchen skills greatly during a year abroad before college,
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learning from a cook in ltaly and studying local specialties in Germany,

Spain and France. At Yale,he was known for throwing dinner parties ,

single-handedly frying and baking while mixing drinks for dozens of
friends. Just for fun, he and some friends decided to tape a show named
Campus Cuisine about his cooking. Lieberman was a real college student
showing his classmates how to do things like making drinks out of dining—
hall fruit. That helped the show become very popular among the students.

They would stop Lieberman after classes to ask for his advice on cooking.

Tapes of the show were passed around, with which his name went beyond
the school and finally to the Food Network.

Food Network producer Flay hopes the young cook will find a place on
the network television. He says Lieberman’s charisma is key. “Food TV isnt
about food anymore,” says Flay. “It’s about your personality and finding a
way to keep people’s eyeballs on your show. ”

But Lieberman isnt putting all his eggs in one basket. After taping the
first season of the new show, Lieberman was back in his own small kitchen
preparing sandwiches. An airline company was looking for someone to come
up with a tasteful, inexpensive and easy-to-make menu to serve on its
flights. Lieberman got the job.

1. We can learn from the text that Lieberman’s family
A. have relatives in Europe B. love cooking at home
C. often hold parties D. own a restaurant
2. The Food Network got to know Lieberman
A. at one of his parties B. from his teachers
C. through his taped show D. on a television program
3. What does the underlined word “charisma” in the text refer to?
A. A natural ability to attract others.
B. A way to show one’s achievement.
C. Lieberman’s after-class interest.
D

. Lieberman’s fine cooking skill.

6
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4. Why did the airline company give Lieberman the job?
A. He could prepare meals in a small kitchen.
B. He was famous for his shows on Food TV.
C. He was good at using eggs to make sandwiches.
D. He could cook cheap,delicious and simple meals.
5. What can we learn about Lieberman from the text?
A. He is clever but lonely. B. He is friendly and active.
C. He enjoys traveling around. D. He often changes his menus.

\
S C3)
specialty n. $5{83%: Their specialty is prime rib. X ZAE IR OS2 A HE
throw a party 2%$7p—¥ 3£ The German club is throwing a party this Friday
night. X ZPE R {RR A T 1 228 — R 2

single-handedly adv. B A, %l 5 Hh: Nader almost single-handedly changed the
public’s opinion of the big car companies. N8 JL-F- 200 H — AR T A A B ip
X RENR G AR A

tape v. 5iifl: Do you mind if I tape this interview? R4 2 FKILIX K% T 3k
g ?

campus n. X [E: Work-study jobs are usually on campus, and the money earned
pays for tuition. B T4 (1 TAEIE & JSAER T A, BT 3RA5 B4R TS24 2 2%

cuisine n. 3E&,1R3E: Enjoy the delicious cuisine created by our award-winning
chef. 552 FHIRATT A4 FJ42 o Uil 2 il A T 11 AR

charisma n. ™ Ak J7; #8 LS J§i: Few Presidents have had the charisma of
Kennedy. #A7 JLAS B GLHIA 5005 Je AR B LA N iE ) -

[(&%iFx]

FASTZEL AR, T BT i AR E R B RS R — RIS XA &=
FEMZEEA VIS D AR =2 T R 19 77 UL SRS . bR iy, FA
SAEEIMG T —4F, RARAEX — A 0L A% 5 25258 QAR , At 1) 58 R (4 — o7 [ Ui
2] OFAEOE T A PG B2 R0 A O R . IR A L2 I 0 i
Z ABREI H— AU A BRSSO F v 4 ORE e A0k ) T4 Be, Al Fn— 8
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WAt st 44 o “Re TR L Vi H L AR LA N . R 2R — 4 HIEITE
FERAAAE MRS 20 [R) A T T 2 T T8 e FH AR T /R SR A OB 2 S B AR 74 3k 0321
FITEALE R R URAT RSB 1 4 e B A A o 22 AT S P IR A AR AR 2 1 37
HOCT R XA H A SRR AL AL L A 24 LBl AE R Pl
RZ BTN

B ity X G A A N A B X A B ) S O RE A I 2% L b — T 2 e b
BIFMA S RN ARG "R AR AR LT DA 1, " SRR UL,
“EVENR MR AR R 1T EL B B 5 DA IR R 75 vk

EAMA S A2 AT A BXG ERCE — 17 0L 7R3 58 — Bt e 53 H
J& A S ERT R 5 O/ B = WA A . — Z A A A EAE ]
VESEIR AN BT ST AT ZS Bt o AR A2 10 T

All her life, my mother wanted busy children. It was very important
that her house should remain at all times clean and tidy.

You could turn your back for a moment in my mother’s house,leave a
half-written letter on the dining room table, a magazine open on the chair,
and turn around to find that my mother had “put it back where it
belonged” ,as she explained.

My wife, on one of her first visits to my mothers house, placed a
packet of biscuits on an end table and went to the kitchen to fetch a
drink. When she returned, she found the packet had been removed.
Confused, she set down her drink and went back to the kitchen for more
biscuits, only to return to find that her drink had disappeared. Up to then
she had guessed that everyone in my family held onto their drinks,so as not
to make water rings on the end tables. Now she knows better.

These disappearances had a confusing effect on our family. We were
all inclined to forgetfulness, and it was common for one of us, upon

returning from the bathroom, to find that every sign of his or her work in
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progress had disappeared suddenly. “Do you remember what I was
doing?” was a question frequently asked, but rarely answered.

Now my sister has developed a second-hand love of clean windows,

and my brother does the cleaning in his house, perhaps to avoid having to
be the one to lift his feet. I try not to think about it too much,but I have at
this later time started to dust the furniture once a week.
We have all become busy persons.

1. Which of the following is true about my mother?

A. She enjoyed removing others” drinks.

B. She became more and more forgetful.

C. She preferred to do everything by herself.

D. She wanted to keep her house in good order.
2. My wife could not find her biscuits and drink in my mothers house

because .

A. she had already finished them

B. my mother had taken them away

C. she forgot where she had left them

D. someone in my family was holding them

3. The underlined part in the fifth paragraph suggests that my sister

is happy to clean windows
loves to clean used windows

is fond of clean used windows

S0 w >

likes clean windows as my mother did

4. This passage mainly tells us that
A. my mother often made us confused
B. my family members had a poor memory
C. my mother helped us to form a good habit

D. my wife was surprised when she visited my mother

9
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end table n. [3& J( BU7ETD &S 550) 2L
set down Ji{{ I ,1# T: The dinner guest set down his knife and fork with a look of
complete satisfaction. S EE ) % A LA+ 43086 B 00 B O T 3o
inclined adj. H----- i 1] f¥): T'm not inclined to give them any more money at
all. RARAA R E LA AT 14k
in progress F{EEfTH, IETE & 4:: The construction of that new state highway is
now in progress. JI 5% I M 5 e BN B IRAE IEAE R B
‘ [5%iFx]
LA R BRER A A O WM F 12 R . XTHbk UL, b FIR &R
R T RIRE N F
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