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Chaoyang Gate Tower
at Jianshui City
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Lin’ an, the present-day Jianshui in Yunnan
Province, is well-known respectively as ‘Town
with a Splendid Literary History” . “Town of Ritual
and Literature” and “Town of Confucianism in
Yunnan” . In the Ming dynasty and the Qing dynasty,
Lin’ an produced 111 Jinshi (who passed the
highest imperial examinations under the emperor’ s
supervision, ranking third after Kunming and Dali in
Yunnan Province). Lin’ an also produced 1,273 Juren
(who passed the imperial examinations at the provincial
level) , and often took up 50 % of the successful
candidates in the local official examinations. The
culture of the Central Plains exerted much influence
on Lin" an in the Ming dynasty. In the Hongwu Period
of the Ming dynasty, the famous scholars Wang Kui
and Han Yike were banished from the Imperial Court
and sent to Lin’ an where they lectured for sixteen
years and helped the promotion of education and
Confucianism here. Yang Shengan, who was a Number
One Scholar in the highest imperial examination in
the Qing dynasty, was also banished from the Imperial
Court in the Jiaging Period and sent to Lin’ an
where he set up a school to promote education. This
educational and cultural inheritance has made Lin’ an
a cradle of talent.

It was in the Qing dynasty that saw the
establishment of Chongwen School, Hnanwen School
and Xuezheng School in Lin’ an. Each year, the
director in charge of education affairs in Yunnan would
come to Lin” an to organize the official examination for
the students from Lin’ an Fu, Yuanjiang Fu, Pu’ er
Fu and Kaihua Fu who wanted to attend the provincial
examinations later. The history books have such records
that Lin’ an was under the strong influence of the
Central Plains and had similar cultural traditions. In the
interaction between Han culture and minority cultures,
Lin" an culture has formed its own features.

The cultural prosperity helped promote the

BAKRRHSEED
Han People's Activities for
Worshipping Ancestors in Jianshui

BRSNS
A Small Vegetabel Market Outside
the Jianshui City
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Nalou Chieftain's Mansion in Jianshui
(established in the end of the Qing
Dynasty)
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development of art, and quickened the development
of handicrafts, of which Lin’ an purple porcelains
are among the most typical and the most influential.
Lin’ an purple porcelains have become the favorite
of the common people and the celebrities alike due
to their special materials, techniques, forms and
decorations. With high praise from the men of letters,
Lin’ an purple porcelains have become a typical
cultural symbol of Lin’ an, ranking among the top four

porcelains in China.
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Two—dragon Bridge at Jianshui
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Confucian Temple at Jianshui
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Three wells at Old Street of Jianshui
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Historical traces on the well
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Well outside West Gate of Jianshui
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