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1. China

1. China

The Chinese have created the single most extensive and enduring
civilization in the world. Their language, written in the same form over
nearly 4,000 years, binds their vast country together and links the present
with the past, expressing a unified culture unmatched elsewhere.

In contrast, the land of China is one of great geographical diversity.
Bordered by mountains, steppes and deserts, the immense central plains
are watered by great rivers, supporting a dense population, a large part of
which has always been tied to the land, but which has also proved itself
extraordinarily skilled in the production of material goods of a high quality.

In spite of the vast size of the country, and the periodic eruptions of
social unrest within or invasion from outside, China’s rulers have always
sought a single, strong, and unified state administered by an educated
elite. The bonds of society have been held in place by language, codes
of law, custom and ceremony, as well as by the wide distribution of the

products of the arts and manufacturing.
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I. China

Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or
false.

1. The Chinese have used their language in the same form over
nearly 4,000 years.

2. China has a unified culture and geographical diversity.

3. Periodic eruption of social unrest seldom appeared in China.

4. Usually an educated elite governed China in history.

5. The language is a very important factor that has bound China

together.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. What factors have made China bind together?

2. Please describe China’s geography.

3. What were China’s rulers concerned about?



2. People’s Congress System (Part One)

The People’s Congress System is the primary political system by
which the Chinese people act as masters of the state. The Chinese people
take part in managing state affairs through the National People’s Congress
(NPC) and the local people’s congresses at various levels. The Chinese
Constitution stipulates that the National People’s Congress is the highest
organ of state power. In China, all the departments of the state are created
by the people’s congresses to which they are responsible and by which
they are supervised. All major issues of the state are decided by the
people’s congresses.

The National People’s Congress and the local people’s congresses
at various levels are formed through democratic elections. They are
responsible to the people and subject to their supervision. The people’s
congresses have 4 main functions and powers: legislation, supervision,
appointment and removal of officials, and making decisions on major
issues. These functions are a major reflection of the fact that the Chinese
people exercise their power as masters of the state through the system of

people’s congresses.
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Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or

false.

1. The People’s Congress System assures that Chinese people act as

masters of the country.

2. The local people’s congress is the highest organ of state power.

3. In China, all the departments of the siate are created by the

National People’s Congress.

4. The National People’s Congress is formed through democratic

elections but the local people’s congresses are not.
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5. The National People’s Congress has the power of removal of

officials.

Exercise Two
Directions: Answer the following questions.
1. How can Chinese people perform their power as maters of the state?
2. What are the main functions of the people’s congress?

3. Who has the power of supervising the departments of the state?



3. People's Congress System (Part Two)

3. People’s Congress System (Part Two)

The Chinese constitution and law stipulate that the term of office of
each National People’s Congress and each of local people’s congresses
at various levels is 5 years. The National People’s Congress meets in
session once a year, and local people’s congresses at various levels
meet at least once a year. The Election Law of People’s Congresses also
stipulates that the number of deputies to each National People’s Congress
shall not exceed 3,000. Since the number of deputies to the National
People’s Congress is fairly large and makes it inconvenient to hold
frequent meetings, the National People’s Congress Standing Committee
is established to exercise the functions and powers of the highest organ
of state power when the National People’s Congress is not in session.
The National People’s Congress Standing Committee normally meets
once every two months. It is composed of one chairperson, a number
of vice chairpersons, one secretary-general and a number of members.

The standing committees have also been established by local people’s

congresses at and above the county level.

Practice has proved that the People’s Congress System is a basic
political system. It has taken root among the masses and, therefore, is
full of vigor; it represents the common will and interests of the people.

Through the People’s Congress System, the Chinese people of all ethnic
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groups hold the future and fate of the state and the nation firmly in their

own hands.
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Exercise One

Directions: Decide whether the following statements are true or
false.

1. The term of the people’s congress is 5 years.

2. The number of deputies to the National People’s Congress is fairly



3. People’s Congress System (Part Two)

large, so it is impossible to meet once a year.

3. The National People’s Congress Standing Committee meets once a
month.

4. The number of the National People’s Congress Standing
Committee shall not exceed 3,000.

5. Practice has proved that the system of people’s congress

represents the common will and interests of the people.

Exercise Two

Directions: Answer the following questions.

1. What is the approximate number of deputies to each National
People’s Congress?

2. What is the Standing Committee composed of?

3. How do Chinese people hold the future and fate of the country in

their own hands?
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4. Political Consultative System

The Chinese constitution stipulates that the system of multi-
party cooperation and political consultation shall continue to exist and
develop. Apart from the Communist Party of China (CPC), there are
eight democratic parties in China. Multi-party cooperation and political
consultation under the leadership of the Communist Party of China is the
basic political system in China.

Under the leadership of the Communist Party of China, the
democratic parties keep close cooperative ties with the Communist
Party of China politically. The relationship between these parties and
the Communist Party of China is based on political cooperation rather
than on political competition. In this cooperative political relationship,
the Communist Party of China is at the helm of the state while the other
parties jointly participate in the administration of state affairs.

The guiding principle of multi-party cooperation is long-term
coexistence and mutual supervision, treating each other with full sincerity
and sharing weal and woe. It is the most important organization of all those
serving as a channel for cooperation between the Communist Party of

China and other parties.



