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PREFACE

Mr. Xinli Zhang has studied and worked
abroad twice as a visiting researcher and visiting
scholar. He talks to me before his going and after

his returning. Also, he presented a few reporis on

his activities in Australia. Therefore, I get to
know his circumstance of study, work and im-
portant gains. It would be much more benefitial
to his readers if he had written his valuable expe-
riences and research achievements earlier, but It
is impossible, for his heavy loads of teaching and
busy schedule since he comes back to China.

I am very pleased that Mr. Zhang, at last,
sends me his 120,000 Chinese words'
manuscript of Children and Love. He worries

that it might be too much for mé because of my
#



old age with old eyes and descending vigour. To
his surprise, I can not tear myself from the
manuscript as soon as I picked it up.

Some vivid pictures emerge in my mind
when I am reading the manuscript. A group of
American kids with different complexions,
directed by a tall, yellow-complexioned male
teacher, are carrying out a variety of activities,
such as singing, telling stories, playing balls,
undoubtedly, there are some smiling, quarrelling
as well. This teacher like an amiable mother
sometimes, like a big kid at other times. The lan-
guage interwoven of written and pictures in my
mind keeps on changing and changing, I can not
help smiling sometimes, which is a rare affection-
ate experience in years since I read something so

facinating like this.
I The nature of Children and Love is a chil-
dren educational psychology works, combined
with child psychology and pedagogy. The au-
thor, however, gives his ideas about child psy-
chology and pedagogy by narrating true stories
that happened in a Child Care, eulogizing love

and child spirit, rather than by using terminolo-
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gies such as basic concepts, research objects ,
tasks, methods, etc. which are fre(juently used in
academic works. Love is like breeze in the spring
and child spirit beautiful flower. Child spirit is
the most valuable and loveable. It does not be-
long to child exclusively, neither does it mean
childish. Zuo Zhuan, one of the Chinese clas-
sics, has stated: “Zhao Gong aged 19 still has a
child spirit.” Li Zhi, a scholar in Ming dynasty,
said in his Burning Books, on Children, “the
child spirit is the initial and the first sincerity
which refuses false and keeps purity.” The child
spirit is of purity and sincerity, which is not only
the possession of children but also of adults.
After reading Children and Love, 1 find
that the success of the author is due to his sincere
and deep love of children education. Mr. Xinli
Zhang, who get a Master in Developmental Psy-
chology, has eight years' teaching experiences,
has been the head of psychology section of Edu-
cation Department, is a faculty member in uni-
versities both in China and abroad. He doesn’t
only study theories or do researches but also

devotes more of his time to eucountering children
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in reality as part of his child education.

Some might regard it as a waste of time and
energy for a visiting scholar to educate and to
care little and ignorant kids, not knowing the
fact that it is the child psychologist’s foresight
and sagacity. Psychologists should admit that a-
mong the psyches of people in different stages of
development, it is the most difficult to under-
stand the young children’s, and consequently, it
is also difficult to master the art of educating
them. Some psychologists and educators might
not have participated personally in the practice of
child eduction, their claims and assertion im-
posed on children may not be the actual truth.

It is the author’s opinion that psychologists
should get out of the ivory tower but go to daily
life. There is an old saying:No verture, no get.
The author is not content with taking part in
Chinese child education activities and. knowing
Chinese child psychology and education. He is
also interested in researching fundamentally for-
eign child psychology and education. Without
comparing, it would be difficult to understand

the common characteristics of Sino-foreign chil-
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dren, to understand their specific characteristics
respectively, to learn form others strong point to
offset one’s weakness and to eliminate the false
and retain the true. Therefore, the author has
gone to a kindergarten and a primary school,
working as a volunteer for three and half
months, while he is a visiting scholar in psychol-
ogy department at the University of Queensland,
Australia, He has learned much from the
kindergarten and the primary school, especially
his nine months in the Child Care Centre when
he is a visiting researcher in psychology depart-
ment at Southern Illinois University at
Edwardsville , USA, which neither libraries nor
universities can provide. Happiness comes after
bitterness. He experiences the purity of child
spirit and the strength and greatness of love
through working hard in child eduction, which
is the origins of this book. Children and Love is
both a song from his heart and his self-portrait.
His behaviours definitely indicate that he is a
teacher with child spirit. Carl Marx said“Only
can music evoke the sense organs that can appre-

ciate music.” So the case is that only a teacher
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with child spirit will gain the respect and love
from children.

The author’s working at the Eden Child
Care is undoubtedly a kind of freshing and stim-
ulus to the American kids because he is the only
male teacher, a foreign teacher with yellow com-
plexion. There is definitely a traumatic €xperi-
ence, dramatic conflicts between the author and
the kids, due to the differences of culture, cus-
tom and language between the East and the
West. One of the kids even calls contemptuously
this Chinese teacher “chicken”. Another one
says “Lee, no good”.

The author, however, is not discouraged, as
he states in his book, “these conflicts are due to
many differences of societies, culture, custom
and education between China and USA. which
are temporary phenomena of maladjustments.”
He believes that love can influence innocent child
spirit. He doesn’t care the hardship but plays a:
important role in KEYS, 5s’, 3s’ even Baby
Room, in compliance with the requirements of
the Child Care. He is not only the teacher of the

kids but also an intimate playmate of them. He
12



plays games, balls with children, tells stories and
takes care of them in every possible way. He even
changes diapers for babies in Baby Room. His
love and patience eliminate conflicts, surmount
difficulties and win him respect and love from
the kids. Kids in the Eden Child Care eventually
~ call him cordially “Uncle Lee”, some young chil-
dren call him “daddy”. What a wonderful

change! What an intimate , beautiful name!

The.author’s success in child education also
wins a trust of his co-workers and directors of
the Child Care. Together with children they also
call him “Uncle Lee” intimately. This is a sort
of victory, which comes through love, patience,
deliberation and responsibilities. It shows the
spirit of Chinese patriotism, pride and strength.
It also demonstrates the author’s fundamental
knowledge of child psychology and educational
experiences which he has cumulated in a long
time. Readers should be aware of these from the
details in Children and Love .

The book not only states the successful ex-
periences of a Chinese visiting researcher in child

' education in USA, but also introduces something
13



about American child education, some of which
should be learned and as references in China.

The Child Cares always welcome the chil-
dren’ s parents to join in the educational activi-
ties, which is the best means to improve mutual
understanding and cooperation. They often hold
parents seminars, also called the tcacher-parents
 meeting, so teachers and parents may exchange
their ideas, resolve any possible problems in time
to promote the efficiency of eduction.

In making gym and game-playing rules,
teachers let children join them in discussion and
ask for their opinions or give them chance to ask
questions, which are very good for cultivating
children’ s self-esteem, senses of responsibility

and discipline.

Those methods they use to prevent young
children from pestering their teachers by crying,
and the means applied to foster their ability of
feeding themselves are also worth.y of our study-

ing and researching.

It is an advanced measure of developing

young children’ s ability to speak and to think
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