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ower Infinity—Cheongna Gity Tower

Design Company: GDS Architects/GDS Korea Positioned as the new gateway landmark of the dynamic global economy in Northeast Asia,
Executive Architect: Samoo Architects

Associate Architects: A&U Architects, 2HM Architects, Haima Architects
Project Completion Time:2012

Tower Infinity in the Cheongna area of Incheon, Korea, represents the new "Soul" of Korea by
celebrating the global community rather than focusing inward on itself.

Project Location: Cheongna, Korea The design inspiration is based on an introspection to the Korea and its people,including where
Area: 29,272 m’ (Tower and Lobby Podium) we have been regarded and most significantly where we have seen ourselves headed as a proud
Rendering:Rayts and GDS nation and how we are perceived in the realm of this global community. In this sense, the

y 8 A competition evolved as an opportunity to provide a social commentary and challenge the status
BEt AL [ GDS e ST 55 T
PATHGHUR: B RERR ST 9 5 7 e the ohrase “landmark tower” is often indicafive of a nation’s des
SVENT]: AU ST T, 2HMEESUT ST, W a TS 55 FF n modern times, the phrase “landmark tower” is often indicative of a nation’s desire or ego to

quo which is restricted.

v T[] 20124F show the level of economic prosperity and technological achievement for others to envy. Rather
TiH st SEE Y than fall victim with trying to compete with the great iconographic landmarks of the world
WHER: 29 2725F 02Kk (B ST ST or develop another version of the “tallest observation tower”, our heart, mind and motivation

B4R 45 ST 07 50DS @ HUM 4 55 T

are set to represent the “power of absence”and the “strength of nothingness” often referred
to by Louis Kahn. In this respect, Tower Infinity is paradoxically strengthened in its absence
and in this void we find the presence of hope for humanity as it struggles with confidence and
humility. One can only hope that the result is an emotional and spiritual journey that transcends
the typical temporal experience which is soon forgotten.

With the rapid industrialization of pastwar and current designation as the 12th largest
economy in the world, Korea continues to struggle with its strong connection to the past and
its aspiration for its future. While too much excitement of a tower disappearing showcasing
Korean technology may seem striking and unusual, a greater emphasis should be placed on
the true message and contribution to humanity through the lens of understanding the nature of
the infinite and the possibility of the unknown. Here lies an opportunity to showcase the most
important aspect of our ideal that a nation and people constantly searches for the unknown and
the unseen to the world.

It is my sincere hope that this project will symbolically represent the “collective soul” of the
Korean people while providing a meaningful challenge and legacy to the next generation as
each individual searches for a life which is rich in meaning and is not blinded by what they

think and what they see.
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