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An only child with everything EF E 2

Franklin Delano Roosevelt was the
32nd President of the United States.
He was the only president elected four
times. Roosevelt led the United States
during two of the greatest crises in

American history, the Great Depression*
of the 1930s and World War II.

He had been stricken with polio' as a
young man and could not walk without
help. Still, Roosevelt was a smiling,
strong, cheerful person. He gave those
around him, and the whole country,
confidence because he had confidence.

1 polio, n: /]~ Jif 1855




Roosevelt introduced the idea that
the federal government' had a duty to
help Americans who were in economic’
trouble. If people were jobless or were
losing their homes, Roosevelt believed
the federal government* had to do
something about it. Today, the federal
government helps people in many ways.
Medical care for the aged and education
for the young are two examples.

On January 30, 1882, Franklin Delano
Roosevelt was born in Hyde Park, New
York. He weighed ten pounds. He was a

big, healthy baby.

Franklin’s father, James Roosevelt, was
a businessman. He was a widower’ in
his fifties when he married twenty-six-
year-old Sara (Sallie) Delano. Sara was
well educated. Like her husband, she
was wealthy. The Roosevelts lived in a
beautiful home. It was surrounded by
woods, gardens, and sweeping green

1 the federal government: 5 3 BT
2 economic, adj: &%
3 widower, n: ffi R
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lawns. Franklin was loved and welcomed
by both parents. He was their only
child. They gave him love and material
goods.

Franklin became the little prince at
Hyde Park. His parents and all the
servants fussed over him. The little boy
loved pets. He was given his first dog,
Budgy, when he was two years old. He
and Budgy rode around the estate at
Hyde Park on the back of Franklin’s pet
donkey. The donkey had a special seat
on its back for the boy and his dog,.

Franklin was the only child in the
house. There was nobody else to get his
parents attention. Even the aunts and
uncles came to admire the boy. Sara
Roosevelt, Franklin’s mother, kept the
boy in dresses. His long blonde hair was
left uncut until he was five years old. In
photographs taken of him at the time,



he looked like a little girl. After his fifth
birthday, he was dressed in kilts and
dressy suits.

As a boy, his favorite dog was named
Marksman. He also had a pony named
Debbie. The family built him a great
tree house so he could sit up in it and
pretend to be watching for pirates
coming down the Hudson River.

Young Franklin did not go to school.
His parents and private tutors taught
him. He learned right from wrong and
a sense of duty to other people. Though
his parents were very wealthy, Franklin
learned that there were many poor
people who needed help. Franklin grew
up believing he was a lucky boy. He
knew he would have to help others who
were not so lucky.

Franklin lived a sheltered' life.
Sometimes he played with other

1 sheltered, adj: % R
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Franklin Roosevelt with his mother
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