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Xue Sheng-jin

Xue Sheng-jin was born in Waliu Pingyao in 1937. He started to learn painting from
set designer Hou Wen-hua Studio since 1953. In 1958 he transferred to lacquering art in

the burnishing Lacquerware works. From 1961 to 1975 he looked up an official posts of & \‘
colorful lacquering workshop; from 1976 to 1984 he was chief of technique sector in P_‘
Lacquer Ware Factory.; from 1985 to 1988 he was associate director in the factory and

was responsible for technology; and from 1985 on he has been chief engineer of the

factory.

Xue Sheng-jin is a great master of modern lacquering art , a senior modern
industrial artist, member of the Global Lacquer Culture Society, member of the council of
Chinese Industrial Art, routine director of Shanxi Association of Industrial Art and
member of 7th, 9th and 10th Standing Committee of Pingyao Peoples Congress,
member of 10th and 11th Pingyao the Peoples Political Consultative Conference.

Xue Sheng-jin works hard at lacquering art for a long time. He sums up experience
from others and carries forward Chinese traditional lacquer art. He achieves mastery
through comprehensive study. From the 60s to 90s he has taught more than 100 art
apprentices for the factory. His art design and products of screen and cabinet exported
to more than 30 countries and he has got national gold and silver rewards. What a great
contribution he has done for Shanxi in dustrial art . He attended twice the National
Industrial Art Conference and was received by the Chinese state leaders. It was in 1993
when the Chinese Light Industry Labor Union chose him as Chinese Great Industrial Art
Master.
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By Yang Bo-zhu

5

At the beginning of this new century, (Pingyao Lacquerware) L

ite: §y ue Sheng-jin the famous lacquerware specialist , chief

engineer of Pingyao Burnishing Lacquerware Group, senior. in dust gﬂ’ﬁ is published . It is a monograph about Shanks lacquer
handicraft following (Shanxi Industrial Art Jiangzhou cle ink ) Series) . It is reported thatin near future an album of painting
and collected works about Pingyao lacquerware will bg%o tto o , ders.

Pingyao lacquerware has a long history and it is fdmausfarns exquisite workmanship Pingyao lacquerware is oneof the topﬁour

Chinese lacquerware styles . It is traditional famous work _ hip and 'p
culture. In Pingyao, lacquerware is one of three matchle !'Qmong ancient ¢
lacquerware is well known for its burnishing and design Iradng by gol ; ind oolcrs Lacquerware furniture cabinet , screen , table and the

en presented as provmclal government gift to 99 Kunming Global Garden Fair and to Shanxi Room in Beijing
ngyao erware with distinctive local features like plate, case, table screen , wall hanging all have becon
exchange , house war lections by personalities of various circles and of domestic and foreign t

ests that Pingyao | are is'a gold symbol of local culture and is a promlshg’productb be
If\terest in ngyao lacqu :
. artist. He is 2 up' oess Plateau. Xue-school Iaequeﬁng art, ropresented by master Xue She
: aft'&nying o erations experiences . At the. MMQSOS, Xue started his

cquerware serving his apprenticeship at artist QiaoOuan—yu After a long pegm ains
painting design ditional Iacquerjng aft, he ﬂ)ebvared once lost technique of col or-overlay-lz
technique . from three patterns to twenty and created new technlque of thme-gead

1000 ‘pieces of lacquering works. been done. He has.trained more than 100 art M

by local govemment‘mm ‘@administration, Pingyao B
ise in lacquering sphere over whole GOURtTY. and it identified as Shanks

oflamrmg ﬂsamls and descdpﬂw ofmcwsiontadﬂqupd 1 kmwnmmwe“ avd Wﬂ! dmmwm
| He is respecied by his professional and is a paragon of virtue and learning. He devotes all his life to lacquering industry art . | wish Pingyao
4 lacquerware enterprise grow and flourish.

- Entrusted by Pingyao the Second Light Industry Union, Pingyao Society of Industrial Art, Pingyao Lacquerware Group and Master
Xue Sheng-jin, | have what | know written to be forward of this book. :
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Elementary Introduction | © Pingyao
Lacquerware

Brief Introduction to Pingyao Lacquerware By XUE Sheng-jin

No one ever mentions Pingyao without praising lacquerware. Burnishing Lacquer is not a name of lacquer but a working procedure
or a handicraft in lacquerware procession. Burnishing means polishing with lacquer paint and to get gloss with hand. Natural lacquer is
liquid from lacquer tree. It is called raw lacquer and national lacquer in China. Unfortunately there exist not so many books on lacquering art.
Huang Cheng in Ming Dynasty wrote {Collection of Lacquering Art) which perhaps is the earliest book about it. In recent ten years some
Chinese specialists have written and edited some books like { Explanation to Collection of Lacquering Art) , (Chinese Ancient Lacquer
ware) , {Lacquering Painting Techniques and Its Art) and (Brief Introduction to Lacquering Techniques) .

Though there are no exact historical records for Pingyao lacquerware, it has a long history no later than Tang Dynasty . In 1965
from Simajinlong Tomb in Datong Shanxi five pieces of fairly complete colorful screens have been unearthed. At the background of
vermilion in ink design frame, yeilow. white, green, black, orange , red and gray colors were painted. They are typical lacquerware made in
northern China. Those colors were made of mituosheng and mine colors . It shows the similar features with thatof ancient Pingyao
lacquerware. Mituoseng is a kind of raw material to accelerate drying in ancient times. It was made from lead oxide and is called tuoxing.

Pingyao lacquerware is one of the four top famous lacquerware in China. It is of typical northern China. It has the features of gold tracing
and collected by royal families in Ming and Qing dynasties. It was popular in center Shanxi. For each household in center Shanxi there were
one or two sets of lacquering house wares. When local girls got married , one set of lacquer ware was offered as trousseau in which one pair
of big standing cabinet , four pieces of double-door top cabinet, one piece double cabinets , one pair of small silver cases, one desk, one
square case and one dressing case are included in. Except for the two big pieces, on the rest of them all the designs are traced with splendid
gold and color.

The flourishing period for Pingyao lacquerware was from Ming and Sing dynasties to middle of the Republic of China. At that time in
Pingyao city there were altogether 14 lacquerware shops . At the late of Qing Dynasty there appeared many well-known lacquering masters .
My master Qiao Quan-yu was an up-and coming youngster. His golden age was from 1925 to 1935. At that time those products were
exported to France. In 1958 Burnishing Lacquerware Works was founded. At that time there were only a few artists. They are Qiao Quan-yu,
his apprentice Ren Mao-fin, Mi Xiu-wen, Yin Lu-two and Qiao Pei-xian. Due to great attention attached by local governmentand the joint
effect by those lacquering artists, Pingyao lacquerware grows day by day. From 1959 on there are more than 1000 people have devoted
themselves to lacquerware production in Pingyao.
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