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Interior design takes up many forms. Among
commercial interior design, the most common
design of hospitality. service, retail and fast
food industries, have become more and mare
standardised over the years. Take interior design
of five-star hotels, such as Ritz Carlton, Four
Seasons, Grand Hyatt, St.Regis for example,
despite their luxurious design. each has its
own distinctive characteristics. Every series of
design has its continuous standard. For that
matter, there is very limited roam for design
professionals to design fora hotel's interior with
no strings attached. Mareaver, chain commer-
cial spaces, almost without exception, share
the same problem. Such is largely influenced by
globalisation and internationalisation. which in
term affects the diversification of design. We
want to see more designs with individuality.
Failing that, it is difficult to generate designers’
personal aspiration and exploration.

Guangzhou SNP Partnership is founded by
two young designers—Sunny Wang and
Robin Wang. Both of them graduated from
Environmental Design major of Guangzhou
Academy of Fine Arts. Ten years after gradua-
tion, they both have becorne the young gener-
ation of interior designers. Their firm has been
through rapid phases of development. They
have done various projects. ranging from mid-
to-high-end model rooms. luxurious clubs,
to hotel apartments, villas and sales centres.
They also provide other design services such
as delivery standard for luxurious apartments,
public identification system, research on for-
eign real estate products, decoration design
and purchase, furniture and household appli-
ance design, etc. They are now explaring com-
mercial estate projects, researching how to
bring novel arts concept and advanced tech-
nology into five-star office buildings, leisure
high-end shopping mall and urban complex.
etc. They are lucky to wark with real estate
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companies.which recognise their design vision,

and therefore are in a position to demonstrate

their thinking in broader design projects. After
five years since the founding of the company,
they publicise their first design record Practice
and Retrospective, selected from many design

projects that they have done since 2008, It s a

collection with great significance

To design non-chain commercial space, posi-
tioning is a major obstacle. What is more dif-
ficult is to bestow a story to a project space.
| have seern many luxurious apartments and
commercial spaces, which are only pile-up of
things—without creativity or story-telling. It is
fundamental for a designer to know a storyline.
but a higher level means one knows how to tell
a story based on a storyline,and that a designer
knows how to utilise space and design ele-
ments to tell a good story, which is.the highest
level in design. It is a great shame that most
designers think technical aspects are sto-
rylines, | am afraid those designers could not
stand out from the crowd.

In Sunny and Robin’s collection, there is a
variety of projects, but each design enjoys an
independent concept. The Whisper Garden
Project is an urban redevelopment project in
an old industrial area in Shenyang. The real
estate company requested a proposal on club
and landscape design. In order to shake off
the worn-down impression of an old factory,
they adopt the colour of bright yellow and red.
and use colourful scheme to present strong
contrast with the rational appearance of the
architecture A sculpture of a rabble of butter-
flies is installed above the lobby of the club,
representing butterflies breaking away from
cocoons with dramatic effect. There is another
set of abstract decorative leaves in door, which
looks like beautiful fallen leaves They also
wark with the real estate company to dasign

a set of small men in white building their
new home. Those men in white are prevalent
throughout the venue design. This project is
full of artistic beauty. Other projects of theirs,
such as the Twelve Oaks Club, the Cambridge
Club and "Serendipity with yuppies in Tianjin",
tell stories of black and white films instead.
They use storylines to tell a story. and enrich it
with design elements. They are smart design-
ers, and they constantly remember the char-
acteristics of British gentlemen’s clubs. and
use the concept to design every story scene in
the project. They also design other large scale
commercial projects such as the West Coast
Clubin Guangzhou, the River & Sea Sales Cen-
tre in Hangzhou. Poly Grand Mansion Commu-
nity in Guangzhou, and Riverside New Town
in Nanjing, Those projects are expansion from
the inspiration of gentlemen'’s clubs,

There is a great demand in the domestic inte-
rior design industry. With a large number of
players in the sector, it is never easy to be suc-
cessful. lam pleased to see Sunny and Robin's
achigvement, and hope they could keep up the
good work.

Shouzhi Wang in Los Angeles
7 February, 2013

Shouzhi Wang

Tenured Professar, Callege of Design, Art Center Los Angeles
Dean,Cheung Kong School of Art and Design,Shantou
University
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Looking at SNF's design projects at first
glance. regardless of high-end clubs. sales
centres, model rooms, or office design, all
exude a sense of delicacy. When reading
through their carefully-selected project collec-
tion, what attracts me is not only those visual
impression. but the words relevant to describe
those projects. Indeed, every paragraph is
telling a story in great detail with sentiment;
moreover, the words also unfold the thinking
behind the design with clear logic. The Shen-
yang Whisper Garden project is applied with
the concept of "Old Place New Life" to explore
the characteristics of life with poetic regional
quality. and integrate rich colour scheme and
ever-changing sunlight to bring out lively pre-
sentation. The Shenhua Sales Centre project
in Hangzhou combines chess and pop art—
both are not only the theme of the design, but

also a reflection of interior designers’ attitude

towards life and their artistic dreams, What's
more praiseworthy is that all those interior
design projects in the book do not solely focus

on indoor, but bring cities and environments

where the projects are located into consider-
ation, Furthermore, insightful colour of life and
humanistic sensitivities are prevalent in those
projects.

Through humorous words yet with depth, it is
not difficult to appreciate the temperament
and dream of two young designers. We also
get to know their attitude towards life. which
s loving life with passion while maintaining
avid senses. What's more, this attitude also
influences their designs. Thereis no doubt that
design is not purely personal work, but also
about looking for a solution. Such a solution
must be the unique "the one”, It is never easy
to balance delicacy in arts and precision in
design, more soin sensitive real estate projects

on pricing and implementation. The pursuit of
design quality is more challenging. Obvious-
ly, Sunny, Robin and their team know how to
strike a balance.

Both Sunny and Robin graduated from Envi-
ronmental Design major of Guangzhou Acade-
my of Fine Arts. They were both high achievers
at school. After graduation, they have suc-
cessfully won recognition through their dili-
gence. A touch of idealism can still be found
in them, and that is samething | am extremely
proud of. Interior design is a labourious job.
We live an era of rapid social development and
mammoth construction projects. Real estate
companies have strict requirements over the
quality of design, in addition to non-negotiable
deadlines. Almost every design firm needs to
work overtime to complete projects. Moreover,
compared with other sectors. interior design
requires great attention to details, such as
materials, techniques and decorations. The
number of drawings is huge, because interior
design itself is a very detailed art. Furthermore,
as an interior designer, one needs to coordi-
nate every aspect of engineering technology
to achieve the completion of a project. A good
design, with no doubt, takes more thinking,
energy and time. In order to achieve a perfect
interior design. it takes acute observation and
appreciation, and meanwhile more energy and
time to realise precision in every micro-dimen-
sion. However, when | interact with Sunny and
Robin. | hardly hear them complain about work,
| could feel their fatigue and reluctance, but
more is about how they enjoy the design career.
Their excitement when talking about design
shows that design is something that brings
happiness to them. The words accompanying
the project pictures are the best evidence. It

seems that all the hardship in the process has
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become enjoyment. | think that is why they are

holding to their design dream and, this is per-

haps the secret to their success.

Apart from excellence in design, SNP has other
plans. Since it isn't easy to achieve what they
have done so far, they particularly hope to do
something for friends who are into deslign. For
example, they intend to build a platform for
friends who share the same vision to commu-
nicate, to share experience, to expand under-
standing in design, and to fund those young
artists and designers who are still fighting
for their own existence. Hearing about those
plans. | appreciate their strong responsibility.
Such plans not only demonstrate their deep
understanding about life, but also indicate that
they have become more mature. Their design
dreams have become perseverance and ded-
ication. The growth of SNF is worthy of our
patience to see how far they could go.

Shen Kang in Beijing
13 February, 2013

Shen Kang

Professor, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts

Dean, Architecture and Environment Art Design College,
Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts |
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