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PREFACE

THE INDUSTRIES CHOOSING IN THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY IN CHINA

The history of human society is the process of the growth,
evolution and promotion of civilization. During the human civi-
lization development, more than 5000 nations continually
showed their own latest achievements, and left us the soul-stir-
ring and dazzling material and spiritual civilizations. When the
locomotive of industrial civilization slowly drove out from the
Great Britain, a deep-going and absolutely new revolution took
place in human manufacture, and at the same time the human
beings themselves also achieved unprecedented development.

However, with the past revolvement of the engine which
drove industrial civilization forward- “columns and columns of
black heavy smoke” giving off from steamers, human civiliza-
tion was covered with a layer of “gray shadow” . People come to
realize little by little: human beings not only have created pros-
perous and splendid civilizations, but also have cultivated the
soil which might destroy the living conditions of these civiliza-
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tions; we have no more than one earth. There is no way out for
traditional development pattems, and the industrial civilization
will come to an end and then be substituted byv green civiliza-
tion or eco-civilization. This is the inevitable process in the
evolution of human civilization. As we may say, the transfor-
mation process from agricultural civilization to industrial civi-
lization was the first revolution, then the process from industrial
civilization to eco-civilization is the second one.

There is only one way for human beings to go out from the
trap of “gray civilization” . That is, to find a path which can
keep harmonious relationship between men and nature and a-
mong men themselves, namely implementing sustainable devel-
opment strategy .

Since the Environment and Development Conference of U-
nited Nations in the Rio de Janeiro of Brazil solemnly passed
and signed the two important documents-the Declaration of En-
vironment and Development and the Agenda 21* in June 1992,
environment and development have become the great issues with
general concerns of international society nowadays. So every
country has been taking corresponding measures to seek for har-
monious development of economy, society and environment. In
March 1994, our government passed the Agenda 21* of China,
which systematically put forward the strategy, policies and op-
eration frames of sustainable development in China. Under
such kind of social background the book was written. As Chi-
na, the developing country, is in the middle-stage of industri-
alization, with large population and insufficinet land, and its

economic development is in the period of transformation, The
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first and chief task of economy is to speed up economic restruc-
ture and industrial promotion, which are also the important
contents for sustainable development strategy.

During the recent years, many people from academic cir-
cles and practical departments at home and abroad have
launched - extensive studies on sustainable development and
achieved a lot. Among them, there are some representative
works such as Our Common Future by Mrs Brundtland, Re-
structure , Environment and Sustainable Development by Ridder
David, The annual reports about sustainable development strate-
gy of China by the research group in Chinese Academic of Sci-
ence, The Economic Frames of Sustainable Development in Chi-
na by Huang Shunji and Lu Yonglong, and so on. All these of-
fered refterence for the paper. However, the achievements in
the systematical studies with sustainable development, econom-
ic structure and industrial choices together are still not enough
in quantity, in complete in scale and unprofound in depth.
Therefore, the book, with the title of The Industries Choosing
in the Implementation of Sustainable Development Strategy in
China as PH.D paper, based on the early studies and accord-
ing to the present development situation of Chinese industries,
tries to present the industrial system with the goals of sustain-
able development, and promote the continuous optimization for
economic structure and industrial quality in our country.

The book embodies the following academic thoughts:
First, China is still a developing country. Development is of
first importance, but it must be sustainable. That’s to say,

during the course of development, we must take it seriously to
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protect and improve environment. Second, with the time of
knowledge and information economy approaching day by day,
the views and patterns of development will surely be changed
deeply. For it demands new strategy to establish industrial sys-
tem which can push sustainable development of Chinese econo-
my forward. Third, Chinese economy is part of global econo-
my. We shouldn't only isolatedly choose those industries to re-
alize our sustainable development but also consider the fully in-
ternational cooperation. Fourth, analyzing the problems of tra-
ditional industries and providing reform measures, and seeking
the efficient ways for the sound growth of newly-rising indus-
tries and the transform promotion of industrial structure. Fifth,
High-tech industries are the engine of the implementation of
sustainable development strategy. Sixth, the newly-rising
knowledge industry, information industry, etc. which are
based on knowledge and information, will become strong indus-
tries. They have special advantages and broad prospects. Sev-
enth, traditional industries still play an important role in the e-
conomic development hereafter, moreover this situation will still
last quite a long time. When studying the sustainable develop-
ment and industrial options, we can't blindly deny traditional
industries. Eighth, the new industrial system should basically
represent the main direction of the industrial development of
our country, even though not evey aspects. Furthermore, it
can be realized step by step.

The book adopts the combinations of concrete and abstract
analyses, positive and theory research, comparison analysis
and deductive and inductive methods, etc, divided into three
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parts to study the industrial option choosing in the implementa-
tion of sustainable development strategy in China. In part one,
it mainly analyses the urgency and necessity in the implementa-
tion of the strategy, and points out the importance of industrial
restructure and option. In part two , it mainly analyses the de-
velopment situation of High-tech industries and their corre-
sponding newly-rising industries and provides efficient ways of
building industrial system. In part three, it mainly studies the
development situation of traditional industries in our country
and provides their ways of reform and promotion.

The book was finished under the guidance of my academic

advisor Professor Huang Dehong. Meanwhile, professor

Yun Guanping, Hu Jun, Zhang Bingshen, Sui Guangjun also
offered enthusiastic help for the first draft. My colleague, Mr.
Su Qilin, has done a lot of work in proof-reading, printing,
material providing, English translating, etc. My mother, a
greatness mother, always encourage me during the writing pro-
cess. My wife, Ms Liu Jian, turn her hand to all house-hold.
Here, I would like to express my cordial thanks to all the
above-mentioned people.
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