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The Summer Palace is the largest and the
most intact imperial garden in China. The park
landscape reflects the traditional practices of
ancient Chinese garden art— “Though it is
man-made, it seems as a natural one.” There
are natural landscape and all buildings as
the palaces, temples, pavilions, bridges and
corridors. The Summer Palace landscape
construction inherited and reproduced since the
Qin and Han Chinese royal garden regulation

and content, mixed together aesthetic
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conception with the Chinese painting,
poetry and literary, and constructed the
coordinated relationship between majestic
royal gardens and green mountains and
rivers, called the epitomized work of the
Chinses garden structure art. In 1998, The
Palace was inscribed on the World Heritage
List by the World Heritage Committee.
The book uses a large number of
pictures and hand-drawn schematic,
introduces in detail the construction and
the humanistic style of the Summer Pélace,

hoping the readers can get some ideas of

the unique beauty of the Palace.
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A Royal Garden Coming into Being
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The Summer Palace is the last royal garden created during the
Qing Dynasty. It is not only a distinguished royal garden, but also
the arena of the Qing government’s court life, political life and
many major historical events during nearly two hundred years.
The history of the Summer Palace is an epitome of the Chinese

modern history, reflecting from one aspect the development

process of Chinese society politics, economy and culture.
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> The Whole Story of the
Summer Palace Construction

The Summer Palace takes the Kunming
Lake and the Longevity Hill as the
main scenic spot and the Tower of the
Fragrance of the Buddha (Foxiang Ge) as
the center, surrounded by water and hills.
It has the West Hills in the background,
forming the beautiful scenery of the
lake with buildings on Yuquan Hill and
the Longevity Hill echoing each other
at a distance. The perfect garden layout
thanks to Qingyi Garden (Garden of Clear
Ripples) personally designed by Qing
Emperor Qianlong. Qingyi Garden is a
large royal garden built in the Reign Year
of Qianlong Emperor, which is located in
the western suburbs of Beijing, composed
of two parts—the Longevity Hill and
Kunming Lake.

The Longevity Hill was called
Wengshan\(Jar Hill) before. It was said
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Vertical View of the Summer Palace

that there was once a farmer who dug
out a stone jar, thus came the name of
the mountain. The south slope of the Jar
Hill is quite low, brought together the
water around, forming a lake known as
Wengshanpo(the Jar Hill Lake ). Because
the lake is located in western Beijing,

it is also known as West Lake. The Jar
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Hill area was originally the overgrown
wilderness, but after several generations’
continuous development, it gradually
became a scene similar to the south region
of rivers and lakes. The royal of two
generations of Yuan and Ming Dynasties
took a fancy to the scenery here, and made
some buildings. In 1750 (the 15th Reign
Year of Qianlong Emperor), Emperor

Qianlong decided to build the Temple of
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The Saying “Fushan (Blessing Hill) and Shouhai ( Longevity Lake)”

of the Summer Palace
As Qingyi Garden was originally built by Emperor Qianlong in the name of his mother’s birthday,

since the garden was built, there has been the saying Fushan (blessing hill) and Shouhai (longevity
lake), namely the Kunming Lake showing the shape of a peach and the Longevity Hill showing the
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shape of a bat. In ancient Chinese eyes, peach represents longevity, and Fu of Bianfu (bat) represents
happiness because in Chinese Fu of Bianfu (bat) has the same pronunciation with Fu of Fulu
(happiness and emolument).

It is said that Emperor Qianlong specially ordered garden designer to embody the meaning
“blessing” and “longevity” in the garden. So the designer dug Kunming Lake into the shape of
a longevity peach, the top of which goes towards southeast and the base of which goes towards
northwest corner. More skillfully, the West Dyke obliquely stretching across Kunming Lake
forms the groove mark on the peach. When a person standing on the Longevity Hill overlooks the
Kunming Lake, the secret can be found.

In order to embody the meaning blessing (Fu), the designer depicted the outline bordering on
the north shore of Kunming Lake down the Longevity Hill as a bat wishing to shake wings and fly.
The outline bordering on the north shore of Kunming Lake appears as an arch, whose part stretching
into the lake forms the head of a bat, and the peak of the arch forms the mouth of a bat. The Long
Corridor stretching to both sides is similar to opening wings of a bat, and the Longevity Hill and the
rear lake at the back of the hill forms the body of the bat.
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Vertical View of the Summer Palace

|
3

FRESFE N F

Buiag oul buiwo?) uapies) jeAoy v

>
[5-3



2

b LT A, R W I A
TE 5+ BN 7 1L A0 S 1L KB
B, Db ECh 5, BUHKR .
KA, KRSFRRENRR, 75
AP 2 2 e AR o B AR A 2
T ERIRUR. A, £ B BB
WakE, ¥k, &, B 6ES
6] B HEATHREENE N 5 SR, A
bd 5 & I EFR . ESR I FE

Paying Great Gratitude for Longevity for
his mother’s 60th birthday, renamed Jar
Hill the Longevity Hill and the West Lake
the Kunming Lake, and thus began the
construction of Qingyi Garden (Garden
of Clear Ripples).By virtue of the unique
foresight and abundant financial resources,
after 15 years in 1764 (the 29th Reign Year
of Qianlong Emperor), Qingyi Garden was

built, costing 224 tons of silver.

EXE

After Qingyi Garden was completed,
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Kunming Lake in Qingyi Garden
Yi refers to water ripples and Qingyi is clear water ripples. Emperor Qianlong
used Qingyi as the name of the park, showing the position of Kunming Lake in
the garden.




o JERAERREEE L
Hills in the Western Suburbs of Beijing

ey B BbE — 2, fEdbsa et
SRERL T — R ERBIEAKX, Bk
o i el S e At e ) B K T
B, SEFR = EEET i
WX =1k B,

{H AR 18604F 55 —KHS H ik
FHR A, FEBREHNT IR
B, UK T XF A K =0T
bel o i o bl 0 B A koS X — B )
M, PP Z M2 EHItH—2 .
B 1A o8 B i 5 A ) S 2
b, BT B A A TR A B,
J&R— P B o

BfBS 24, YIRS R
R A2 )5, ABE I b i Y

it takes the Longevity Hill, Kunming Lake
and the Western Hills several miles away
from them as the basic framework of hills
and waters, and Foxiang Ge (Tower of
the Fragrance of the Buddha) as the main
scenery, adding large scale buildings of
the Long Corridor, long bridge and long
dyke, fully demonstrated the royal garden
grand verve and supreme authority.In
addition, by water of the Kunming Lake
extending to the distance, buildings,
pavilions and towers follow, echo and
embellish in the space, so that Qingyi
Garden, Jingmingyuan in the Fragrance
Hill, Jingyiyuan of Yuquanshan, the
Longevity Hill, Changchunyuan to the

east and Yuanmingyuan fit together into a
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Drawing of Three Hills and Five Gardens
[Part] Anon (Qing Dynasty)
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giant garden area to the northwest suburbs
in Beijing, becoming the most magnificent
royal garden in Chinese gardening history.
Historically it is called “three Hills and
Five Gardens”, and Qingyi Garden is the
center of it.

But along with the Second Opium
War in 1860, the joint Anglo-French
forces entered Beijing city, and burned
the “Three Hills and Five Gardens”
to the ground. Qingyi Garden also did
not survive this disaster: the numerous
treasures were robbed, all wooden
buildings were burned down expect
the Cooper Pavilion (the Pavilion of
Precious Clouds) and stone buildings,
all in ruins.

After more than 20 years, when the
pain of war faded away, the proposal
to repair Qingyi Garden was offered
by the Qing Court. In 1886 (the 12th
Reign Year of Guangxu Emperor), the
Empress Dowager Cixi assumed overall
responsibility. She secretly embezzled the
Navy funds to repair Qingyi Garden in the
name of training the Navy. By 1887 (the
13th Reign Year of Guangxu Emperor),
24 projects had been completed, costing
300 tons of silver. In 1895 (the 21st Reign
Year of Guangxu Emperor), because the

government Navy funds was inadequate,
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Brief Introduction of the Empress Dowager Cixi

Cixi (1835-1908), Manchu, surname Yehenalashi,
nickname Laner (orchid). She entered the palace at
16, then became Emperor Xianfeng’s concubine, later
gave birth to the eldest son of the emperor named
Zaichun, i.e. Emperor Tongzhi.

After Emperor Xianfeng passed away, Emperor
Tongzhi succeeded to the throne, and Cixi started
a palace coup allied with several other ministers,
mastered the imperial power from then on, and started
for nearly half a century of her political career. The
Summer Palace was repaired at her behest.
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Cixi's Portrait Put in Qingshan Tang in
the Summer Palace
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part under the Mahavira Hall of the
Temple of Paying Great Gratitude for
Longevity of the Longevity Hill was
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Western Landscape of the Longevity Hill
in the Summer Palace

rebuilt to a building group named the
Hall of Dispelling Clouds (Paiyundian),
specially for Empress Dowager Cixi to
hold celebrations; the Garden of Virtue
and Harmony (Deheyuan) was built on
Yichuntang ruins on the north side of
the Hall of Benevolence and Longevity
(Renshoudian) within the East gate. In
addition, other scattered construction
basically preserved landscape gardening
essential part of Qingyi Garden.

In 1900 (the 26th Reign Year of
Guangxu Emperor), the Eight-Power
Allied forces entered Beijing, the
Summer Palace was again destroyed. In
1902 (the 28th Reign Year of Guangxu
Emperor), the Qing government again
repaired the Summer Palace. Later
Qing government perished, during the
Kuomintang ruling period of tangled
warfare between the warlords, the
Summer Palace was destroyed once
more. Until 1949, the people’s Republic
of China was founded, the repair and
protection work of the Summer Palace
could be really carried out, and damaged
buildings were gradually built up
again. In 1998, the Summer Palace was
inscribed on the World Heritage List by

the World Heritage Committee.
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