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-~ _Mrs. Snow built a bridge of goodwill between the hearts of American to the hearts of Chinese people. Let
»r life stand as a reminder that what lies behind the very different political systems of the world are real

_‘eople whose hearts and minds are not so far apart.
Senator Oviin G. Fatek 1.17.1997
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® At the age of 84 in 1991, I have passed a few milestones along the way. I
call my ideas “bridging”. All my writing and thinking provides a bridge
to the future, as I call it. It is a body of writing that bridges over, not
between, extremes of any kind, to find the valid thesis for building the best

future.

W;/o» g;iob d~o~

® 1991 H84%, EALNER FTEELSTHF/ILMNEER. RERNEERK
B “BB” . RNEZFERNBEEET —BBEARROHE, XEEENE
Bk EFTRNAEIER, AEERNRWRBAERR, i RETMAFER

ZERE-BEEN R, URBERNER, BERXTFHRE,
& e - NS

J:%EEDL J%E

7200"111521%>

Eﬁi‘: 83.007T



Edgar Snow Research Series

HEARLY

BRIDGING

THE LIFE OF HELEN FOSTER SNOW

v we - wREY

(KX f )

Compiled by Sheril Bischoff
Translated by An Wei and Mary Niu

[#K] HEiR & - ERdE - 3H5E KN
o HWEN

R HRREALT

i " H B #



EEREFEILS

E¥: 01-2014 - 8250

© Sheril Foster Bischoff 1996

Chinese Simplified Translation Copyright@ Beijing Publishing Group Co. , Ltd 2015
REREVFA], AGBENS LTI 2R 3 A b B AT 25,

BHEM%E (CIP) iR

AR - WM - WriREfL . DM S (35) HE4i4E
i s Kfe, FEWE — T« dEsUH AR,
2015.3

IR A+)

ISBN 978 -7 -200 - 11152 - |

. Q% 1. Of- Q% @4 . O,
H. F. (1907 ~1997 ) —f&ic—imijiit V.
(DK837. 125. 42 — 64

A B 45 4R CIP %7 (2015) 5 015046 2

N7 N
e
B - B EEF
(D XTHR)
JIAQIAO
(3R] IR - WITEE - e/
% fa F8mW/%
E3
G| AN R S /A
. = H R #H
(exdb =3k 6 %)
HREC 4 % . 100120
™ hk . www. bph. com. en
db 50 AR A A |l Bk AT
BB R SCEN R A5 BR BT 4E 2 & B
S
787 BEK x 1092 K 16 FFA 23.75 Eiak 338 T
20154E3 A4S 1 IR 2015 4E 3 A 45 1 DR
ISBN 978 -7 =200 - 11152 -1
EMr: 83.00 T
it B LS . 010 - 58572393




China Center for Edgar Snow Studies, Peking University
Editorial Board of Bridging: the Life of Helen Foster Snow ,

Edgar Snow Research Series

Consultants: Wang Xuezhen Hao Ping
Director of Editorial Board: Li Yansong
Chief Editor: Sun Hua

Editorial Board Members: Zhang Zhuhong Shu Zhang
Liu Liqun An Wei Robert E. Gamer Robert Farnsworth
Sheril Foster Bischoff Wang Jisi Wang Fang Niu Dayong
Zhu Qiang Sun Hua Yan Jun Zhang Liming Zhao Weimin
Jia Qingguo Xia Hongwei Liang Boshu Gong Wenxiang
Cheng Zhaoxiang Cheng Yuzhui

The book is published under the support of Institute for China—US
People-to—-People Exchange of Peking University.



ALSUCREA P EBREE M - WnkwFsedul
WrktrscAAS” (R MR - Wnkmith ) wES

i B £%% # F

RESEE: T2

= Im: 7 4

b F: Kz H B NABE & £
Robert E. Gamer Robert Farnsworth
Sheril Foster Bischoff E 4% E 3
FRXE Kk B O K EOE
KR RAR FTAE B4l
RO £LFE AWM EAE

FRHIERKREREALLRARE M T AR



To Aunt Helen

When you appointed me as a trustee of your HFS Literary Trust, | had
no idea of the journey | would be taking for nearly three decades in your
behalf. As | read your memoir, My China Years, | was struck by your belief
in the nobility of the common man and his potential; and also, the quality of
your commitment of service through tribulation.

When sick with dysentery and weighing less than 100 pounds (after
four months in Yan’an) you wrote of your “Goodbye,” to your bodyguard
Guo Shen-hua.

“The Great Wall between China and the rest of the world seemed
very far away. Here was the scrutable Chinese man in tears, as if leaving
his dearest relative. This was grass-roots Chinese-American friendship.
Never would | do anything to break this special relationship woven of such
a few, fragile threads in a world where merciless swords cut at international
understanding and natural human identities.”

Helen, throughout your whole life, you kept that brave commitment to
Chinese-American friendship in spite of those “merciless swords.” Thank
you, for your fine example that inspired me as | represented you in China.
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Preface

In August 1978, just before leaving for China with Tim Considine and
a movie crew to make a documentary of the places where the Snows had
lived their adventures, my aunt, Helen Snow, formed the Helen Foster
Snow Literary Trust. She appointed my husband and me Trustees. Thus
we were charged with three responsibilities:

(1) To provide safe-keeping for her papers: letters, manuscripts,
documents, ephemera and hundreds of photos related to her time in China.

(2) To make her papers available to today’s students and those of the
coming generations.

(3) To continue to promote Helen’s works so that they would receive
the widest possible exposure to future generations.

Thereafter, when decisions were made in Helen’s behalf, we asked
ourselves, “What would Helen want?” Our decisions were governed by
these guidelines. The publication of this book was, in various ways, a
response to those goals.

Compiling this book, Bridging: A Photo Essay on the Life of Helen Foster
Snow, was a voyage of discovery for me. Helen’s memoir, My China Years,
together with the astounding number of photos in Helen’s collection
provided the foundation for this book. While going through her boxes of
photos, | would find images of the people and events that illustrated what
she had written in her memoir. As | repeated this process and became
familiar with her photos and writings, my own limited knowledge and
understanding of Helen and her China years was enlarged. Importantly, |
found in Helen’s own words and in the pictures captioned by her, answers to
questions that were repeatedly posed to us over the years. | realized these
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photos and captions also gave some insight to her early Utah upbringing
and the cultural legacy that prepared Helen for her China experience, as
well as, how her years in China had influenced the rest of her life after her
return to the U.S.

The first edition of Bridging, printed in May 1996, contained about
seventy-five pages. In June, my husband and | headed to China for events
marking the sixtieth year of Ed’s and Helen’s trips to China’s Northwest and
gifted copies of this small first edition to Helen’s old friends in China.

Although | had come to realize that Helen Snow was still highly
regarded in China, even famous, for her contributions to the Chinese at a
critical time in their history; in the United States (including her home state)
she was relatively unknown except to China scholars.

| rewrote a second edition to use as an introduction to Helen Foster
Snow and her U.S./Utah-China connection. This edition, enlarged to 600
pages (with Chinese translation), was completed in the spring of 1997. It
was published just before her memorial service in Madison, Connecticut,
and copies of the book were presented to the Chinese Ambassadors, Utah
Senators, and other officials and scholars who participated. Later, copies of
this edition of Bridging were also presented to Chinese officials and friends
at Helen’s Memorial Meeting in Beijing.

On October 14, 1997, in Beijing, a meeting co-sponsored by the
CPAFFC and the PFS was held in the Shaanxi Hall of the Great Hall of the
People. Helen was memorialized for contributions that she had made in
China during the 1930’s as she and Ed witnessed Japanese aggression
that resulted in the Marco Polo Bridge Incident and the 1937 bombing
attack on Shanghai. In his remarks at Helen’s memorial meeting, Huang
Hua remembered that Helen and Edgar understood China’s commitment
to the anti-Japanese resistance. Huang Hua spoke of Helen as, “a close
and loyal friend of the Chinese people and a fine daughter of the American
people who made a unique and outstanding contribution to friendship and

understanding between our two peoples.” Israel Epstein said Helen was a

2



Prefce,
i
bridge-builder between the peoples of the United States and China. “Both
of them she loved and respected.”

In his letter of condolence to China’s Ambassador Li Daoyu, Utah
Senator Orrin Hatch wrote: “Mrs. Snow built a bridge of goodwill between
the hearts of Americans to the hearts of the Chinese people. Let her life
stand as a reminder that what lies behind the very different political systems
of the world are real people whose hearts and minds are not so far apart.”

Senator Hatch added, “It is my hope that the memory of Mrs. Snow
will live on in the hearts of our peoples.”

| would like to thank Yuanpei College, Peking University and the Edgar
Snow Studies Center of China with Professor Sun Hua as Vice Chairman
and Secretary-general. It is through the efforts of Professor Sun and Peking
University that this publication has become a reality. Also, my appreciation
to Madame He Liliang and Mr. Shu Zhang, Vice-president of the PFS, for
their friendship, and their support of this project.

May the memory of Helen’s life and example live on in the hearts of the
coming generations through this publication.

Sheril Foster Bischoff
January 23, 2015
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The China—Utah Connection: Notes on Helen Foster Snow

By Paul V. Hyer

In the bitter-sweet relations between China and America, the bridging
work of a few Americans stand out. One of these was Utah’s Helen
Foster Snow (1907-1997 ) who recently passed away. Her niece, Sheril
Bischoff has produced an impressive photo-essay, Bridging, that outlines
the importance of Helen’s work in China during the critical decade of the
1930’s when the Chinese were struggling for survival against Japan’s
invasion. We may be confident that there will be increasing awareness of
the importance of Helen’s work. Among other things, she played a crucial
role in a student movement (1935) that forestalled an early Japanese
takeover in north China. Then she was initiator and prime mover in the
cooperative movement ( Gung-ho or INDUSCO ) that helped sustain China
in the dark days of the war with Japan.

Ironically, while Helen and husband Edgar Snow are famous and highly
regarded in China, Helen’s work has not been well known in the United
States or in the cradle of her family, Utah. Conversely, while the Chinese
see Helen as an important person in a critical stage of their recent history,
they are unaware of the influence of her early roots in a Mormon religious
environment ( officially known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints or LDS ) . Located in Utah, Helen’s people had a unique society
and culture. This background helps to explain her life and work in China.

One focus in the limited space available here will be selected aspects
of Helen’s formative years. This period has been absent in treatments of
her career so some have been inclined to read into it their own perceptions-
some see Helen’s ideas as coming from Marxism, though those close
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and as late as 1898 LDS/Mormon Church leaders continued to proclaim

the United Order or communal life as the ideal for productivity, for socio-
economic life.

The purpose of this, somewhat utopian approach was in part for
survival under poor physical conditions, but it also stemmed from the LDS
ideal of developing a model society, the Christian ideal of a “Zion Society.”
This ideal emphasized equality, the elimination of extremes of rich or poor.
This ideal of the “United Order” is still held among the Mormon people
though it is not practiced at present. Chinese familiar with the renmin
gongshe or “communes” instituted by Mao Zedong can readily understand
this life style. A study of the Mormon experiment confirms that free agency
and individual rights were much more evident than in the Chinese case.

From the experience of her family and her childhood church, Helen was
intellectually prepared to be a leader in organizing Chinese cooperatives

(INDUSCO ) . She was initiator and a prime mover in what came to
be known to many people as the Gung-ho Movement during the War of
Resistance against Japanese Imperialism (a War in which this writer was
involved ) .

Helen’s father’s family, the Fosters, made the 1200 miles trek
across the plains with horse or ox-drawn covered wagons in the 1850’s.
Their early Utah roots were in St. George. It was in this place that LDS
communal life was first initiated by Brigham Young in the mid-1870’s
just several decades before Helen’s birth, but in the living memory of her
family. The tradition and values of that early experiment are well-known
among Mormons even today. The United Order in the town of St. George
was carefully planned, was voluntary and had wide popular support as a
movement for economic revitalization because of the poor conditions of the
people. Planned as a model, it was followed by about 150 United Orders in
other Mormon settlements in Utah and surrounding areas.

The early ideals of Helen’s family and other members of the Church,

emphasized morality, frugality, hard work, and self-reliance. Individuals
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were conditioned to subordinate their personal interest for the common
good of the whole group. There were daily group prayers and everyone
was strongly encouraged to abstain from using liquor, tobacco, tea or
coffee. Emphasis was placed on obedience to the leaders. Leaders were
presented to the people and sustained by common consent. They were not
imposed. A person who would not voluntarily cooperate could freely leave
the “order.”

The “informal education” Helen received during her formative years
was very important in giving her both roots and wings. Much of her self-
image, values, vision and aspirations came from her mother, her network
of relatives, living with grandparents, from family reunions and, especially
important, the influence of her mother as a role-model.

Helen’s mother ( Hannah Davis Foster, 1880-1952 ) was dedicated to
what the people of Utah believed then and continue to believe is the Church
of Jesus Christ restored in modern times. Hannah was very active in church
organizations and involved Helen in her activities. For quite a few years
mother Foster was the President of the Relief Society, an organization of the
Church involved in education, service and charitable work. (It is now, 1996,
the oldest and largest women’s organization in the United States ) .

Helen Snow’s father, John Moody Foster ( 1880-1948 ) was intellectually
keen, educated in the law, and respected in the community as the City
Attorney for Cedar City, Utah. He was less involved in the family religion
and was more emotionally detached and may have influenced Helen in this
regard.

Many modern, educated Chinese are emotionally tied to traditional
Chinese, Confucian culture but are intellectually alienated from it. Likewise,
to this writer, it seems clear from Helen’s life and writings that as an adult
she was emotionally tied to much of the Latter-day Saint life-style but
was intellectually alienated from the church as she remembered it in her
childhood. However, she seemed more accepting of it in old age.

From her active, civic minded, self-reliant, mother, Helen learned
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