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PREFACE

With the fiftieth birthday of the People’s Republic of China at hand, we offer this collection
highlighting fifty years of Art and Literature in Jilin Province. We have selected from among the
finest literary and artistic achievements produced in Jilin over the last fifty years to dedicate to our
country, for the themes, subjects and imagery of these works mirror the soul of our homeland and
celebrate our nation, the source of their beauty and splendid character.

Art and literature make an important contribution to the vitalization of China. They are not
merely expressions of a national or regional image but a cultural barometer reacting to the vicissi-
tudes of history and pace of civilization. They share in the prevailing mood, the joys and sorrows of
the times. They follow the progress of the people and nurture, influence and inspire generations.
Art and Literature in Jilin during the past fifty years, and especially since the reforms of the past
twenty years, have made remarkable progress. Jilin has produced a great many talented people who
have created a rich body of excellent work. The reformed institutions for the promotion of the Arts
have made steady progress. Artistic endeavor including literature, film, television, drama, music,
fine art, dance, traditional folk singing and entertainment as well as calligraphy, photography and
acrobatics have all made great strides. In the last fifty years the Arts have enjoyed a period of
vitality and quality on an unprecedented scale in Jilin. This period forms a cornerstone in the cul-
tural heritage of the province and plays a positive role in its social development as well. At the
same time, Jilin’s outstanding contributions in Art and Literature featuring a unique regional style
have had a wide influence throughout the country. This collection is historically significant, pro-
viding an overview of pivotal works of Art and Literature that have formed Jilin’s cultural character.

With the publication of this collection, we not only wish to welcome the approaching fiftieth
birthday of the People’s Republic of China, but also to welcome the brilliant century to come.

We wish Jilin and the entire nation a bright and splendid future.

Editorial Committee
Fifty Years of Art and Literature in Jilin Province
August, 1999, Changchun
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