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1. Counting Chickens

It was Mary’s birthday. She
received a letter from her uncle
who was a farmer.

“Dear Mary,” the letter said.
“Happy Birthday. | am sending
you some chickens. They will
arrive tomorrow. | hope you like
them. Best wishes, Uncle
Toby.”

Mary was very pleased. She
liked eating eggs and she liked
eating chicken. “| can keep the
chickens for their eggs or eat them,” she thought.

When the chickens arrived the next day, they were in a box.
Mary was very excited. She took the box off the back of the truck and
began to carry it into her garden.

However, the box of chickens was heavy and she dropped it.

The box fell to the ground and broke. The chickens all ran out.

They ran everywhere — into neighbors’ gardens, into the road,
into shops, even into the next street. Mary spent hou@ying to find
them and take them back to her garden. &<

A few days later her uncle came to visit her.

“Did the chickens arrive safely?” he asked Mary.

“Yes, Uncle Toby,” Mary said. “But | had a lot of trouble with them.
| dropped the box. It broke open and the chickens ran everywhere. |
spent the whole morning looking for them.”

“Did you find them all?” her uncle asked.

“I hope so,” Mary replied. “I caught eleven of them.”

“That’s very interesting,” her uncle said with a smile, “because |
only sent you six.”
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New Words and Expressions

best wishes R &fiI#HL&

excited / k'saitid / adj. ¥shi)

reply / mi'plar / (replied, replied) v.
m%, &8

N *_ .

EXERCISE |

1. Choose the best answer a, b, ¢, d or e, to these questions about
the story.

fia. b. c. d. e PiEH—TEETAMBEMES .

A

Why did Mary’s uncle send her some chickens?
(a) Mary liked chickens.

(b) He had too many chickens.

(c) Mary liked eating eggs.

(@) It was her birthday.

(e) She wanted to start a chicken farm.

How did the chickens get out of the box?
(a) They flew away.

(b) The box fell off the back of a truck.
(9/ Mary dropped the box.

(d) They ran away.

(e) They jumped out.

How long did Mary spend trying to find the chickens?

{g¥-a whole morning

(b) a whole day

(9) several hours

(d) a few minutes

(e) her whole birthday



D. How many chickens did Mary’s uncle send her?
) a dozen

) eleven

(a

(

(c) two boxes full

(d

(e) the story doesn’t say

Complete sentences (a) to (e) with phrases from (f) to (j).
AfEjxEMmaseWREEaT.

(a) Mary received a letter
from her uncle

(b) She thought she could
keep the chickens

(f) or eatthem.
/ (g) off the back of the truck.

‘ #» (h) whether the chickens
had arrived safely.

(c) The box of chickens

{/
(d) Mary took the chickens ' /\ (i) who was a farmer.

(e) Her uncle asked J \ (j) arrived the next day.

Complete the following paragraph by putting in the correct nouns
from the story.

MBCE R IE Y%, BT a £ q MALE, 228K —
Bl o

{

On Mary’s (a) i , she received a (b) _ LE1TA"
from her (c) __uno_-(f . He told her that he was sending her

some (d) __LA_’(AEH‘_L When the (e) Jl&é&ﬂ,ﬁ_ arrived the next
(f) 4&%_ they were ina (g) ___L?X . She took the (h)
_ by off the (i) __ﬁL_ of the () _ Uk and

carried it to her (k ‘GML However, the (l) __LC,X__
was very heavy and she dropped it. All the (m) _EéaézL ran



/
away. She spent many (n) _==%f____ catching them. At last
she caught (o) _ #leyon  of them but her (9) _ wielr had
sentheronly (q) %X

Find words in the story similar in meaning to the following.
TER S P 4R 5 R 5 A LY 1)

(a) enjoyed AFWL ?i(ﬂ

(b) weigh a lot heas|
(c) fell in pieces ___ o | ke

I
(d) all over the place vy / 24
C

(e) without any damage Corle /1(

Find words in the story which are a different form of the following
words and say what part of speech each of these words are as
they appear in the story: noun, verb, adjective or adverb.

FESCF 3R SR ST SCHIR],  (ELaMEAS IR #1a], 4 o o o ) £ A
erh RS Fa, A, TR i e i

(a) receipt ﬁ(ﬁ\/@, , V
(b) arrival 0!”’1‘«/{’(/{ ; v
(c) excitement QY(TWJ ;

(d) safety su{m , ol

(e) broken 1}[ Lf




6. Guess the answers to the following. All the words are found in the
story.
UREETE RO A e FIr A & AT (e 3 3R F

(a) Mary received some of these on her birthday (8 letters).
Seme o btr osps
(b) We keep chickens for these (4 letters): 2
(c) Children usually feel this on their bi"thdays (7 Iet\fers).
D —ptrppport— X010
(d) the people in th(é next house (9 letters)
/"ez'Q/\ él'@
(e) all of it (5 letters) ¢

w/~0)0

T

Usage Hl#:HW
VERB TENSES (3 iAB}75)

r‘ C AERA I E LM o FEREES, RRAE A
/ ], g AR I ASTE A o M A [ it &) g e X A =
| B BRAER. o 2R 2 anl, i b A A 43 A R AR R
/ U, P i T4 LI i (regular verbs) ALA KL £ i
(irregular verbs) = &t AR i) 2 37 28 L 22 80 2. finsiid

\ VA



EXERCISE II

Test your knowledge of verb tenses by writing the present tense for
each of them.

xRN S RIS T 5 T8 a B EAE S .

(a) received — [t (b) pleased —

(c) thought— -5k (d) arrived —p/1/
(e) began— pegin (f) dropped — o‘rv’f
() fell— Sl (h) broke —

(i) spent— ' cpndh (i) replied — f,}‘ '
(k) sent— ,;.,"“ J d

ALOTOF

W4l a lot of (T, %) el tyn] 4 i
(countable nouns) . X a5 A 6] £ 4 i
(uncountable nouns) i&H] . ¥ a lot of ‘5] £ 4 id it
i, ATE R aUEEEIE L, W a lot of chickens (iF
L) HARLELERE AN, 450 0L e alot
of money (IF&i%) .

teah, A% alotof —MTESER, fE&TE
Ry T many 5 1fiA g id, B much 1A
CIR S C AT Ik

A lot of students went swimming yesterday.

There are a lot of schools in our city.

Did you see many pencils.

| don’t need so many pencils.

Do you take much interest in it?

| don’t see very much of it.

T =




2. A rlousing Provlsim

Sue and Alan had been
dating for many years. Every
weekend they went to a movie
together on Saturday night. On
Sundays they went to the
beach in the summer and to
the country in the winter.

Sue knew that Alan wanted
to marry her, and she wanted
to marry Alan, too. She waited
patiently for him to ask her to P
marry him. However, although o
he often told her he loved her, he never said anything about mar-
riage. This made Sue unhappy. She was nearly thirty. She believed
that if Alan did not marry her soon she might never marry. She did not
want to be a spinster. She wanted to have a husband and a family of
her own.

One evening, as they were walking home after a movie, she said,
“Alan, don’t you think it is time you asked me something?”

Alan thought for a moment. He knew what she was thinking about.
At last he said, “I'm sorry, Sue, but | don’t think | have anything to ask
you at this time.”

“Then | will have to ask you, Alan,” Sue said. “I cannot wait any
longer. I'm getting old.”

She stopped walking and looked at him.

“Alan,” she said, “we’ve known each other faor ten years. | love
you and you love me. Will you marry me?”

Alan took hold of Sue’s hand.

“Sue,” he said, “I want to marry you, but we cannot get married
yet. We have nowhere to live. | do not have much money and neither
do you. We cannot buy a place of our own.”

“That isn’t important,” Sue said. “We can live with your parents.”




Alan shook his head.

“I'm sorry but that isn’t possible.”

“Why not?” Sue asked.

“Because my parents are still living with their parents,” he
explained.
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New Words and Expressions

date/ dert /v. 5A#4%

beach/ bi:tf / n. Wk, i (W, VL. ) iK%
marry / 'maer / (married, married) v. Fl - LhlE
patiently / 'perfontlt / adv. iiif.CoHh

marriage / 'meend3 / n. 454, WS

/P spinster / 'spinsta / n. &it4

take hold of E, B

\’ grs nsher 5F1‘pg'f9f ;;PT:‘-&V/‘ /

EXERCISE |

1. Choose the best answer, a, b, c, d or e, to these questions about
the story.

#fta,. b, c, d. e it —THGERAMIENEE .

A. What did Sue and Alan do on Saturday nights?
(a) went to the beach
(b) went to a movie
(c) visited the countryside
(d) went for a walk

B. What did Sue want Alan to ask her?
(a) to go to the movies with him
(b) to visit her parents
(c) to go swimming



(d) to do something different one Saturday evening
Qe)x to marry her

C. How long had Alan and Sue been dating?
(a) about a year
(b) since they left school
(c) since Sue’s thirtieth birthday
(dY for more than nine years
(e) not very long

D. Why couldn’t Alan marry Sue?

(a) He was married to someone else.
(;v)/ They would have nowhere to live.
(c) She was too young.

(d) She was a spinster.

(e) His parents did not like her.

Complete sentences (a) to (e) with phrases from (f) to (j).
MfajEmasel At

(a) Every weekend Sue -\ . (f) and she wanted to
and Alan \ marry him too.

X

(b) Sue knew that Alan “\ oy (g) they had nowhere to

wanted to marry her / live and no money.
(c) When they were \ Ql\ *, (h) they could live with
walking home from / \ his parents.
a movie A
(d) Alan told Sue they - e (i) went to a movie.
could not marry AN\

because ‘/ \\\
(e) Sue told Alan that J ! () Sue decided to ask
Alan a question.



