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Autonomous Learning

Autonomous learning ( { 2% 2J) is a school of education which sees learners as
individuals who can and should be autonomous i.e. be responsible for their own learning
climate.

Autonomous education helps students develop their self-consciousness, vision.,
practicality and freedom of discussion. These attributes serve to aid the student in his/her
independent learning.

Autonomous learning is very popular with those who home educate their children.
The child usually gets to decide what projects they wish to tackle or what interests to
pursue. In home education this can be instead of or in addition to regular subjects like
doing math or English.

Strategy training is an important approach to developing autonomy.

Language learning strategies

The weakness with rote learning is that it implies a passive reading or listening style.
Educators such as John Dewey have argued that students need to learn critical thinking-
questioning and weighing up evidence as they learn. This can be done during lectures or
when reading books.

One method used to focus on key information when studying from books is the
PQRST method. This method prioritizes the information in a way that relates directly to
how they will be asked to use that information in an exam. PQRST is an acronym for
Preview, Question, Read, Summary, Test.

1. Preview: The student looks at the topic to be learned by glancing over the major
headings or the points in the syllabus.

2. Question: The student formulates questions to be answered following a thorough
examination of the topic(s).

3. Read: The student reads through the related material, focusing on the information
that best relates to the questions formulated earlier.

4. Summary: The student summarizes the topic, bringing his or her own
understanding into the process. This may include written notes, spider diagrams, flow
diagrams. labeled diagrams, mnemonics, or even voice recordings.

5. Test: The student answers the questions drafted earlier. avoiding adding any



questions that might distract or change the subject.

Another method is the Good Language Learner (GLL) Strategies.
. find a learning style that suits you
. involve yourself in the language learning process

. develop an awareness of language both as system and as communication
. pay constant attention to expanding your language

. develop the L2 as a separate system

. take into account the demands that L2 learning imposes

O’Malley & Chamot, however, list maximal strategies as follows.




After you've read the passage, summarize it in one sentence that includes the main
idea (gist) from the text.

Today, there are many avenues open to those who wish to continue their education.
However, nearly all require some break in one’s career in order to attend school full time.
Part-time education, that is, attending school at night or for one weekend a month. tends
to drag the process out over time and puts the completion of a degree program out of

reach of many people. Additionally, such programs require a fixed time commitment
which can also impact negatively on one’s career and family time. Of the many
approaches to teaching and learning. however, perhaps the most flexible and
accommodating is that called distance learning. Distance learning is an educational
method which allows the students the flexibility to study at his or her own pace to achieve
the academic goals which are so necessary in today’s world. The time required to study
may be set aside at the student’s convenience with regard to all life’s other requirements.

3 u



E-learning (3)

Additionally, the student may enroll in distance learning courses from virtually any place
in the world, while continuing to pursue their chosen career. Tutorial assistance may be
available via regular airmail, telephone. facsimile machine, teleconferencing and over
the Internet.

Good distance learning programs are characterized by the inclusion of a subject
evaluation tools with every subject. This precludes the requirement for a student to travel
away from home to take a test. Another characteristic of a good distance learning
program is the equivalence of the distance learning course with the same subject materials
as those students taking the course on the home campus. The resultant diploma or degree
should also be the same whether distance learning or on-campus study is employed. The
individuality of the professor-student relationship is another characteristic of a good
distance learning program. In the final analysis, a good distance learning program has a
place not only for the individual student but also the corporation or business that wants to
work in partnership with their employees for the educational benefit, professional
development, and business growth of the organization-Sponsoring distance learning
programs for their employees gives the business the advantage of retaining career-minded
people while contributing to their personal and professional growth through education.

Choose the correct answer after reading .

1. According to the passage, which of the following is NOT a disadvantage of part-
time education?
A) It requires some break in one’s career.
B) It tends to last too long for many people to complete a degree program.
C) It affects one’s career.
D) It gives the student less time to share with the family.
2. Which of the following is NOT an advantage of distance learning?
A) The student may choose his or her own pace.
B) The student may study at any time to his or her convenience.
C) They can pursue their chosen career while studying.
D) Their tutorial assistance comes through regular airmail, telephone. facsimile
machine, etc.
3. What benefit will distance learning program bring to a business according to the passage?
A) Recruitment of more talented people.
B) Good image of the business.
C) Better cooperation with universities.
D) Further training of employees and business growth.
4. Good distance learning program has the following characteristics EXCEPT
A) distance learning course is the same as students taking courses on campus
B) the resultant diploma or degree should be the same as on-campus study
C) professor-student relationship is strictly one to one all through the course
D) includes subject evaluation tools



E-learning (3)

5. Distance learning brings to an employee of a business.
A) personal and professional growth
B) good relationship with the employer
C) good impression on the employer
D) higher salary

Many teachers believe that the student should be responsible for learning. 1 a
long reading assignment is given, teachers expect students to be familiar with the 2 in
the reading even if they don’t discuss it in class or take an exam. The ideal student is
considered to be 3  who is motivated to learn for the sake of 4 , not the one
interested only in getting high grades. Sometimes homework is returned 5  brief
written comments but without a grade. Even if a grade is not given. the student is
responsible for learning the material assigned. When research is 6 , the professor
expects the student to take it actively and to complete it with 7  guidance. It is the
~ 8 responsibility to find books, magazines, and articles in the library. Professors
expect students to be able to exhaust the reference 9  in the library. Professors will
help students who need it, but prefer that their students should not be too dependent on
them. In the United States, professors have many other duties 10 teaching. such as
administrative or research work. Therefore if a student has a problem with class work,
the student should make an appointment to see a professor during office hours.

Choose the correct answer after reading .

1. A. If B. Although C. Because D. Since

2. A. suggestion B. context C. abstract D. information
3. A. such B. one C. any D. some

4. A. fun B. work C. learning D. prize

5. A. by B. in C. for D. with

6. A. collected B. distributed C. assigned D. finished

7. A. maximum B. minimum C. possible D. practical

8. A. student’s B. professor’s C. assistant’s D. librarian’s

9. A. selections B. collections C. sources D. origins

10. A. but B. except C. with D. other than

The Mystery of Time

If you can read a clock, you can know the time of day. But no one knows what time
itself is. We cannot see it. We cannot touch it. We cannot hear it. We know it only by
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the way we mark its passing.

For all our success in measuring the smallest parts of time, time remains one of the
great mysteries of the universe.

One way to think about time is to imagine a world without time. There could be no
movement. because time and movement cannot be separated.

A world without time could exist only as long as there were no changes. For time and
change are linked. We know that time has passed when something changes.

In the real world — the world with time — changes never stop. Some changes
happen only once in a while, like an eclipse of the moon. Others happen repeatedly, like
the rising and setting of the sun. Humans always have noted natural events that repeat
themselves. When people began to count such events, they began to measure time.

Humans have used many devices to measure time. The sundial was one of the earliest
and simplest.

A sundial measures the movement of the sun across the sky each day. It has a stick or
other object that rises above a flat surface. The stick, blocking sunlight, creates a
shadow. As the sun moves. so does the shadow of the stick across the flat surface. Marks
on the surface show the passing of hours, and perhaps, minutes.

The sundial works well only when the sun is shining. So, other ways were invented to
measure the passing of time.

One device is the hourglass. It uses a thin stream of falling sand to measure time. By
the eighteenth century. people had developed mechanical clocks and watches. And today,
many of our clocks and watches are electronic.

In 1884 . an international conference divided the world into twenty-four time areas,
or zones. Each zone represents one hour. The astronomical observatory in Greenwich,
England, was chosen as the starting point for the time zones. Twelve zones are west of
Greenwich. Twelve are east.

The time at Greenwich — as measured by the sun — is called universal time. For
many years it was called Greenwich Mean Time.

Choose the correct answer after reading.

1. Which of the following is TRUE about time?

A) No one knows what time itself is.

B) Time remains one of the great mysteries of the universe.

C) We know it only by the way we mark its passing.

D) All of the above.
2. The following natural changes are mentioned in the passage except

A) an eclipse of the moon B) the rising of the sun

C) the setting of the sun D) the rise and fall of the sea
3. How many kinds of devices to measure time are mentioned in the passage?

A) Two. B) Three: C) Four. D) Five.
4. The sundial . Which one is FALSE?



