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Do you think the financial
crisis has reshaped global
architecture?

I don’t think so. I believe ma-
jority of the construction acti-
vities are taking place in a
handful of booming economies,
led by China. Those economies
were less impacted by the fi-
nancial crisis. Our company
had only minimal impact in
business volume, construction
cost and completion date. This
is usual for us.

How do you see the future
in booming countries such
as China? And in the rest of
the world?

Without doubt, Chinese influ-
ence will increase around the
world, and Chinese architectu-
ral design and construction
will become better known. My
conclusion is that China will
become the center stage of
world architecture.

Are the days of ostentatious
architecture at an end?
Ostentatious architecture is
with us all the time. In China,
strong economic growth in re-
cent years helps to accumulate
wealth rapidly and it 1s pre-
sented as ostentatious archi-
tecture. Nevertheless, this 1s
not the mainstream. With in-
creased confidence, architectu-
ral design is going to be more
pragmatic and rational.

Do you think there is a
trend for the architecture
of the future?

I don’t think there is an ob-
vious trend. As an individual,
every architect’s design philo-
sophy will gain more and more
respect and the design style
will be more diversified. Ho-
wever, there will be some com-
mon principal value and

judgment. Personally, I believe

buildings need some “imagina-
tion” and “refinement”. Aesthe-
tics and sustainability are two

lasting themes.

What keeps your emotion
of design?

It
ting. It is very satisfying to see
my design work, and at the
same time I can earn some
money and respect, why not?

s interesting and fascina-

How do ecology and sustai-
nability play a role in your
work?

In China, eco-friendliness and
sustainability are not two de-
ciding factors yet. They are
merely some pluses, but they
will become more important.

What do you think about
the label “star architect™?

“Star architects” are born of
media hypes. The eagerness to
earn such a title can motivate
architects to create high qua-

lity works, therefore “star buil-
Compared
with “star architects”, [ appre-
ciate those hardworking archi-

dings” emerge.

tects more. Their works blend
into the city skyline more har-
moniously and offer consumers
the peace of mind.

Who are your masters in
architecture? And at this
moment?

At one time, I was influenced
by some realism masters, such
as Le Corbusier, Louis Isadore
Kahn and Ieoh Ming Pei. Now
I don’t have any admiring
masters, but I admire many
young architects and their
great potential.

What books do you have on
your bedside table?

I have some magazines about
movie and finance and books
about Chinese collectibles, such
as “17th Century Furniture”.

Choose: Be political or be
polite?
Be polite !
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Low energy consumption

Zechner & Zechner

“Atrium Amras”, Innsbruck, Austria

‘ST EA" , EfRER, KT

ZH NN EFRERT
“atrium” (P E)—1d, mME®HE
BREMPHISYPHigE T P
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&, HME EBEPI S5 FIEH
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TR 60 1R 553 B8 S0 % BT LIS BB A
G, MTSEIL T A+ R
TRERR,

hEARERFN
XK

REH R = 8 B 52 A B
DYERFHE, DHAENDE
BE. UFhRNPERBRE
BET, £ZFEAAMNEHT
—PIUATFNEENNZE
HZIhEE=(E],

The word “atrium” inspires
the building’s name, and the
atrium also provides important
spaces within the structure to
facilitate communication and
interaction. The optimum mix
of transparent and closed exte-
rior wall surfaces, high-quality
exterior insulation and glazing
provide waste heat recovery
that gives the building an
energy efficiency class of A+.

An atrium

flooded
with light

Arranged around an interior
atrium, flexible office space is
grouped on 4 floors. The cen-
tral atrium 1s covered by a
glazed roof and provides on 1st
floor a multifunctional space
for small events and meetings.
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BEFNESEE

Informal seating area

MVRDV
“The Couch Clubhouse at IJburg”, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
“IJburg KIRRRRER" , FIBHTR, =

SPE plan

IJburg/2 b 48 #4745 £+ R ¥
H— P X, ZXEFNAL
i, #AixXEs FigAH45 0004
EREEI8000EFHE, B,
ZHX BRI HF16 0004, X
BHHFZEERS AR,
#0fk % 1 Blijburg aan Zee))
AR B 8 IJburg ER &
RE, REIAIEE DMK
%, B — % M th 72 A
b=

ELEHE
MEBESHR

MVRDV#RIHG A= £
BE—TEKRERNINE
R, HPEF - IEEN—1
K T AR R BB

IJburg is a new district to the
east of Amsterdam. On its six
artificial islands, 18,000 homes
will be eventually built for
45,000 residents. At present,
the district holds just 16,000 of
these inhabitants. There are
many initiatives to attract pe-
ople to the area, such as the
beach at Blijburg aan Zee, and
the newly formed IJburg Ten-
nis Club itself, where the
courts were made and a tem-
porary facility was planned.

A meeting place
for the young and
the old

MVRDV’s design will fill this
gap with an iconically functio-
nal building which provides
both a viewing platform and a
club overlooking the water.




