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Thoughts on the importance of urban parks

Urbanization around the world is happening at unprecedented levels. The definition of
"urban" continues to expand. In China, the process of urbanization and the development
of new cities, towns, and even innovative forms of agricultural settlements are happening
at a pace unmatched in the rest of the developing world. As a leader in the world wide
urbanization process, China's fast growing population and vast landscape territory only
begins to tell the story of the changing landscape of the 21° century. According to UN's
projection, half of China's population will live in cities by 2015. This number is especially
significant growth when compared to data that suggest that almost half of all people now
live in cities - “46% urban population” according to data reported in 2009. What will the future
of urban landscapes be? How will designers and planners affect the built environment?2 How
will parks and landscape infrastructures play an increasingly important role in the success
and sustainability of one of the greatest human creations - the city?

As designers, we ask deeper questions about what people want from their urban
environs. What is the life style that people are seeking within a hustling, at times seemingly
chaoticurban environment2 Through research, careful analysis, and structured thinking, we
approach design through a framework of thinking that touches on many of the following
aspects:

Quality of Life: With cities and dense urban environments, the emergence of the urban park
at many scales has provided a place and opportunity for people to return to nature.

1) Recreation and Entertainment: Recreation opportunities include passive and active
program possibilities.

2) Health and Wellness: Landscape architecture and open space in urban environments
helps to create a balance to the increasingly sedentary lifestyle and workstyle of today’s
working world. Open space, fresh air, places to move and exercise, and places for passive
and active recreation enhance physical wellness. In addition, they provide relief for the
increasing obesity epidemic and associated health problems.

3) Urban Agriculture: Human settlement used to have an inseparable relationship with
land and agricultural properties. However, such connection has been severed by modern
urbanization and industrial specialization development. Promoting urban agriculture in park
space reestablishes this deeply rooted relationship.

4) Beauty and Aesthetics: In human history, parks and open space have been sacred,
important, and meaningful. Parks — the outdoors - have been places for gathering, social
activities, sight-seeing, and spiritual or ritual activity. Parks are the places where people
enjoy the landscape as well as other cultural features and enlightenments.

Quality of Environment: Nature is the foundation for human being's survival. The processes
of urbanization and industrialization, however, threaten to sever the connection between
humans and outdoor spaces. The balance of landscape and built environment together
create productive human environments. Integrating open spaces, networks, corridors, and
public spaces help improve the vision of the city, the quality of urban life, and the health
of its residents. Furthermore, integrated landscape ecosystems cohesively in the design
framework helps to restore a natural setting and protect the environment.

1) Water Quality: Parks can improve and enhance existing water systems by increasing
the capability of water management and water quality rehabilitation. Water can also be



improved through a series of functional processes including infiltration, renewal, collection and detention, etc.

2) Air Quality: Plants and green spaces are important factors in air quality. Open space and green landscapes contribute towards the
removal of particles in the air, reduce the urban heat island effect, and increasing carbon absorption.

3) Urban Wildlife Habitat: Park environments provide space for ecosystems and habitats. Birds, as one example, thrive on large open spaces
and migratory birds and songbirds need dense, rich ecosystems to survive. Water systems and water habitats are critical for aquatic wildlife
as well as fisheries.

Urban parks and urban landscapes are critical for the human and environmental well beingin big cities. In designing great parks, the
following principals are of utmost importance:

1) Urban park development shall accommodate multiple scales and systems, ranging from small scale green space, to regional green
space system, to national park, and to natural reserve land systems.

2) Park designs shall emphasize the importance of “connectivity” and create networks that link park and green space at various scales in
order to establish a significant system.

3) Park designs should demonstrate the multi-functional nature of open space and their abilities to serve people and the environment. Al
designs, at all scales, should be developed with an emphasis on efficiency and environmental quality Urban Parks are a precious natural
environment within our urban setting. Designing them well - to accommodate both the life and development demands of the present while
also looking forward to the needs of our future generations and landscapes requires a comprehensive look at creating healthy ecosystems
and prosperous mega cities and how the two can co-exist in the 21° century.
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The creation of a new urban park by engineering adjustments - James Corner Field Operations, Design Team Lead

The transformation of the High Line structure in to a new urban park required a series of significant engineering adjustments to the existing
structure and the creation of a whole new infrastructure, including structural, mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems to support the
new landscape.

Robert Silman Associates (RSA) was responsible for the preservation and restoration of the existing High Line structure. RSA was able to detail
minimal structural repairs, often merely removing deteriorated surfaces and repainting the steel. Where damage was significant, reinforcing
plates were designed for the steel structure, rivets were replaced, and connections repaired. Concrete repairs were limited to removal of
damaged material and patching with an epoxy repair mortar. In all cases, preservation standards were followed: repairs are evident, and
the removal of historic material was minimized.

Buro Happold was responsible for the design of all new engineering systems and structural interventions. The new pedestrian walkway is
an innovative unitized system, using 1foot x 12 feet precast, reinforced-concrete planks. To coordinate the movements of the old and new
structures due to thermal expansion, expansion joints are incorporated in the precast concrete framing system. At the Gansevoort and 14"
Street access points, the High Line's existing steel girders were cut to create openings for staircases, which are suspended from the structure
by stainless steel tension rods. At the 10" Avenue Square, the existing beams were removed, and a new steel and concrete supporting
structure was inserted to support a wood, stepped seating area. Large windows were then carved out of the main girder spanning 10"
Avenue, allowing views down to the street through the structure.

The conversion of the High Line also required the installation of all new mechanical, electrical and plumbing infrastructures. A sophisticated
electrical system controls the extensive lighting scheme for the park, and fiber optic cables support a new security system. A comprehensive
irigation system, designed by Northern Designs, was complemented by entirely new waterproofing and drainage systems, to support the
landscape and to ensure the long-term needs of the structure.
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Constructed ecology: Docklands Park by Michael Wright — Rush\ Wright Associates

Melbourne has begun to rebuild itself. Waves of concentric development have finally grown so large in the mirror of public and political
perception that few can now pretend that the social and environmental cost of transferring land value to speculative developers can
possibly be sustained. Real cost and "externalities” have begun to penetrate market-hardened skulls and a new form of rationalism has
begun to shape our city. Docklands Park is one such experiment in policy and result.

At infrastructure scale, budget is a big issue. The ground is sometimes hard just to cover, and expectation has not always matched available
resources on Harbor Esplanade at 100,000 square meters. Some of the early design ideas will not now be achieved within the commercial
realities of available developer contribution and normative thinking about the cost of landscape as infrastructure; this is not unusual but is
likely to be a recurring problem in the rebuilding of Melbourne as we seek to do more - with less.

Docklands Park is a little experiment in landscape as infrastructure and is a simple system that seeks to reveal and demonstrate sustainable
environmental process in design. This is constructed ecology and the future of landscape architecture in Melbourne.

The park is primarily conceived as a sensuous terrain, a series of four shapes: two warped frapezoidal grass platforms, a tilted cylinder and
a tall eccentric cone. These forms are repositories for low-level contaminated waste, dug from the tfreatment wetlands on site and also
sourced from other excavations around Docklands. These are the high points of the system and compirise irrigated grassland. The low places
in the park are three treatment wetlands. These accept all the stormwater runoff from the Park, from surrounding roads, and from seven
hectares of paved catchment along Harbor Esplanade. The wetlands deliver treated water to underground storages, which is disinfected
and used for grass irrigation.
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Urban Park - the main frame of future city - the comfortable city living depends on the vigor of the park - Thomas
Balsley Associates

Like many U.S. cities, the success and vitality of Dallas was historically measured more in numbers than in the quality of life promised to its
citizens. As compared to its peers, downtown's dearth of vibrant parks and pedestrian activity became a growing concern for civic and
downtown business boosters as well as urbanists. And like many U.S. cities, downtown was littered with failed public spaces to which citizens
point with skepticism and fear.



The Main Street Garden site was blessed with extraordinary assets: a diverse constituency of university students, new residential downtown
pioneers, shoppers on an active retail corridor, nearby office workers, a city with civic will and financial commitment, and a strategically-
located site surrounded by landmark architecture. These attributes suggested that our conceptual studies explore the vision of a park that
is both open and flexible and filled with a variety of intimate experiences to which visitors could return on a regular basis. The busiest corner
of Main Street became the park’s front door from which all other “rooms” could be viewed. Visitors would be welcomed by an anchor of
activity in the form of park pavilion, porch, and fountain plaza. As its central feature, a large flexible lawn space serves as the park’s main
living room around which smaller spaces of targeted activity revolve. A dog run, for the young urban pioneers, tot play for the grandchildren
of empty nesters and study shelters in which students or shoppers gather for quiet moments. The arrangements encourage infermingling. Tots
move from the play lawn mound to the shallow stream and mist fountain. The distinctive green glass “parkitecture” and iconic canopy are
intended to strike a fresh dramatic pose for downtown.

As more and more cities and their citizens realize that they are at the forefront of sustainable living, the importance of parks will re-emerge
as being as important to their futures as their infrastructure. The time has passed for parks being seen as luxuries that we can live without
during fough economic times. | have dedicated my professional life to the revitalization of cities. Old cities will regenerate and new cities
will replicate and | believe that urban landscape architects and landscape urbanists will be leading the way to more responsible and
sustainable open spaces and systems that will become the framework for these “next” cities.

WHAE— “RK" T ER— T8 - SRR ESFT

RQTFEEEE T, KRNHORNAENFENSERY, MALKBREARANARRE. SHMBXAL, FUHARENEBEHLOEBNSHTEEDICLBAEMN
AARFFW P OEFEURRTMYEREONEE, BEENESHT—H, FYHORNAHTERRAR, TRAGRRFREMENR,
THEENBUMEERESEFNEME. A¥4E, FHBLYREEFLEN], SEENMUIE, MEINAMAZERT, —MRELARBEMVB XS HNHE, BirSHRRATSEN
BB, XERMETR T BRNARRRAENES, BARRE, XEATERR, IHERESE, $Xith, THERFENAERALEMNEN], MXEREBELHRAEH
fory “miE” . ARMRTE. BRI BHE—-RINEDHERDERE, —AF RBENEDSEEILBHFORE, RALAENTERSR, HHHL/ =6
HEERENHR. 2RBEEIEROETAESHERE, AJLAEENGILERD, THIZEMEHFHANKENT T, MENORAMERMEREGZR. 50)L1T1T U
RiphFHENMAERRRE, RABENFZLEEYN “ARER MirSHNESKEIBY LR —NMERBSIAEENES,

kL h iR ERAZRIREN, N EBETHSEFNINE. AESSENBRHATEY, REEMEE—HEE, BRI ELAEEARE—FES, ERENEF
R E T LU B A RN REZTET . RELEHNRY A EBTRE THHNENE V. ZHHHTBSEEHE, FHETERBIES. BBE, BB RN
TR ENESTERT, BRETSNTE, IBHEMTHENFARZBMNRLE, MIBIEXE “KE" BHHER.

The three functions that an urban park should possess - PROAP Landscape

We tried to add new meanings and new uses of space, in a search for contemporary significance and, above all, to achieve this
accomplishment without the disfigurement of the place, without distortion, loss or miss interpretation of the signs that always existed there
and that shall, in the end, prevail.

Urban parks nowadays meet several social functions, ranging from the recreational needs of contemplations, like feeling the wind, the
smells, the sounds and the light, to the needs of recreating the informal urban dynamics, such as jumping, rambling, playing with kids
or sunbathing. Both necessities need uncompromised large surfaces to take place, such as green clearings, protected woods or even
comfortable pathways.

Even though Lisbon exists along the river, it is still very far from it inside inhabitants’ minds. Therefore, it is necessary to create spaces within
the city that will provide for the growing desire for “urban beach.

Secondly, parks are areas of high permeability, of groundwater recharge, of contribution to the hydrographic functioning, of water retention
and of soil breathing. They are the excellent places to create new ecological sanctuaries, which break built continuities in urban areas. They
are, consequently, areas of conscientious contrast with the urban spaces.

Thirdly, they are areas of active protection of the soil’s productivity. These green areas should thus have characteristics of protective shields,
maintaining the levels of productivity, diversity and functioning of natural systems, which can be activated for the production of food, if
necessary.

These three gigantic functions together, are what the city parks should be and their reason to exist. Of course, alongside these, there are
other important functions, such as the fact that they are useful instruments for the recovering of degraded urban areas, for the revitalization
and upgrading of urban locations, also working as important touristic icons, and representative scenarios inside the collective imaginary.
European political decisions tend to enhance the loss of highly productive soils within city perimeters, either by salinity, erosion, urban
occupation, desertification, construction of infrastructures, etc. But, in a global scenario where the cost of food may not stop increasing, we
may find ourselves, in a relatively near future, needing urban settings where agriculture acquires special significance in the life and survival
of communities. In this context, urban parks certainly take a proper course regarding new agricultural production demands. Evidently the
rural farmland will remain in use, but the potential increase of prices, coupled with the shortage of cheap food, will mean free urban land
available will become especially valuable.

On the other hand, we are assisting to a rare moment of urban investments, when the most important urban actions are based upon the
creation of urban parks, that is, they are the key elements for urban renewal.

The development of these concepts and trends above mentioned depend on the expression and relative importance of each one of them
within the urban different contexts and ways of life of the cities themselves. Nevertheless, we strongly believe that large investments will be,
at least in the European context, at the level of the outdoor spaces, the spaces strong enough to accommodate public equipment, the
spaces of landscape expression.
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The irrigation system that the park chose - PROAP Landscape

The difficulties in this project were mainly procedural. This park was part of a complex process, which descended from a masterplan that
juxtaposed consolidated agricultural areas with highly degraded parcels which needed to be added to the public urban leisure realm.

It was extremely hard to fit the program into a very large area and, at the same fime, managing, the different phases and the successive
occupation logics. The area of the park which is currently built is substantially small when compared to that planned for the Mondego Green Park.
We also faced serious construction problems, especially regarding the irrigation system. The high level of contamination of the river water
restricted its use in sprinkler systems as it could represent a public health hazard. Thus we proposed imigation through underground drip systems.

We had three options: 1. to use drinking water from the municipal water system (a solution we rejected as unsustainable); 2. to find
alternative low bearing capacity solutions (a solution we rejected as it meant giving up the large grass clearings which were the frue
character of the park, and transforming the park into another very different concept); 3. or ultimately to use contaminated water from the
river, ensuring contact park users was absolutely restricted.

The third option won: using water directly from the river. However, we had another problem to solve: using the water near the banks
represented a safety problem for park users. Thus it was decided fo build a vertical shaft in the river which allowed the rise of capillary water
and its storage in underground tanks. Unfortunately, the site chosen for the shaft crossed a layer rich in iron components, which was diluted
by the rising water and clogged the system.

We learnt a lot during this process. Of course, there is always the possibility that pioneer systems, might not go well. But this is a minor problem
that we may be willing to take, especially when motivated by the constant search for new solutions.

This project aimed to recover an urban peripheral area, a no man's land, occupied mainly by occasional river floods.

The regularization of the river flow allowed this area to be used by people on a regular basis and. For this reason, our proposal was a strong
attempt to reconcile the city with the water, that is, to allow the urban tissues to develop a new relation with the river.
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The North West Park - star park with light = SLA

The North West Park had a lot of citizens involvement — from inhabitants, to politicians to school children. Bringing all these interests together
was a challenge. We designed the park so it could house a lot of different needs for a lot of different people - from a lot of different cultures.
The North West Park is an open park, inviting everybody in to do whatever they like — together with all the rest of North West's citizens.

The design is based on four principles: trees, stars, light, and mountains. The trees are both from Denmark and from all over the world,
describing the North West area’s great multiculturalism. The stars are something we all share — thus reminding us that we all are one. Lighting
is used throughout the park in a very innovative way, surprising you when you walk through the park. And finally, three small mountains
provide you with "looking posts", giving the visitor a view of the North West area that he or she has never had before.

The urban parks will create more nature, more sustainability and more wonders in the city.
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Retaining the original features, creating new park style — Gianfranco Franchi

The difficulties in the design included the intervention in a garden built in the 20" century which met very different cultural patterns to the
current needs. The garden was characterised by a strong and repetitive geometry of the design with rows of trees and important "parterre”
enclosed by hedges which precluded access to if.

We were not allowed to change the design because we would have lost the witness of a historical period. We thought we could draw
something very interesting, and that was what we did. We reinterpreted the forms and we built a new garden starting from the existing one.
This process was incredibly complex and characterised by many discussions within the group of designers. It was hard to realise what would
be the right balance between the old and the new design.



During the process of renewal we identified new areas and activities that would be adherent to the needs of modern life. We introduced
shaded areas as well as meeting and resting places. We chose to remove the internal hedges to be able to allow more space to enjoy the
view so that everything could appear wider.

We decided to bring back water to the garden. Before the garden was built, water used to surround the entire city and we felt it was
important to give fo it a new significant role.

However, the water used to flow at a very low level and we were faced with the question of how to reproduce something similar.

Finally, water was infroduced as the characterising element of the whole garden and it now runs through the various rooms that we
designed. Its course starts from a fountain and becomes sinuous stone pavement. It then shifts back to the fountain creating water games.
The water appears and disappears throughout the entire garden, generating curiosity and historical remembrance.

The choice of this approach was a happy one, because today the park is highly frequented by the people who are able to recognize
themselves in the features of the garden. Unfortunately, this big turnout of people is creating some problems in the management and
maintenance of the garden which are not easy to solve.

Today, the public promenade in Lodi recalls linear park models recently created, such as the famous "Promenade Plantée" in Paris. This
garden offers the possibility to be interpreted according to these existing urban models and, with due care, the reading of the historical
evolution of the site has allowed us to identify the guidelines of the new garden.

An urban park, a garden, a landscape, should be developed according to the reading of existing structures, signs and history that each
place has. | do not believe in an "international style" homologating the design of all the parks. It would mean loosing the characteristics of
different places and the possibility of the "genius loci" to stimulate new forms and new uses. Only in this way we can try to experiment with
and create new parks for the future.
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The economical and ecological concept of overlaying structures - PROAP Landscape

The first great difficulty we faced was the fact that this project was developed under a conception/construction process. This actually meant
that the project would not be a mere exercise of creativity, but rather a successive process of negotiation with the constructors, throughout
all its phases. Therefore, the project appeared as an irrevocable compromise in terms of costs, construction processes, etc.

But this can also be understood as an enrichment process for the project, as it is defended against possible breaches that occur between
the project and its construction. On the one hand, the contractor can steer the project according to his best convenience (materials, costs,
etc.) and, on the other hand, the designer avoids further, and more complicated, discussions, which may potentially make him loose the
project.

This was a very demanding project, both in terms of its design, as in terms of its constructive research, but the reward was large when
referring to the incomes, project clarity and construction quality.

The second great difficulty came with the conscience that this project set the transition of the place's character: from private to public,
precisely when realizing it was opened to the public without being fully equipped for that. These transitions are always sensitive, because
these spaces are not prepared for such great bearing capacities. What we had to do was to give the space new bearing capacities to
receive massive uses, by equipping it, protecting its vegetation, and even changing some of the soft and hard surfaces.

Project development was based on the application of soil protection measures. The basic, economical and ecological, concept of
overlaying structures is the main design approach. In essence the project overlays a high bearing capacity structure over the existing
features (paths, water and soft landscapes). The project identifies essential elements, edges and routes that defines spatial use, and works
over them, literally reinforcing and redesigning them to maximize recreational and functional value, whilst protecting significant existing
features, vegetation and large clearings.
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Humanity - a significant aspect that future park should consider - Rios Clementi Hale Studios

With curved, textured walkways, raised flower beds, and accessible planters for gardening, Euclid Park is fully accessible to the disabled.
At the same time, rolling topography intfroduced to a formerly flat site helps control and contains storm water drainage while providing
opportunities for passive and active recreation. Cyclists are welcomed to cut through the park via a concrete bike path, or to park for
access fto community gardens. )

As a resource for this densely populated area of apartments, Euclid Park serves as community “backyard”. It provides outdoor space that
apartment dwellers simply do not have. A generous stretch of lawn, public gardens for planting vegetables, play equipment for young
children, a shade structure with seating, even wifi access, are all incorporated for public use. The space of the park is conceived to serve
both individuals and groups, as seen in the design of the shade structure, which doubles as a performance stage or a focal point for the
adjacent, sloped lawn area.

As more people move to cifies, increasing urban density, parks serve a critical purpose to provide personal relief and communal resources
for an ever-expanding population. A desire to provide for our aging population, as well as for disabled persons, sets mobility as another key
issue for the design of future parks. Other factors are community gardens—allowing urban dwellers to “farm” and grow food, which benefits
the public through improved diet—conserved resources, personal responsibility, and recycling in the form of composting. A critical element
to keeping our population fit and healthy is creating challenging landscapes in the form of topography, walking and cycling pathways, and
recreation equipment. The health of our population can be fostered by park design for the direct benefit of our local and global economy.
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Umaid heritage — a harmonious, dignified landscape - Kishore D. Pradhan

Ans-Jodhpur, like many places in Rajasthan, is known for excellence in workmanship. The abundant availability of native Jodhpur stone,
in both pink and red colours is the most suitable medium for building construction as well as high quality decorative embellishment. For a
Landscape Architect, thus, it was great boon to use the local stone for hard surfaces as well as built-elements in the Landscape Design.

The major task was to identify the components of soft landscaping such as trees and perennial shrubs. Even after selecting appropriate
species suitable for the extreme climatic conditions of Rajasthan (very hot during summer, very cold during winter), the challenge was to
collect enough plant material of optimum size to be used in large landscape spaces. With the help of renowned horticulture expert Dr.
M.M.Bhandari, plant identification was scientifically undertaken. By setting up a plant nursery on site under his supervision we were able to
create enough plant stock needed, while the infrastructure was being built on site.

Another major problem was availability of water. The entire Landscape was to be sustained by recycled sewage of the residential complex.
However, as the inflow of residents was slow, the sewage treatment plant could not be operated for a small volume. We thus had to depend
on tube-well water which became more and more alkaline with approaching summer. Many plant species originally proposed in the
scheme had to be replaced by salinity tolerant ones in due course. However, once this was done, the Landscape flourished well, becoming
the talk of the town.

This included construction of the entire road network, supply of water and electricity at each plot entry and sewerage system. It also
required complete development of all common open spaces. This meant that even before the buildings, the Landscape was to be already
in place. The major emphasis of Landscape Development was on the central spine, 2-5 kilometers long. Within easy reach of each resident,
this was to provide a place for all the recreational facilities-active as well as passive. Children’s play, morning and evening walks, casual
social interaction among residents as well as festive get-togethers were all expected to happen in this linear green space. For a large
township- like residential development, the central Landscape was a vital binding factor for residents. It was important that not only it had
to satisfy the residents’ needs to carry out their outdoor activities; it also had to be sustainable throughout the year. The emphasis on local
material for hard and soft surface helped in achieving the objective. It also helped in blending the site with the surrounding, avoiding any
ostentatious display and ensuring a harmonious, dignified character for the place.
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To endow history with the modern style — park landscape is displayed by its theme and creativity - Geskes. Hack
Landschaftsarchitekten

The park is a multiple metaphor for the change Reichenbach has undergone. Like several towns in Saxony Reichenbach was characterized



by the textile industry and machine construction; after the end of this period the town had to redefine its future. The garden show is one of
the tools on this path.

Whilst earlier Saxon regional garden shows still make the break a subject of discussion, the park of the Regional Garden Show in
Reichenbach describes the present day of a town in Vogtland, the landscape quality of which is its key asset today.

This quality is being rediscovered, placed in the picture through the landscape architecture and made visible in many places in the
new park. In order to catch the attention of the citizens and visitors, the landscape architects af the same fime evoke understanding
for the place and its history. However, they do this more through references and appeals than through powerful historical and striking
scenographics. The present day of the place takes centre stage in the park experience. And in this way the visitor to the park does not
experience a walk through a museum of relics and reminiscences but a new Reichenbach that helps itself to history, partficularly the
landscape qualities in order to show its future potential. Landscape architecture therefore can be regarded as narrative psychology.
At least there is a very intensive debate regarding the expectations of the visitors to a park, as well as to a garden show. The landscape
architects are everyday observers and at the same time they also know how to place emphasis on that which is special.

Yet in the handwriting of Landscape Architects no garden art works emerge that are conspicuously in the foreground. The all too clear
creative call for attention is carefully avoided.
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Urban park landscape should be more concerned with its users and uses - Doazan + Hirschberger & Associates

Correctly analysing the structural capacity of the reformed foundries was the first hurdle we were confronted with. The restoration strategy
we came up with is very cost effective and fully respects the memory of the place. In these workshops, numerous workers operated in
extremely difficult conditions; it appeared obvious to us that our task was to aim towards a faithful restoration so that the memory of the
worksite remained albeit its conversion.

A second difficulty lay in the saoil itself, polluted with heavy metals left over from the foundry operations. The design solution consisted in
confining the wastes by building up the garden ground one meter above the original natural soil. This earthwork makes it possible to isolate
the garden from the streets and thus accentuate its otherworldliness, private and inward-looking.

Lastly the third problem was to imagine a garden “under a roof” without the natural and direct collection of rain water. So we installed
rainwater tanks. Except for the driest peak in the summer, these reservoirs provide enough water storage for the combined drip and spray
irrigation system to water all the plants.

In @ manner similar to future urban design, | believe urban parks should evolve towards more uncertainty. While retaining the history and the
geography of the sites, tomorrow's landscapes should be less defined, less designed and as result be more concerned with users and uses,
for everybody's delight. Sustainable development would be integrated not as a distinct specific theme but just as plain evidence.
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Different seasonal aspects created by different kinds of trees — UKL//Ulrich kriger Landschaftsarchitekten

In review, the most challenging aspect for our work when planning and realizing the “Landesgartenschau Rietberg-Neuenkirchen” federal
state garden show was the very short time scale. After UKL won the design competition in late summer 2006 there were only one and a half
year given for planning, building and planting before the garden show was opened in spring 2008.

To improve difficulties, the usually small stream “Sennebach” flooded parts of the park area in early spring 2007. The waters retreated only
slowly. In result, works were interrupted and many of the recently built banks slided down and had fo be rebuilt.

The park takes shape by a dense grove. It consists of different kinds of trees and creates a vibrant picture with different seasonal aspects.
Visual axes and visual planes make the inner park correspond to its surroundings. At the southern border clearings along the walks are
framed by specific wood combinations and thus have a special character. This was strengthened during the Gartenschau (garden display)
by temporal installations, e.g. a “pleasure garden”, a “hall of mirrors”, a “trophy room" and a “music salon”. From the entrance area the
theme of a light grove is continued to the stand and further along both loops. In this clasp the temporary exhibition spaces, the gastronomy
area and the planned sports grounds are well infegrated.

Public parks and open spaces face a high pressure of usage. People of many different kinds of socialisation, age and cultural background
want to claim the public space for their demands. Thus planners face the challenge to find multifunctional but robust concepts for
organizing the limited green spaces. In addition, the consequences of the demographic change need to be taken in account as well.
At the same time staff and monetary resources most public clients can put in for maintenance are being reduced continuously. Thus it
is necessary to develop design concepts for the public space that limit the need for maintenance and open perspectives for modular
development. Only when they have a built-in potential for change and development public spaces are long lasting and continuously
popular.
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To create the sports park taking advantage of the original landform - Carve

Meerpark is a polder situated below sea level. The soil is merely moor and groundwater is very high and sometimes just below the existing
groundlevels. The quality of the whole area had to be increased by putting drainage underneath the grass to keep them dry in spring and autumn.
The relocated cycle-path is situated between existing oaks, barely fitting between the trees roots. To prevent the roots from damage the
cunette was partly dug out by hand.

We had to deal with an immense lot of lines and cables in the open area of the strip. All service lines were layed out through the whole area
without any planning, thus restricting a lot of possibilities to plant trees etc.

The playing hill combined with boulderwalll is a very special construction, because it is build on moor. Moor tends to compress when a load
is put on it this is an ongoing process. Therefore this hill is a so called balance construction; build from styrofoam slabs covered with a layer of
60 centimeter of soil. The weight of the new styrofoam/soil construction is the same as the weight of the excavated cunette underneath the
hill. Hence no load is added and the hill won't compress the moor.

Another much cheaper alternative was fried here. Also here the weight of the new hill had to be in balance with the former weight to
prevent the gasoline from bending. To spread the bearing load we used a light weight cellular concrete. A culvert is normally accessible to
enable the inspection of the service line. Instead we put a perforated inspection pipe underneath the concrete that can be used to inspect
the gasoline with an electronic device.

The adjacent boulderwall is such a heavy construction that we had to use a common method in Amsterdam buildings. Concrete columns
go fifteen meters deep into the ground info the first sand-layer that is strong enough to bear the loads. It is fair to say that though on first sight
very simple hill, it is indeed a complex engineered civil construction.
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To integrate sports and entertainment into park landscape - Dupper Landschaftsarchitekten

The contents of the leisure parks and play areas were viewed controversially by the policy makers at the planning phase of the project.
There were long discussions as to the necessity of a skater park. It was also deemed necessary to include other forms of leisure activity
to cater for different age-categories so that the park would also be attractive to older visitors. However, due to a limited budget, it was
impossible to realize every wish.

The most important goal in a plan is to ensure the use of the park landscape by the local population. This was achieved by a varied offer of
sport and leisure activities which almost as a matter of course merged into the park landscape.

Using the scenically natural landscape formations and by including the natural forest, park landscape was developed from what was
formerly just a flat, freeless field. This landscaped frame forms a connection between the individual play areas and the whole and spatially
links the visitor to a high quality recreational landscape.

Local connections and appropriateness have helped in achieving the success of the leisure park. The planning took account of all age
groups and their appropriate grades of activity. By the arrangement of each individual play area, it was already possible to avoid any
mutual disturbance atf the planning stage. So, for example, the infants play area is situated near to the new housing area and the skater
park is at the other end where there are no direct housing neighborhoods. The main central point of the park is the Ball Games Area which is
sheltered on all sides and has a quiet area for balancing and skills training.

Changes in our society-individualization and globalization-will also influence the development of open public spaces. Approaches to
design, use of forms and materials are already, nationally and transnational, similar. The building of public spaces will also be influenced
by specific financial presets such as the degree of maintenance the park requires and prevention of violence. More and more lay people
and stakeholders are becoming involved in the civic participation of public planning. The various wishes, interests and styles of life often
complicate the necessary consensus and the planner is confronted with new tasks which are connected with increasingly complex
requirements. The goal has fo be the creation of attractive public leisure parks with the wide range of means, possibilities and the creativity
of landscape architects.
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