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PREFACE

This brief work is desighed to be a guide to
middle schocl students in their apprehension of
English words of identical pronunciation but differ-
ent meaning. The words are arranged in 280
groups, each containing two or more homonyms
explained in Chinese and illustrated in English.
In a few cases, such as brvidal and bridle, principal
and principle, the words, tho they are not homo-
nyms in a strict sense, are listed to show the slight
difference rather than the sameness in pronun-
ciation.

The compiler believes that this book is the
first of its kind ever published in China. Hence he
will be pleased to know from his young friends
how useful it has proved to them, or how many
new groups they can add to those contained in it.

1. L. L.



ENGLISH HOMONUMS

Explained in Chinese and Illustrated in English

Group No.

I. &

ay, aye

ch

2, ail

ale

3. air

Pronwunciation

el; a

L2

1

eil; al

go™; &r

Explanation

Al WATRIE—F—
The English alphabet be-
gins with 4 and ends with
e
fifizd: Wk — His mer-
cies for aye endure.

SR : R ?—You don't
know, ¢e/?

i : B —What adls
you, Mr. Ling?

£ —fEZEE—English
farmers used to drink a
great deal of a/e.

£ (1) 2% —The air
in a closed room soon
becomes foul. (2) Kz=&R—
Birds can fly in the ai7.
(3) #/M—Open the window
and let the aé» go through.
(4) #HiH—Let us play the
national air. (5) MiE—
Mr. Wang has a dignified
air.



ENGLISH HOMONYMS

Group No.

ere

heir

4. aisle

isle

Pronunciation

g9%; &r

7

ail; 1l

” »

Explanation

BaE: (1) K —You
should a#7 the room. (2)
#m—He likes to air his
learning.

WASRiiE: Phaf—(1)
“Sir, ceme down ere¢ my
child die.” (2) I expect to
see him in Nanking ere
long. '

EE /R HE ¥ — Mr.
Chuan’s son died last year,
so he is going to name his
nephew Chi-liang as his /eir.

w0 i FE A T —
The aisles as well as the
seats in the church were
filled with people who had
come to hear Mr. Chiang.

A bR BTN
i #)—The Zsle of Man
is in the Irish Sea.

@a: (1) A —The
headland was finally #sled
by the ever surging waves.
(2) fEFR1E— The sailors
isle here during the winter.
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Group No.

5 ait

ate

eight

6. all

awl

Pronunciation

eit; at

3 1

ys - BL

otlzal

» b2 ]

7. allowed 9 '-1(1uC;;

A-loud’

Explanation

A TS R A
(ZMFHEEMETE)—My
English friend says many
willows grow on that azf.

Bl (eat W ER): B—
Did you have a chance to
eat crabs at Nanking
Hotel? Oh, yes, 1 afe
four of them.

Mg A—(1) A
Chinese dining table can
easily seat ezg/t persons.
(2) How many did you
buy? [ bought ezg/it.

2% 2f8—Allare here.

e . & — All stu-
dents in this class like that
professor.

. se2—Itisal/right.

##):  pHE—Does the
cobbler use a small aw/?

Wi (allow HiBER): B
#F—I have allowed him to
write his English composi-
tion at home.
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ENGLISH HOMONYMS

Group No.

aloud

8. altar

alter

9. arc

ark

Pronuuciation

o'-laud;

»

a-loud’

Falto®ealdar

al’ter

atrks arc

ark

10. ascent o'-sent;

d-gent’

Explanation

#): #zm—Chinese girls
were taught not to laugh
aloud in company.

#: MWi—A stone altar
stands before the image
of Kuan-ti.

Bhl: TH—(1) Iam not
going to alfer my decision.
(2) Fashion alters from
time to time. \

#il: BE—An arc is a
part of a circle.

£ (1) HEAER—
Arks move slowly along
the shore. (2) HPZcZuskh:
Ay S ft—The ark ap-
peared like a large box
rather than a boat. (3) M
P #—What was kept
in the ark?

£#: (1) BE—Our as-
cent was very difficult. (2)
[i#—There is a high as-
cent behind the village.
(3) F&®—A stone ascent
leads to the ancestral hall.
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Group No.

Pronunciation

assent o'-sent;

Explanation L

£%#: 7, % 15—I1 would

i-sént’ not do this until my father

11. auger '0lgo*;a'ger

augur

12, aught

ought

13. aye

eye

»

a'gur

gives his assent.

®F: FER— Indulgent
mothers usually assent to
every request of their
daughters.

£&): KighifE—The car-
penter is boring a large
hole with his ‘auger.

£i: ABRICmTEEE XIE
—That old man claims to
be a great augur.

. & b—He awgurs
your future from the words
you happen to choose.

£E): B, ARG
—For aught 1 know he is
an imposter.

) MEE—Every boy
ought to love his parents.

£5: 2, B —The ayes
were in the majority.

£#: W}, H—Let the
doctor see your sore gye. :

##: 3/, B—She eyed

him with suspicion,
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ENGLISH HOMONYMS

Group I¥p.
I

14. bad

bade

I5. bail

bala

ai 1

"

Pronunciation

baed; biad

beil; bal

Explanation

K% F#—7don't know
you.

R ¥EH—You are a
good boy; he is a bad boy.

Bpid: (1) W (bid iy 3%
A)—I bade him go. (2) T
E—He bade me good-by.

Al (1) E RIS IEmA
—DMr. Lin became the de-
fendant’s bail. (2) #iE—
The defendant was releas-
ed on bail. (3) #, HiLi%
TR —The bail of the
kettle is broken. (4) B3
il —You cannot take
the town hall unless you
break through the baz/. (s)
B R A—L tied your
horse to the sunny side of
the bail. :

had: WWE—I bailed him.

il (1) —~Bi—HaE
—Mr. Dung bought three
hundred bales of cotton to-
day. (2) %##—We are go-
ing through long days of
bale.

fhEl: TR —We shall bale
the cotton.
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Group No, Pronunciation Lxplanation

16. ball bo:l; bal £57): (1) ®—Do youlike
to play ball with me? (2)
fisi—How heayvy is this
cannon ball? (3) BtiEE—
Mrs. Chang had a winter
ball at her home last night.
~ BhiE: #UKERZ—The snow
will ball as it rolls down the
hill. ] r

bawl S #E: PEE—Did youhear
: the village people bawl at
each other?
£l MEUE—I cannot
stand their dawl.

1. bard ba:d; bird %i: (1) #¥F—There
were many dards in Tang
dynasty. (2) #H—The
bard was formerly worn by
a man at arms. ' (3) KERH
—You may lay the dard on
the pheasant now.

barred 9y 1) 5 (bar B"J:‘;ﬁfﬂ): (I)
[A—We have barrved the
door. (2) fi—The way to
the house is barred. (3) M
e it 9 —They barred
the cover of the box.



ENGLISH HOMONYMS

Gronp No. Pronunciation

18. bare  bgo*r; bAr

bear TR T

-

19. baron ’bzeran;
bdr’on

barren ’‘baren;
bdr'én

Explanation

JEER: ARERE, B
#—(1) It is proper for
children to go with bare
arms in summer time. (2)
The trees are bare in my
yard. (3) I am telling you
the bare truth.

). AR, FEE—In
the narrow shops it 1S so
hot that the clerks have to
bare their bosoms at work.

##: (1) #B—Standing
on its hind feet a large bear
is said to be able to hug a
person to death. (2) #fk
—The fellow is a bear.

#5: (1) Aff—Bear arms
and fight for your country.
(2)Z., #—I1 cannot bear your
crying. (3) &#E—The cat
will soon bear a few kittens.

£y (1) KW B H—The
wife of a baron is called
baroness. (2) stk—He is
her baron.

AW (1) AHEZE—She
seems to be barven of child-
ren. (2)#FR)—Thisisa bar-
rven land. (3) BRZAY—His
speech is barren of interest.
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Group No,
20, base

bass

21. bask

Pronunciation

beis; bas

Explanation

f&%ﬂ’l: (I) W» E_"At the
base of the hill you will find
some sweet springs. (2) &
—The base of a wall should
be well laid. (3) Higith—
The Germans got Tsing-tao
as their naval base. (4) 1K
i (&1 bass)—Do you sing
base or tenor?

Bi: KR —On what
reasons do you base your
argument?

g KT, Apm—
(1) That is a dase fellow.
(2) No country should issue
base coins.

e (1) EERIEHA—
Mr. Wang bas a strong
voice for bass. (2) VBIEH
3 A—Who is the dass of the
quartet?

Z: Fi—I1 heard
the bass sound most clearly.

ba:sk; bask #a: (1) BER—It is

pleasant for those village
children to bask in the
winter sun. (2) B —Let
the poor people dask in
your benevolence.



10

ENGLISII HOMONYMS

Group No,

Pronunciation

Explanation

bu.squ'e ba:sk; bask £ #: (1) H & A8 E

22, bay

bei; ba

fi—The dress-maker will
finish her basque tomorrow.
(2) Bk# Bay of Biscay i
HMA, SMbAEES—A Bas-
gue looks different from a
Frenchman.

##): (1) #8—This bay,
used now by our navy, is
closed to foreign ships.
(2) BFAAKZE—We are
going to put a large looking
glass in the middle day.
(3) A E—Can
the children play in the bay?
(4) ¥#:—We have planted a
number of day trees in the
garden. (5)PREE—At night
we are often waked by the
bay of the street curs. (6)
Ef2—Here is the bay that
shuts off the water from
flooding our town.

#h3l: (1) MA&k—Thisdam
will bay up the water. (2)
Bk—The dogs will day at
the bear.
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Group No,
bey

23. be

bee

2 4. beach

beech

25. beat

Pronunciation

bei; be

bi:; be

Explanation

£ FEHEEANER—
The bey had an interview
with the American news-
paper man.

BF: J&—I shall be
twenty-one years old to-
MOITOW,

£ (1) #%—The bee
is a useful insect; it can sup-
ply us with honey. (2) &
YES % > #ii:—The bee of
Si-hu is a popular one.

bi:tf; beéch £ &l: 7L 8 i A B —

»” £ 5 ]

bi.t; bét

Come, let us take a walk
along the sandy beack.

BF: HmERE—They
beach their ship.

£ B, IE#—Some
boats are made of beech.

B (1) #EIT—DBirds
beat the air with their wings.
(2) #M4T—Don’t let the cruel
master beal the boy on the
head. (3) Bf—He can beat
vou in mathematics. (4)
fii—The waves beaf against
the shore. (5) EB—We
will beat the hunting ground.
(6) BkEH—Our hearts bzaf



I2

ENGLISH HOMONYMS

Group No,
beat

beet

2 6. beau

bow

Pronunciation

bi:t; bét

bou;

”

bd

Explanation

with joy at the victory of
our army. (7) #iliEBEE
—The wind is against us,
so we shall have to beat.

#id: (1) —#—The beat
was too heavy for the little
bov. (2) BIT—Do you
hear the beat of the drum?
(3) LM EE—AL our school
the night-watchman is al-
ways on his beat: (4) €y
—Follow the éeat of the .
choir master. ‘

£wl: F—We eat beets
in China, but we do not
make sugar out of them.

A R AR
i A\ A—He is a beau,
a lady’s man.

£#: (1) 5—Our fore-
father used to fight with
bows and arrows. (2) B¢
i f—In playing violin
you have to draw the dow
across the strings in order
to make a sound. (3) #k
TS %5—What a beautiful
bow you have made with the
ribbon!
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Group No,
2. been

bin

28. beer

bier

29. bell

belle

Pronunciation

biin or bin;

bin or bén

bin;:

biir;

»

bel;

bin

bér

»

bél

Explanation

7 (be RyBESF): B
—1 have bdeen sick for three
days.

£ ERBSAER RR
—In each kitchen there is a
wooden biz for holding rice.

£#: MiE—You cannot
buy beer or whiskey in
America.

£ (1) EA%E—The rel-
atives of the deceased fol-
lowed the bier to the grave.
(2) Hi#t—The bier of the
rich man cost five hundred
taels. ;

443: (1) $i—Do youkno
how loud a sound that mon-
astery be// can make? (2)
é3—That silver bell was
given to me for my birthday
present. (3) @RS EHE—
Hear the supper bell.

£ FEH—Miss Hu is
the bells of our school.



