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The Importance of

Water

|
The Importance of Water

Water is essential to life on earth. Every living thing needs water for its :

R ITTE 33

R

walking bags of water. Water allows our blood to flow through the blood

CORE; EATR;
B M e
Lty BB R

survival. Without water, plants, animals, microbes — everything will perish.
Our bodies are composed of about 75% of water. So we are literally

vessels thus supplying the body with vital nutrients. Also water allows
waste matter to be eliminated from the body via the excretory system.
Our need for water becomes very apparent when we are thirsty. The taste

of water going down the throat is something we all find so much pleasure :
in. We drink glasses of this precious transparent liquid every day. It is vital
to our life.

evolution of man.

©Part | Practical Reading

The first civilizations of man
started near rivers. The Nile, the
Tigris, the Euphrates and the Yellow
River were where man began to
establish themselves on the earth.

In all parts of the world, the major
rivers played a major part in the
2

g EUe



Water is used for drinking, washing, cleaning and just about any activity :

Water covers about two-thirds of the total surface of the earth. The vast :

% A

supply of food. Most of us have eaten fish, with exceptions of those who do

g7
The rivers, seas and oceans provide man with an important means of

travel. In ancient times, man explored the earth via the sea. Much of what

we are today is influenced by the travelers who came over the seas in their

we care to do. Without water, living is virtually impossible.

expanse of seas and oceans has long been our major sources of food and
means of travel. Millions of fishes live in the sea. They provide an abundant

not eat meat. The majority of mankind will continue to eat fish.

ships long ago.

mankind. Huge oil tankers, container ships and others ply these routes. In
fact many of the sea routes are overcrowded.

When there is shortage of water such as when there is a drought, we
know how terrible the consequences can be. Plants, animals and human
®e; R
In the midst of the Sahara Desert where there is very little rain, there is also

beings perish. The affected land becomes parched and dry. Nothing grows.

very little life. Mostly we get sand and more sand. No man can live there.

People who live near or around deserts know the value of water. They :
know how precious it is and they take great care using it. We, who live in a
land where water is plentiful, think nothing of standing under the shower
D R £

for half an hour. Those who live in arid areas do not have such a luxury.
They cannot afford to waste water like we do.

As long as there is life on this planet, water will be here. Without it, :
life as we know it is impossible. Thus it is important for us to know how
precious water is. We ought not to waste it or pollute it by any means.

Water is just too precious.

microbe /'maikraub/ n AN, WmE

perish /'perif/ v BR; BT BE; %
literally ["itaraly/ ad. T L, BF@EL
vessel I'vesl/ n BRE; 5o; Bm; A
vital ['vartl/ a. EXERN; £XH

Today the waterways of the world are still of major importance to K%

i, RMAER



O Unit1 The Importance of Water

nutrient /'njuztrront/ n B
eliminate /t'limmert/ v, HEfR; AR
excretory /eks'kriztar1/ a HEw s Hukel; HHERE
apparent /o'paerant/ a. 2. 5 ey
precious /'prefas/ a. REM; BRG; S THHH
transparent /treens'pearant/ g4 A
evolution fizva'luzfan/ n RE, i #HE, AR
virtually /'vaitjuall/ ad. WF; 24 %
expanse /1ks'pzns/ n. JLW, L E KK
abundant /a'bandont/ a ity 256
majority /ma'd3prity/ n 3%, X¥
waterway /'wartawer/ n. K35 HAKA
tanker /'teepka/ n. i
ply /plar/ v. ERAER
affect /a'fekt/ v. Yoh; 2%
parched /pazt [t/ a. WA
arsd ['eerid/ a. TF65; A (LRF)
luxury /'lakJary/ n 51% 2%
g — o
Phrases and Expressions
be composed of Wy 2R,
play a major part in AR ERAEA
with exceptions of B 28p
afford to L& (GE)
0
 Notes |
1. theNile: B ¥ #, M “KRTZRX" , #RRZKGTA, RELENRTHE,

2. the Tigris: &M Z A7, SEN&I*J*F'Q-}FTR EARRBRTEHELAHN, AFELEY
ABRITILRFAA87, & BéRKFEFRG TR, "‘Q‘J‘P'Fﬁﬂk‘&'ﬂﬁ'?uii&ﬂ

L FEL,

3. the Euphrates: #/ £ 32 & 7, ZH B HHFELTA, ARETLFL, &F#i—%)&#&
B ROTIE AT, CH T T HERERLFAEBRLRE L,

4. the Sahara Desert: #®423) 3%, JUF b i3k o AL 3R 296, K&ﬁiﬂ:%k?ﬂiiﬁﬁi&.
7, WREREAREMRA @GR,



* Exerc1se 1

Dec1de whether the following statements are True(T) or False(F) according to the
passage.

Wherever there is life, there will be water. ( )

About one third of the total surface of the earth is covered by water. ( )

People do not eat fish because they don’t likeit. ()

There is no life in the midst of the Sahara Desert. ( )

We might need to explore and establish more sea routes since they are already overcrowded.

¢ )

Wi B N e

_Exercise 2

Supply the missing words to complete the following summary.

Exerc:lse 3

Translate the followmg phrases into Chinese or English.

1. blood vessel
2. HMR%




O Unit1 The Importance of Water

3. the first civilization
4. ERTR
5. vast expanses of seas and oceans
6. EFERAWEA
7. sea routes
8. K
9. arid areas
10. K Hr1h

Exercise b

Complete the following sentences by translating the parts given in Chinese.

1. This industry (38 BOAT & W T 43 A e 3).

2 (1% # %1 %F), Boundary Waters bans the use
of motors and sails.

3. Any new source of energy will be welcome, (&
T % ka5,

4. College students will more or less (X2 H2
ER R

5.1 (AARZALY).

6. 1 (EEANFHZ AR TRAGHER).

Woater Crisis
/_\_/O

Water crisis is a term that has been used by some to refer to the

world’s water resources relative to human demand. The term has been :

applied to the worldwide water situation by the United Nations and
other world organizations. Others, for example, the Food and Agriculture
Organization, claim there is no water crisis. The major aspects of the water :

crisis are allegedly overall scarcity of usable water and water pollution.

Lt

Two billion people have gained access to safe water sources since
1990. The proportion of people in developing countries with access :

to safe water is calculated to have improved from 30% in 1970 to 5

71% in 1990, 79% in 2000 and 84% in 2004, pérallel with the

L A7



is projected to continue.
The earth has a finite

aquifers, surface waters and

of energy needed to convert
saline water to potable water is prohibitive today, explaining why only a
very small fraction of the world’s water supply derives from desalination.
There are several principal manifestations of the water crisis.
1. Inadequate access to safe drinking water for about 884 million
people;

rising population. This trend :

AR

supply of fresh water, stored in :

CEKE

the atmosphere. Sometimes
oceans are mistaken for :
available water, but the amount :

E

L 3e; ETFHA
NS ML

P

L RESH

2. Inadequate access to water for sanitation and waste disposal for 2.5

billion people;

3. Groundwater overdrafting (excessive use) leading to diminished
agricultural yields;

4. Overuse and pollution of water resources harming biodiversity;

FEX; BRY

A B MM

5. Regional conflicts over scarce water resources sometimes resulting in :

warfare.
Waterborne diseases and the absence of sanitary domestic water

e
P ORIREE; Tk

are some of the leading causes of death worldwide. For children under
age five, waterborne diseases are the leading cause of death. At any given
time, half of the world’s hospital beds are occupied by patients suffering
from waterborne diseases. According to the World Bank, 88% of all
diseases are caused by unsafe drinking water, inadequate sanitation and

poor hygiene.

human population vulnerable to the devastation of major droughts.

LA
Drought dramatizes the underlying tenuous balance of a safe water W55 89

supply, but it is the imprudent actions of humans that have rendered the K ; Bk

L Bk ke MK

A 2006 United Nations report focuses on issues of governance as the

core of the water crisis, saying: “There is enough water for everyone” and : #w

“Water insufficiency is often due to mismanagement, corruption, lack of

appropriate institutions, bureaucratic inertia and a shortage of investment in :

both human capacity and physical infrastructure”. Official data also shows
a clear correlation between access to safe water and GDP per capita.

DAk



0O Unit1 The Importance of Water

crisis /'kraisis/ n. AL
refer /r1'fa:/ v. #3); TR
allegedly /2'ledzidl/ ad. ¥t
parallel /'paralel/ a. FATH); AR ; FFEE
finite ['faiart/ a. FFRtY; FREH
aquifer /'ekwifa/ nBKEE, EKE
convert /kan'va:t/ v kT, ik
saline /'serlam/ a o FEN
potable /'pautabl/ a. ETHAN
fraction /'freek fan/ n N RE
desalination /dizs@li'nerfan/  n. BLik
manifestation / maenifes'teifon/ n. 57; £HA
inadequate /in'a@dikwit/ a. RESH; RiEHE
overdraft /'auvadra:ft/ n &%
diminish /dr'minif/ v. R
biodiversity /\baroudar'va:isatl/ . A4 % A%
warfare ['woifea/ n K4
waterborne /'waitabain/ a. KITAEIE; KiRMHE
sanitary /'senitari/ a. BAH
hygiene /'haidzi:n/ nB4; PAZF
tenuous /'tenjuas/ a. Weisth
imprudent /im'pruzdant/ a. FAKE; RiERe
render /'renda/ v. ik
vulnerable /'vAlnarabl/ a. BEkEN
devastation /, devas'terfan/ n. B IR
core /koaz/ n S, P
infrastructure /'infrastraktfs/  n Xah#iE, Ak
k -0
Phrases and Expressions
apply to #---E2RAT
gain access to TAME A
be projected to it
per capita Ay
o)



Food and Agriculture Organization: B4 IR &K L AR, EMEAEERAF T,

Exerc1se 5
Match the followmg English phrases in Column A with their Chinese equivalents in
Column B.
Column A Column B
1. water resources a. HRRAT
2. waterborne diseases b. BH &3
3. regional conflicts c. KEEk
4. the United Nations d. KEM
5. safe water e. BApRE
6. the World Bank f. T&RFHA
7. official data g. KRR
8. water crisis h. &4 AK
9. waste disposal i PR
10. leading cause . BeH

Exerc1se 6

Fill in the blanks with the words you’'ve learned in the passage.

Two billion people have gained __1____ safe water sources since 1990. The proportion of
people in developi;lg countries with access to safe wateris __ 2 to have improved from 30%
in 1970 to 71% in 1990, 79% in 2_0.00 and 84% in 20(')4,, parallel w1th the rising Population.
This trendis _3 to con’ﬁimé ;

2 Watetbome diseases and the absence of sanitary J_ water are some of the leadmg
causes of death worldwide. For children under age five, waterbome diseases are the leadmg

cause of death. At any given time, half qf the worlds hospital beds are __5 by patients
suﬁ'ering from waterborée diseases. Accbrding to the World Bank, 88% of all disea,scé are
caused by unsafe drinking water, inadequate __6 _ and poor hygiene.

A 2006 United Nations report __7 __ on issues of governance as the core of the water

‘ 8 , saying “There is enough water for everyone” and “Water insufficiency is often



