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The real cost of reading a book is the time spent on it, not the price

we pay. Hence, buy a real book which is worthy of committing our
time to.

—Author of the book

With the step of global integration, international trade has been
undertaking a significant and somewhat leading role in integrating the
world economy. In order to promote the living standard and welfare of
the people around the world, international trade booms. Though there
currently are a lot of books on practice of international trade at home,
few English books were written and geared to the trend of bilingual
teaching.

This book focuses on the main procedures of foreign trade,
illustrating systematically every topic-centered chapter by giving the most
important and practical knowledge and vivid examples. On the basis of
the current foreign trade situation in China, the book covers 10 chapters,
including brief introduction of international trade, theoretical background,
ecommerce business, business contract, terms of trade, description of goods,
international payment, letter of credit, cargo transportation, insurance,

inspection, claim, Force Majeure and arbitration, the importing and
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exporting procedure, international organizations and protectionism etc. The main task
in each chapter is to introduce the commonly used and customized international
conventional practice in China, and list clearly and logically different aspects of the
topic.

Just as the traditional course of Western Economics covering two scopes:
microeconomics and macroeconomics, this book also covers two aspects: micro-level
and macro-level. Chapters 1,2,9, 10 are macro, while chapters 3.4.5.6,7.8 are
micro. In fact, in international trade, having the only knowledge on how to conduct
trade is far from necessary. Especially for students of English major, they even could
not continue their study if they could not have a knowledge of some profound economic
theory. Because of this, in the first chapter, there are forms of international trade, modes
of international trade, the present situation of international trade and new
development of international trade—ecommerce business, which can be seen as the
warm-up components in practice of international trade to provide fundamental basis
for the whole course.

Features of the book are as follows:

1. Vivid diagrams and tables

There are quite a lot of diagrams and tables which help to enhance the
understanding of both the theory and practice. They are concise and time-saving in
studying.

2. Diversified and practice-oriented exercise

One of the characteristics and advantages of this book which distinguish the book
from others is that it designed and developed very colorful and content-related exercise
to consolidate and clarify the knowledge points in a very interesting way. A great
diversity of colorful exercises including questions, multiple choice, true or false
exercise, and case study are ready there waiting for you to solve. No other books can
compete in this aspect.

3. Words and phrases with phonetic symbols

During years of classroom instruction, the author finds that it is comparatively
easy to master the content than to express them fluently and correctly. The obstacles
include wrong sentence patterns and awkward and wrong stress in words. The
phonetic symbols can help to solve the problem to some degree.

4. Combination of language study and speciality

That’s the very purpose of the book. Many learners who have a great deal of
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knowledge find that they could not express their knowledge in English, while people

who have a good command of English know nothing about the knowledge of
international trade. A combination of language and speciality could offer learners
both standard language and necessary speciality.

Though many students are overloaded with a lot of information about the social
world around us, when referring to a certain subject, they are somewhat uncertain
about our economic society from the perspective of international trade. For example,
I find some students don’t know how an economy of a country performs and what
contribute to the development of a whole nation. In a broad sense, my advice here is
that the students should know something about macroeconomics before studying the
subject. In a word, international trade, or foreign trade from the perspective of one
particular country, is a contributor to the development of China and the world.

Luckily, we have easy access to a lot of Chinese and international websites and
magazines about the international trade. Readers can find more information from the
latest versions such as International Trade, Journal of International Trade, Finance
and Trade Economics, Intertrade and from some websites like http://www. iccwbo.
org/(International Chamber of Commerce), http://www. wto. org/( World Trade
Organization), http://www. cisgac. com/(CISG Advisory Council), http://unctad.
org/en/Pages/Home. aspx (United Nation Conference on Trade and Development),
http://www. itrade. org. cn/(Journal of International Trade), and http://www.
ccoic. cn/( China Chamber of International Commerce ), etc. With all these
advantages, everybody can benefit much from these resources.

Here, I want to express my sincere appreciation to my editor, Ms. Liang, who
devoted her time to the review of the second edition. Many thanks go to my family
who helped and encouraged me a lot in freeing me and sparing me from a lot of
chores. All the mistakes and errors are from the author and your advice is welcome to

xieguimei@bwu. edu. cn.
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