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We’ve been in your country only 5 days, but
already we’ve seen the wonders of a lifetime—
the Great Wall of China, a structure so huge and
marvelous that it can be seen from space; the ancient
city of Xi’an; and the Tomb of the Great Emperor
and the buried army that guards him still. These are
the wonders of ages past. But today 1 want to talk to

you, the young people of a great university, about
the future, about our future together and how we
can transform human life on this planet if we bring
as much wisdom and curiosity to each other as we
bring to our scholarly pursuits.

We live in a troubled world, and the United
States and China, as two great nations, share a
special responsibility to help reduce the risks of war.
We both agree that there can be only one sane policy
to preserve our precious civilization in this modern
age: A nuclear war cannot be won and must never be
fought. And no matter how great the obstacles may
seem, we must never stop our efforts to reduce the
weapons of war. We must never stop at all until we
see the day when nuclear arms have been banished
from the face of this Earth.

With peaceful cooperation as our guide, the
possibilities for future progress are great. For
example, we look forward to exploring with China
the possibilities of cooperating in the development
of space on behalf of our fellow citizens.

We invite you to know us. That is the beginning
of friendship between people. And friendship between
people is the basis for friendship between governments.
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The silence between our governments has
ended. In the past 12 years, our people have become
reacquainted, and now our relationship is maturing.
And we’re at the point where we can build the basis

for a lasting friendship.
Now, you know, as I do, that there’s much

that naturally divides us: time and space,
different languages and values, different cultures
and histories, and political systems that are
fundamentally different. It would be foolish not to
acknowledge these differences. There’s no point in
hiding the truth for the sake of a friendship, for a
friendship based on fiction will not long withstand
the rigors of this world.

I’ve been happy to speak to you here, to meet
you in this city that is so rich in significance for both
our countries. Shanghai is a city of scholarship, a
city of learning. Shanghai has been a window to
the West. It is a city in which my country and yours
issued the communique that began our modern
friendship. It is the city where the Yangtze meets the
East China Sea, which, itself, becomes the Pacific,
which touches our shores.

History is a river that may take us as it will. But
we have the power to navigate, to choose direction,
and make our passage together. The wind is up, the
current is swift, and opportunity for a long and
fruitful journey awaits us.

We have made our choice. Our new journey will

continue. And may it always continue in peace and
in friendship.
Thank you very much.
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1. ...the ancient city of Xi'an; and the Tomb of the Great Emperor and the
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2. For example, we look forward to exploring with China the possibilities
of cooperating in the development of space on behalf of our fellow citizens.
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3. And we're at the point where we can build the basis for a lasting
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4. But we have the power to navigate, to choose direction, and make our

passage together.
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0 With peaceful cooperation as our guide, the possibilities for future progress are great.
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@ The wind is up, the current is swift, and opportunity for a long and fruitful journey

awaits us.
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