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Feature:

Architecture in Latin America:

Metropolis, Society and Landscape

T8
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This edition of a+u introduces 25 works built in Latin America
in recent years under three themes: “Metropolis”, “Society”, and
“Landscape”.

For this issue, we invited Mr. Jorge Francisco Liernur —
Argentinian architect and architectural historian - as the guest
editor who worked jointly with us on the overall structure of the
issue as well as on the selection of projects and contributors. For
an introduction to this edition, we urge our readers to read his
essay “21st Century Latin America: Presence of the Future and
Debts from the Past” (pp. 6-13).

Our enthusiasm and interest in Latin America have deepened
from reading his essay. What kind of architecture has existed
before the recent works including the 25 featured projects? What
has been the themes of discussion behind them? It is impossible
to cover the whole of the background in a single issue.
Nevertheless, we will continue to deepen our understanding on
Latin America and hope to someday form our own perspective
on the region. (a+u)
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Essay:

21st Century Latin America:

Presence of the Future and Debts from the Past

Jorge Francisco Liernur

4
21 MR T EM: RENFESHENRE
SR - REATEETR - BBRER

The territory south of the Rio Bravo (which by convention we
will call Latin America) is characterized by extreme geographical
and climatic diversity. More than 400 different languages are
spoken over the 10,000 miles which separate its northern and
southern ends. Powerful ancient civilizations (which ignored the
existence of Rome) have left many traces of an extraordinary
richness and variety. Twenty-two countries comprise these
lands. Does it make any sense to look here for shared attributes?
What follows is a brief explanation of the positive response this
publication entails.

The southern portion of the American continent is characterized
by history, because of the brutal subjugation and destruction

of native tribal societies held by Europeans north of that river,
one has to add the annihilation of magnificent urban cultures.
Particularly where those testimonies are preserved. these
cultures continue to be manifested in the cultural productions
of the region, with pride in their greatness or cursing for their
extermination.

As a counterpart of genocide, this part of the continent joined
the new vortex core indigenous with the Iberian world, whose
main features are dispersed throughout the region: Latin-

based languages (Portuguese in what would be Brazil, French

in Haiti and Guyane,Spanish in the rest); Catholic religion (and
with its norms, traditions, values and ways of behavior and
social organization); forms of government, administration, and
ownership with aristocratic roots; and an economy oriented
first toward the extraction of mineral wealth, and later towards
plantation slave regimes. Over three centuries, the Iberian vortex
left their cities (organic matrix in the Portuguese side, and
geometric in the Hispanic one), monumental masterpieces and
construction techniques of extraordinary quality, and, unlike
other imperialist companies, a culture of mestizaje (blending).
Capitalist expansion throughout the 19th century introduced
other European countries — especially France, England and
Germany — in the process of cross-fertilization, adding new
political and economic systems, but also new social and ethnic
components to the mestizo matrix through the immigration of
millions of very poor Italians, Swiss, Lebanese, Japanese, Spanish
and Portuguese. The expansion of relations with other European
powers brought capital injections and accelerated expansion

of infrastructures, and came along with the emergence of

local industries like coffee in Brazil, metallurgical in Mexico,

or construction in Argentina. This process of modernization
acquired its political expression in the subdivision of former
colonial territories and the creation of newly independent
republics.

The impetuous emergence of the United States in the early

20th century added a third vortex at the crossroads of Indian

6

and European worlds. With this new source of tension, new
differences contributed to the cultural characterization of the
countries of the region. With 3,000 km of common border

with the most powerful country in the world, it is obvious that
Mexico does not build with its northern neighbor the same type
of links that it develops with Argentina, located more than 8,000
km from La Florida. Nor are comparable the links between the
Caribbean world and the US people with those built by the heirs
of George Washington with a country of continental dimensions
such as Brazil.

In the 20th century, despite having experienced the highest
growth in the world. per capita income in the region scarcely
changed, and inequality increased. And so far in the 21st
century, as part of the globalization process (and in particular of
the converging interests with economic expansion in countries
of Asia), growth was enhanced, but judging by recent UN reports
the gap between rich and poor has continued to increase.

This brief description can explain that what unites the works
presented here is not a formal or programmatic code, let alone
a set of character traits or some essential common identity,

but the belonging to a particular dynamic of history, and a

set of open problems as a result of these shared conditions of
existence.

Some of these questions relate to architecture and metropolitan
transformations, production processes, attitudes with regards to
the natural context, attitudes towards local architecture history,
and social sensitivity.

Relationship between architecture and metropolitan
transformations

As a result of changes in modes of agriculture and livestock
production, partial industrialization, and the growth of social
inequality. the region has seen*explosive urban expansion
(addressed in particular in this issue by Adrian Gorelik, see pp.
22-25).

Under the impact of globalization, Latin American metropolises
did incorporate in their richest segments the sophisticated
lifestyles and features which can be found in other global
contemporary urban scenarios. Therefore, architects have to deal
with new museums, galleries and art districts, cultural or high-
education buildings, airports, and innovation centers, as happens
everywhere in our era. Among numerous other buildings of
remarkable quality can be mentioned the new classrooms of the
Inca Roca University Ricardo Palma (Baracco, Bonilla Di Tolla)
or the Place of Memory, Tolerance and Social Inclusion (Barclay,
Crousse) in Lima (Perua), the Dock of the Arts (Paulo Mendes da
Rocha) in Vitoria (Brazil), the Unit of Innovation, Learning and
Competitiveness (Agustin Landa Vértiz) in Leon and Nestlé



PR RS (EMAFRAY BT 3EM” ) A B Z R bR
55 WBZEIL 1 9 (2516 000 km ) i +4b |-, EATE
400 ZFOARFIYIE S s SRKAY A ST (B B2 DA 5 28N ) @
FTERZREMEGE; 22 NMEEREEXE . XMAMERAEE, 26
SRR T SN A b X AT AR Z AR e

AW ESR LRI TR G420, LUF &2 aa

R 32 B A PRI AL AR 22 AT R s, S KRt pg F Y
5y s 7 2 O RR 1) e 7L iRl R: A 3k Tl SOt — R Baa T T
SRIMTAE A RIA L3 kv, FRATTHRGEAZ R BIR A~ i A xR Sk
R AT BF SC AT 1) DL 5 (14 ok 22 T 3

1 S I A T I O K 4a g [list, BB A T — S LA EC AR S
JyrC S . D RDE AR E R TR X B TR R AR
B (A AR RS TP, iR i S R, R A
RMVEREA ) 5 REH (adhbre. 4. MEW., 175
Famal) W, FTBURR UK G RG LAIF RO 58 5
BT, LSS AR T DGR EE 2855 . 300 2248k
X 5 B Y Sy X ST (28U ST A A e AN IE A
MREPEEEA ) BN T ARG, @B dsEsi 2, LELBT T
AT T HeAt ity [ 3 SCHE LAY il S Ak

19 2 FEAR 3= AP ok SBOL AR E A ARL T 6, JLHE
LY=L PR R, B BOAR A TR RIF R I . ANt
BETORABEAR ., Bt BREM. HAR, WIS . 4 AR A
R ROA AR M S AV @R Z0E . T T 6 S5 & KR 3 )
ZIIA A H 252800, AR GEA B 3 hn, i T SRl St Y K
A i i e AN Pa AL . SRR Ak . PR AEAY
. MEBGA . X — B RS 1 A5 B % 1.0 LA
SF S N USVAES P &2 £ o B

20 20 497 3 R A 1 H W RS R 1 4R ED SRS e S R THE A2 IS A 5 —
A AT, XA BUERL T & B SURARIE XA TR R
VISRPE RN, &5 96 X —tH s E A A7 A 3000 km,
DA AR 8 8K 285 PG 85 A R il FH X R 7 26 [ 66 2 BLIA M 8000 km LLAR )
BTARAE R 7 20k S EMAL T EAL . BT —AHIRE - RS
N AVA OB P o R A RNBE S = 31 SN 5. S ES o T S A
ASATRESER] T h L R S R E AR ZE M LR

20 e, i T EM AR B v IE 2R —15 . (BASIAH
JLF-Z T8, AEEmME. B34 21 e, fEheRIeERm

—#Bsy (JUHAE—BOEE WM ZTY kb ) . AT H AR T LMY

SR TEAT T T, (ET AR 5 R R il Hh A 22 AR R e
k:

X A A AR, slFRE S Y I VR B AR AU T IR R A 10T Y 3
[z hb. de9c b, skserst J g G 7 BUF R h TR e iRt
EAHBEENA S 2mA . R R e R T 5B
AT, EATTEY T BRI RT  25 R fr] EA [s] 3

MifE e mgrh, Horp Ay — st S . IR, Al
Bt AT RE FAREREE | ANl R A AR | Ak S RBURBEARC

A IR R Z Y G A

R VRSP R (37 DN UK | AN 5 S 4 E AN S 6 TV N ES
FEREAE, B HUAERE T T SR A IR Tk (BTEERLE - SCH A v
RIS Tix—si, W 22~2550) .

H T2 B BRI, AEE T SGUH25 RITT f s A g I, IR
AR AT LA 31 55 H Al 4 BRI T 50 — B RS BOE R ARG . By
it A i mEg . ZRIX . SCRslE S HE KR Pl
QB O, XL Y T A WA . RATSA I Zhrirt it
W MARZMURH A AEIEEE (BHR S - IRITI) ;
L FRER DR i, EESHSME” MY (BRERSw®
%) METEELRER IR (RS - 108 - 35 - 184 ;
(T AP RFEE I AR, ST (AT - 225k - DR
2% ) S iRIEY E LMK (W 48~51 1) ; i TRHMEILIEE
EMRR AL (PTEEE, BhsOr e . RR5Ea . f) 5 LT
Bl R A A P SR B AT RIS (SR 2 W3R 5 LT
BRI E MR R BTIE R - O FCIRT R (faf%E - sif8 2% - WECHE) 5
BRI AR L——BT 53R AT - 225 FJe (WL 54~58 1T) .

PRE P JE B PREE T 22 IR RT A &4 | IR A DAY A B | iz 31X
FAAAEX AR IHO XS Tk XA =g e 55, 2 440
T IR AR

S A —FhAMETE TB, A T2 IR S AL, &
X s X A TG AL S5 BRI B 1ok 2 T A TR 32 75 X
GOTESE PN N oI 2 0 RS Y RS ol 0l A B IV A
SFLF RN AR A (R M TR REAE 2 N RS B I e, 2
R REG BABOESF AL, USRS X R
RS VAR T SR T WA 7E 2 BT R R 6], 30 2

i



Application Group in Queretaro (México) (See pp. 48-51); the
Educational Institution (Abad, Forgionni. Carmona, Duran) in
Medellin (Colombia); the Epidemiological Institute (Moscato,
Schere) in Buenos Aires (Argentina), the Adolfo Ibanez University
(Jose Cruz Ovalle) and UC Innovation Center — Anacleto Angelini
in Santiago (Chile) (See pp. 54-58).

In an extremely contradictory context, the expansion of slums,
the development of formal low-income neighborhoods, the
growth of gated communities in outlying areas and gentrification
of old central areas or industrial parks have shaped the current
Latin American urban skyline.

Architecture has assumed an unprecedented role in relation

to slums as a sort of compensation, in this way attributing

to buildings a never previously recognized educational and
regenerative capacity. Libraries, police stations, schools or
transportation centers built in the poorest neighborhoods in the
city of Medellin have received an extraordinary international
diffusion as examples of this presumed new role of the
discipline. Also in Caracas, Venezuela, have been built clinics,
schools, sports centers and cable cars in order to integrate the
settlements into the formal city. Many other Latin American
cities are following the early example born in Curitiba (Brazil)
more than three decades ago. The building for the Telemaco
Melges School in Campinas, illustrated in this issue (See pp.
52-53), is one of these works located in suburbs, conceived as
true cultural, sporting and community centers, which have been
designed by young, high-quality offices.

While sprawl occurs largely through low-density self-help
housing, medium-density condominiums for the low-income
middle class constitute a subject on which many architects have
been adding reflections, with in some opportunities remarkable
results, such as those projected by Joan Villa and Silvia Chile

in Sao Paulo (Residential Condominium of Grécia Street, see

pp. 72-75) and by Oscar Fuentes in Buenos Aires (Villa Urquiza
Building, see pp. 100-101). In the first case trying to build a
habitat, providing adequate services and amenities which redraft
some spatial characteristics of slums, in the second turning into
a rich and surprising spatial resource the existing regulations for
this type of buildings.

The transformation of Puerto Madero in Buenos Aires, the area
of Providencia in Santiago, or that of Nuevo Polanco in the
Federal District of Mexico illustrates well the efforts of urban
managers and entrepreneurs by placing their cities in prime
locations of the global circuits. The Telcel Theater (See pp.
32-35) in the Plaza Carso (Nuevo Polanco) is emblematic for this
purpose. In Sao Paulo greater public intervention, aimed at the
recovery of the old town with urban operations around the old
port area, or the central area. Here the architecture of Patriarca
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Square (Paulo Mendes da Rocha, see pp. 36-4.1) or Square of
Arts (Brasil Arquitetura, see pp. 42-47) was given a leading role.
The first case is a magnificent modern and democratic version
of an Arc de Triomphe to daily receive the multitude in the city
center; the second a complex reconfiguration of a sector of the
same neighborhood by using pre-existing buildings and adding
new ones in urban interstices.

Production processes

The contraction in the employment of labor that characterizes
the construction industry as part of a global trend is tempered
in the case of Latin America. Here, huge masses of poor urban
migrants determine the existence of low wages, which has led
to the survival of handcrafted modes of production. Since,
simultaneously, the relative low cost of many global products
make them competitive in local markets the practice of
architecture in this area comes amid a strong tension between
these opposing trends.

Some think that the challenge of the new systems will cause an
improvement and progress, in the long term beneficial for their
communities. Telcel Theater expresses this position; it is a global
product, designed by a Madrid office and a Mexican architect,
and manufactured with technical and complex technologies,
designed and produced in part out of Mexico. Also in Mexico,
built with concrete blocks of colored adobe, Pilgrim Route
Atenguillo and Estanzuela shelters (Luis Alderete, See pp. 124—
127) refers instead to the persistence of peasant values. Solano
Benitez expresses in the Teleton Children’s Rehabilitation Center
(Second phase) (See pp. 88-93) (as in all his work) a strong will
to seek new boundaries in the ancient and simple technicque of
brick masonry.

Although different in appearance, this “as found” way to
approach the material, accepting a certain precariousness of
local production conditions, does not differ from the answer
given in Chile by Sebastian Irarrazaval to the desperate situation
created by the last tsunami in Chile. In a line of a research in
which the Carterpillar House (See pp. 148-151) is one of the
more complex tests, his emergency school, Modular School in
Retiro (See pp. 76-79), was conceived by appealing to existing
elements: containers, panels and wooden frames ready to be
repeated and adaptable to different conditions.

Corporate offices are few and relatively small. Cases like
ELEMENTAL, a firm run in Chile by Alejandro Aravena that
incorporates in its directory representatives of an oil company,
a journal, and a large wholesaler of building materials, are
exceptional. By contrast, most architects have very small offices
with equally small orders, and they frequently act as contractors.
Paulo Mendes da Rocha, the architect of this region with greater
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This page. above: Canoas House

by Oscar Niemeyer (Rio de Janeiro.
Brazil. 1954). Photo by Shinkenchiku-
sha. This page. below: Study sketch.
Opposite. top: Dance hall by Oscar
Niemeyer (Pampulha. Brazil. 1942).
Opposite. middle: Main Library. the
National Autonomous University of
Vexico(lUNAM) by Juan O'gorman

(Mexico city. Mexico. 1956). Opposite.
below: Municipal Theater by Mario
Roberto Alvarez (Buenos Aires.
Argentina, 1960). 3 photos by the
auther.
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international recognition, works in a modest space and, if

the project requires it, he associates with younger colleagues.
These conditions of practice, added to the previous mentioned
increased availability of labor, encourage the maintenance of
traditional craftsmanship in the creation and implementation
of works, as can be exemplified by House A in San Clemente
by Smiljan Radic (See pp. 138-143) or Gualano + Gualano :
arquitectos” Bolivar Civic Center (See pp. 84-87).

Attitudes toward natural context

Graciela Silvestri presents in another essay (See pp. 114-117) in
this issue an illuminating reflection on the multiple and unique
suggestions that impose vast and diverse landscape architecture
in the region. Here, by way of introduction, a feature should be
highlighted that differentiates Latin American status from other
locations: the relationship between people and nature.

Queen of a giant territory, with segments still untouched by
modern culture or never inhabited by humans, nature in

Latin America is an actor that all arts have held as having a
monumental power. Since Oscar Niemeyer’'s own house in
(Canoas spoke to us brilliantly about the futility of battling
against the colossal force, this paradigm was installed in
architectural culture of the region and is not absent in
contemporary reflections.

Adamo-Faiden’s austere commentary about the immense
horizontality of the pampas plain, Clubhouse La Candida (See
pp. 128-131), the Pachacamac Hill House (See pp. 132-137) dug
in the Peruvian desert hill, the sensitive dialogue with forest and
rocks at House A, or the timid reduction to a single touch-point
to the field in the work of Angelo Bucci (spbr arquitetos), House
in Ubatuba (See pp. 144-147), are expressions of an attitude of
a respectful recollection in front of the magnificence of nature.
Only unusual cases of self-confidence, like the Carterpillar
House, have the courage to utter words of defiance.

Relationship with local architecture history

Early articulated with global modernization, architectural
culture in Latin America has been built upon a rich and unique
history. Figures such as Oscar Niemeyer, Joao Vilanova Artigas,
Juan Ogorman. Rogelio Salmona, Emilio Duhart, Clorindo
Testa, Mario Roberto Alvarez, Carlos Raul Villanueva, Toro and
Ferrer, Eladio Dieste and many others have left a legacy of ideas
and accomplishments, a humus which fecundates the younger
generations.

So in Argentina would be difficult to understand a complex
network like the Altamira Building (a+u 09:05, see pp. 26-31)
without lessons learned from Clorindo Testa, or the Clubhouse
La Candida without referring to the work of Mario Roberto



LA HR AR S i X 2 '
AT FIARE T SE U AY #5730 fb 5 BRI AL A B B Iy ek, B
JUJtHu WA B Y o AR Py s 2z v AR - e
WHE . A5 - FEAHTEC - BTRBEIEHT . i - BERE . BRI - BF
/J\';J’V*l Mm‘ KRG SEIRARZE - ZEE L SHLE - B - BT
Fiidh . RIEW - 95K - PSSR, 02 & 28R RALNK - S i
R — A SRR T8 B 10 5 B VR SR, IR I TR AR R AR S Y
B R A g8
P AERTARAE , QSR VAT X s i8R 2 « ZRITRE A BEACIAH, &
MEFE BT R KBTS (atu 09:05, UL 26~31 01 ) XRER J iy M4 ;
G SR AN L B - B - BT R 22 0V d, EE LA 2 TR 2
it [FIRERY, TELPE, ZARY - M drifESERHRS - 38T - 18 - 3%
AR ZE, TORE - TR - 48 - IR Ay ek LS L R - B
IR A LT — A 7
C 7 = A UM R KK - b SRR T A S L Y s A B Bl A T
ST H o, G TR R R & TR AU 55 A RS TP LR
HEAET. MTERENRRH - VUSRI R ZULERE P
(=) o ERMER N ER T — R85 Talk ik R4, Wk A+
I | Vi .M\/'U[ AR S %S5 AL T 28 O3 TREAY AN i
B9 A, WD T FUARMASEZR IR LA
SRl S - RIS - DI A 2 N SRR+ X SR A )
(L 80~83 v ) XSG BLAYE L, SRR TS R - 95K - ik
SRR IEMNZR; A LefE S B E a2 5 2 ERIE RSN, 20
5 AR VYRR BRI A 52 7, (a0 S5 G RF RS Sl (s Rl B il H 224 A
REUES 5 TR A I T A B e 4G - B EL 7R S0

AR

FE 2 HURE
AW FT A n AR T, XBT AR EE AR 5 ] (s
BIMAEAKNFS T, WL 94~99 BT ) JRAE——Ab A 22 1l X iy 23 S
T RE IR T MR AR AR R W )8 ™ 8, (BT8R AT A 5T
IR 25 o, TG ME r =UA B — kS
B TR S A PLREA R a2 A0, FRATTA AT AR ] 2E A
RBAFAERI S . WA TERDAZ O R L, ST CAS AR U
ﬁ'J;ﬁf;tﬂ'ﬁ’:m}f’A; (A, ME % 20 thag 70 AR ARSI 1Y
W) PREVI ( Proyecto Experimental de Vivienda: SZ8G{EEHiH )

B, —F 02 50 H EDE S E PR, FUR XS H AN,




