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Postcards are records of history while the
posteards of the early 20th century in China can mirror
the life and survival of the Chinese nation. In this sense,
they are eultural relics.

The posteards collected in this book reflect the
development of postal services in Yunnan Province and
its connection with other parts of China as well as the
world. Some of the postcards are based on the photos
taken by foreigners, which vividly and accurately mirror
the transport, geographical features and local customs
in Yunnan. Some of these precious posteards have clear
stamps and postmarks as well as some post—office's
and personal records. A few special posteards that
have survived the vicissitudes of history are records of
some special events and are treasured by historians and
collectors alike.

This eollection of precious posteards aims al
interpreting the past and retelling the history in

pictorial records, which may remind us of the footsteps

of our predecessors left in history.
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Dragon—stamp and postmark
(late: Qing Dynasty)
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Yunnan-Vietnam Railway by a French
photographer recording a train-
driver’ s work (Republic of China)
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Time, location, people and other signs
recording the past (Republic of China)
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Beauty salon in Kunming photo in
Yadong Collection

(Republic of China)
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Sketch of Japan® s invasion of
China (Republic of China)
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Aborigines in Taiwan (Republic of
China)







After the Qin Imperial Court unified China, it
began to set up a chain of post-houses and issued
the earliest postal service law in China. The Han
dynasty inherited the Qin’ s postal service system
and called it “Yi” with one established in every 30
Li and five or ten Li with a sub=Yi house. In the Tang
dynasty. postal services were offered hy water or by
land or an integrated one, In the Song dynasty, because
there were quite a few wars and military documents,
the Central Government replaced the civilians with
soldiers for three kinds of postal services with different
speeds, that is. the gold. the silver and the copper.
The Yuan dynasty had established 1,496 posthouses.
In the early Ming dynasty, Zheng He, an influential
official, led his expeditionary fleet to the West Ocean
seven times and provided sea postal services. In the
middle and later Ming dynasty, there emerged the
civil postal services and foreign currency exchanges
with relatively low costs. In the Qing Dynasty, there
were several thousands of civil postal-service stations,
forming a fairly complete service system. In 1897, the
General Postal-service Bureau was established and its
services extended to the areas under the control of the
Customs. In 1905, the Qing Government established the
Transport & Postal-service Department but not until
1911 did the Customs return the postal services to the
Transport & Postal-service Department. The Republic
of China was established in 1912 and in the same vear
the General Postal-service Bureau of the Republic of
China Bureau was established and survived until 1949.

The postal services of Yunnan emerged and
developed after the Opium War. In 1878, the Qing
Government copied the style of West Europe and
established five Correspondence Bureaus under the
control of the Customs. In 1896, another 19 similar
bureaus were established for providing postal services
for the treaty ports. among which the Correspondence
Bureau at Mengzi of Yunnan was one, the earliest of

this kind in Yunnan.
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Ruins of post road at Shengjing Pass in

Fuyuan County
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Ruins of an ancient post road al a

mountainside
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Caravan as a key transport means
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In February 1897, Mengzi Correspondence
Bureau located in Mengzi Customs was renamed
Mengzi Postal-service Bureau of the Qing Dynasty
while Mengzi Taxation Bureau was also Mengzi Postal-
service Bureau.

In 1905. the Qing Government established the
Postal-service Ministry and then established local
general postal-service bureaus according to the
administrative regions. Yunnan Postal-service Bureau
was established in the provincial capital Kunming.

It took seven years to build Yunnan—Vietnam
Railway. which went into operation in 1910. Trains
became the major means of postal services. Bisezhai
Post Office was the first one in Yunnan that used trains
for postal services.

In 1914, Yunnan Post Bureau of the Qing Dynasty

was renamed Yunnan Post Bureau of the Republic of

China and  “Special Exam Regulations for Postmen”
as an official document was issued.

In December 1931. Yunnan Post Bureau was
renamed Yunnan Post Administration which remained

so until December 1949 when Yunnan was peacefully

liberated.
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